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Syria rebel fighters said to kill captured troops

Iran marks anniversary of U.S. Embassy attack 

French envoy 
sees ties with U.S. 
as rosy and real

Russian spy case details may be made public

BY BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press

BEIRUT — A new vid-
eo appears to show Syr-
ian rebels killing a group of 
captured soldiers, spraying 
them with bullets as they lay 
on the ground. Human rights 
groups on Friday warned 
that the gunmen may have 
committed a war crime. 

The video raises concerns 
over brutality among some 
rebels just ahead of a major 
conference this weekend in 
Qatar at which the United 
States is trying to unify the 

opposition under a new 
leadership. Washington and 
its allies have been hesitant 
to give stronger support to 
the rebellion in part because 
of worries over its mul-
tiple divisions and lack of 
organization. 

The killings took place 
Thursday during an assault 
by rebels on the northern 
town of Saraqeb, the scene of 
heavy fi ghting in past weeks 
between rebels and forces of 
President Bashar al Assad’s 
regime, according to an anti-
regime activist organization, 

the Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights. 

Rebels are now in full 
control of Saraqeb after re-
gime troops pulled back dur-
ing Thursday’s fi ghting, the 
Observatory said. That gives 
the rebels a strategic point 
on the main highway linking 
Syria’s largest city Aleppo — 
which rebels have been try-
ing to capture for months — 
with the regime stronghold 
of Latakia on the Mediterra-
nean coast. 

Reports of serious human 
rights abuses by elements 

within the armed opposition 
have been on the rise, badly 
damaging the rebels’ claims 
of moral high ground in the 
civil war and fueling con-
cerns that they are capable 
of a brutality matching that 
of the regime they are seek-
ing to topple. 

The issue is complicated 
by the fragmented nature 
of the rebellion. Even rebel 
units nominally under the 
umbrella Free Syrian Army 
group operate independent-
ly, and as the 19-month-old 
confl ict drags on, criminals, 

foreign Islamic militants and 
other renegades have joined 
in the fi ght against Assad. 

In early August, a video 
showed several bloodied pris-
oners being led into a noisy 
outdoor crowd in the north-
ern city of Aleppo and placed 
against a wall before gunmen 
open fi re and shoot them to 
death. According to activists, 
the slain prisoners were mem-
bers of the powerful Barri clan, 
which has long had close ties 
to the Syrian government. 

That video sparked in-
ternational condemnation, 

including a rare rebuke of 
rebel tactics from the Obama 
administration. 

At least 36,000 people 
have been killed since the 
uprising against Assad began 
in March 2011 and then trans-
formed into an outright civil 
war, according to anti-re-
gime activists. Thousands of 
people have been killed over 
the past few months, includ-
ing more than 500 last week 
during a four-day interna-
tionally-brokered cease-fi re 
that collapsed shortly after it 
went into effect.

BY ALI AKBAR DAREINI 
Associated Press

TEHRAN — As Iranians 
marked the 33rd anniversa-
ry of the seizure of the U.S. 
Embassy in Tehran, a com-
mander of the powerful Rev-
olutionary Guard on Friday 
offered a pot of gold to any-
one who could prove that the 
United States is not “the most 
criminal regime on earth.” 

Speaking to a crowd of 
thousands outside the build-
ing that once housed the em-
bassy, Gen. Mohammad Reza 
Naqdi said 22 pounds of gold 
would be given to anyone 
who found a regime “more 
criminal than the United 
States.” 

But, he added, that would 
be impossible, because the 
Guard has “already done the 
research and found Wash-
ington is the worst on earth.” 

Naqdi’s speech was in 
keeping with the defi ant 
rhetoric that Iran’s leader-
ship often uses during the 
annual rallies marking the 
embassy seizure. He also 
said Iran would only re-
store diplomatic ties with 
the United States if Wash-
ington disbands the CIA 
and removes its bases from 
the region. 

As he spoke, Iranian stu-
dents outside the former 
embassy building chanted 
“Death to America” and 
“Death to Israel” and burned 
U.S. and Israeli fl ags. 

The rally marked the Nov. 
4, 1979 storming of the em-
bassy by militant Iranian stu-
dents who held 52 U.S. hos-
tage for 444 days to protest 
the United States’ refusal to 
hand over the toppled Ira-
nian shah Mohammad Reza 

Pahlavi back to the country 
for trial. 

Washington severed rela-
tions with Tehran after the 
embassy takeover, and they 
have not been restored since. 

This year’s demonstra-
tion in Tehran, which under 
the Persian calendar fell two 
days ahead of the anniversa-
ry according to the Western 
calendar, comes as Iran’s re-
lations with the West are at 
their lowest yet. Concerns 
are also rising as Israel has 
threatened to strike Iran’s 
nuclear facilities if Tehran 
doesn’t stop uranium enrich-
ment — a process that can be 
a pathway to nuclear arms. 

The West suspects Iran is 
using its civilian nuclear pro-
gram as a cover to develop 
atomic weapons. Tehran has 
denied the charges, saying 
its program is peaceful and 

geared toward generating 
electricity and producing 
radioisotopes to treat cancer 
patients. 

Iran has been hard hit by 
intensifi ed U.S. and European 
Union economic sanctions 
meant to curb the suspect 
nuclear program. 

Ordinary Iranians have 
felt the bite of the sanctions 
and the Iranian rial has plum-
meted in value against the 
dollar, a slide that has accel-
erated over the past month. 

At Friday’s rally, students 
brandished an effi gy of Presi-
dent Barack Obama and dis-
tributed pamphlets denounc-
ing the United States and the 
sanctions. One banner called 
Obama a “loyal dog” of Is-
rael, with a caricature show-
ing the U.S. president with a 
metal chain around his neck 
linked to an Israeli fl ag. 

BY CHARLES D. SHERMAN
International Edition

 MIAMI — Just days be-
fore the U.S. presidential 
election, which could take 
the country in sharply dif-
ferent directions, France’s 
ambassador to the United 
States is upbeat on the 
state of Franco-U.S. ties, 
saying “we are together as 
never before.”

In Francois Delattre’s 
view, relations between the 
two countries have come 
far since the days before 
the Iraq War when France 
denounced U.S. plans to 
bring down 
S a d d a m 
H u s s e i n . 
“There is no 
real confl ict 
b e t w e e n 
us,” the en-
voy said in 
an exclu-
sive inter-
view Thurs-
day with the International 
Edition.

Delattre was in Miami 
to meet with local busi-
ness leaders and address 
concerns the Jewish com-
munity have about Iran 
and France’s relations with 
Israel.

While carefully sidestep-
ping the question of what 
the U.S. election might 
mean to the countries’ re-
lationship, Delattre freely 
laid out how France and the 
United States were aligned 
on the biggest foreign poli-
cy issues. 

Whether on the ap-
proach to Iran, Syria, or 
the Middle East as a whole, 
Delattre said France stood 
with the United States or 
was taking the initiative to 
assert the Western bloc’s 
goals, which he described 
as bringing more stabil-
ity and democracy to the 
most restive region of the 
world.

“Iran is a good example,” 
he said. “France is in the 
forefront of efforts to pre-
vent Iran from getting nu-
clear weapons.” The strin-
gent sanctions to cripple 
Iran’s economy and dam-
age its currency are at what 
he called “unprecedented 
levels.”

“Freezing the assets of 
Iran’s central bank goes to 
the heart of the economic 
nervous system,” Delat-
tre said. “The oil embargo 
has worked like nobody 
thought it would by cutting 
oil exports in half. Oil rev-
enue directly supports the 

regime, so we are directly 
hurting it.”    

Turning to Syria, he 
claimed the confl ict aimed 
at toppling President Bashar 
al Assad is high on France’s 
list of foreign policy priori-
ties. French newspapers are 
full of reports on Syria, and 
the French are attuned to 
developments there, more 
so than U.S. citizens. “It’s 
about our values,” Delattre 
said.

He pointed out that his 
country has long historical 
ties to Syria. France ruled 
Syria under a mandate from 
1920 until the Syrians fully 
wrested their independence 
with the departure in 1946 
of all French troops.

To help emerging Mid-
dle East democracies that 
have arisen out of the Arab 
Spring, Delattre especially 
pointed to the chief policy 
provision of the 2011 Deau-
ville Partnership with Arab 
Countries in Transition 
aimed at supporting coun-
tries in the Arab world en-
gaged in transitions toward 
“free, democratic and toler-
ant societies.” 

“We have put $10 billion 
toward this,” Delatrre said. 
“And we have the moral and 
political responsibility to 
support the transition.” 

Although the road ahead 
could be chaotic, the ambas-
sador said, the alternative of 
not helping could lead to a 
far worse situation: Dicta-
torships run by radical Isla-
mists. “To withdraw now,” 
Delattre said, “would be a 
big mistake.”

Turning to Europe’s own 
troubles, Delattre again was 
optimistic. Despite wrench-
ing economic stress, Greece 
will stay in the eurozone, 
he stated. “It is not a ques-
tion now whether Europe 
will recover, but how long 
the recovery will be,” he 
said. 

Calling the euro a strong 
currency and the backbone 
of the European Union, he 
said European leaders have 
now agreed on an agenda 
to overcome the banking 
crisis. He said Europeans 
understood they have to 
live within their means, 
seek a sustainable growth 
strategy, and keep build-
ing the joint economic 
leg of the eurozone. More 
power, along with eco-
nomic and political control, 
would steadily accrue to 
the pan-European govern-
ment in Brussels, Delattre 
said.

BY RAPHAEL SATTER 
Associated Press

LONDON — A British 
inquest into the killing of 
ex-Russian spy Alexander 
Litvinenko may make public 
previously unreleased details 
about the murder investiga-
tion, a lawyer said Friday. 

The case brims with inter-
national intrigue. Litvinenko 
died in November 2006 after 
ingesting polonium-210, a 
rare radioactive isotope that 
was secretly slipped into his 
tea at a London hotel. The 
former Russian FSB agent 
blamed the Kremlin for poi-
soning him, which then took 
relations between Moscow 
and London to a post-Cold 

War low as the two coun-
tries engaged in tit-for-tat 
diplomatic expulsions. 

On Friday, inquest lawyer 
Hugh Davies said the evi-
dence would include surveil-
lance footage, crime scene 
evidence, medical notes, 
scientifi c analysis and wit-
ness interviews — offering 
new details about a sinister 
poisoning case that grabbed 
worldwide attention. 

Davies added that details 
of a related German investi-
gation into the circumstanc-
es of Litvinenko’s killing 
could also be published. 

“The documents may be 
made public through the in-
quest website,” he said at a 

preliminary hearing ahead of 
the inquest. 

In Britain, inquests are 
held following unexplained 
or violent deaths. Litvinen-
ko’s is set for next year and 
could begin as soon as March, 
according to Alex Goldfarb, 
a friend of the former agent 
who was at Friday’s hearing. 

Inquests are meant only to 
determine a cause of death, so 
they don’t apportion blame. 
But in Litvinenko’s case every 
detail of the sensitive inquiry 
is being scrutinized for clues 
to the alleged involvement of 
Russia’s secret services. At 
a previous hearing, a lawyer 
for Litvinenko’s widow said 
it was vital that the inquest 

investigate “the criminal role 
of the Russian state.” 

On Friday, Davies said 
those behind the inquest 
would keep an open mind, re-
ferring to several competing 
theories about Litvinenko’s 
death, including speculation 
that he may have killed in an 
accident, by Chechen-linked 
assassins, or by what Davies 
described as the “Spanish 
mafi a.” 

Speaking to reporters 
after the hearing, widow 
Marina Litvinenko said she 
wasn’t alarmed by the sug-
gestion that the inquest 
would weigh each and ev-
ery scenario. “I just want to 
know the truth,” she said. 

From Miami Herald Wire Services

Gunmen riding on two motorcycles 
opened fi re on a bus at a small fuel station 
in southwest Pakistan on Friday, igniting a 
massive blaze and leaving 18 dead, a Paki-
stani offi cial said. 

Abdul Mansoor Kakar said all 16 people 
on the bus, including eight women and 
three children, were killed and the bodies 
badly burned. The vehicle had been parked 
next to fuel drums that ignited during the 
attack, starting a fi re that engulfed the bus 
and killed two in a nearby car. 

The attack took place in the town of 
Khuzdar in the province of Baluchistan. 

No one claimed responsibility and the 
motive of the attack was unclear, Kakar 

BRIEFS

Gunmen kill 18 in bus 
attack in Pakistan

said, adding that the incident was under 
investigation but no arrests were made. 

Khuzdar is located 180 miles south of 
Quetta, the capital of Baluchistan province. 
The region has experienced a decades-long 
insurgency by nationalists who demand 
greater autonomy and a larger share of the 
province’s natural resources. 

BELARUS BURIES REMAINS 

OF 110 NAPOLEONIC SOLDIERS 

Belarus held a burial ceremony Friday for 
110 Napoleonic soldiers who died in a major 
battle in 1812 against the Russian army. 

Tens of thousands of French troops 
died in November 1812 when the Rus-
sians attacked French emperor Napoleon 
Bonaparte’s army as it fl ed across the Ber-
ezina River on a retreat from Moscow. 

The devastating defeat eventually led 
to the 1814 Russian takeover of Paris and 

Bonaparte’s exile. Since then, the word “Ber-
ezina” means “a complete disaster” in French. 

The remains were excavated by a Belaru-
sian Defense Ministry unit that searches for 
soldiers’ remains. They were buried Friday 
at a cemetery in the village of Studenka, 
60 miles east of the capital of Minsk, in a 
ceremony attended by French Ambassador 
Michel Raineri. 

ZIMBABWE’S ONLY WHITE MINISTER 

SAYS RACIST SLURS PERSISTS 

Zimbabwe’s only white government minis-
ter says racial slurs against whites at the high-
est political level still show “a gross level of 
intolerance” in the southern African nation. 

Education Minister David Coltart said 
if he made similar insults about blacks he 
would “rightly be branded as a sympathizer 
of the Nazis and the Klu Klux Klan.” 

He wrote on his Facebook page that 

ministerial colleagues sometimes seemed 
to forget he was in the same room when 
of they made “shocking” remarks about 
whites, even at Cabinet meetings. 

A weekly newspaper run by loyalists of 
President Robert Mugabe charged Friday 
that racism by whites has endured three 
decades after the end of colonial-era rule. 

FOUL-MOUTHED PARROT SEEKS HOME 

Everyone has a few faults. In Beaky’s 
case, he swears (a lot) and he bites. 

Not good qualities for a parrot seeking a 
new home. 

Still, honesty is the best policy, so the 
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cru-
elty to Animals has decided to come clean 
about his shortcomings. Supervisor Ange-
lina Lusher said Wednesday that anyone 
who takes Beaky in will have to put up with 
some rude language. 

VAHID SALEMI/AP

Iranian girls attend an annual state-backed rally to mark the Nov. 4, 1979, storming of the U.S. Embassy by 
militant students, in front of the building in Tehran on Friday.
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