
For much of its history, France
has been a nation comprising a
diversity of backgrounds and
personal experiences.Conscious
of France's specificity in this
regard, French Minister of
Immigration, Integration,
National Identity and Solidarity
Development Eric Besson has
launched a national debate aim-
ing to discuss the French nation-
al identity. The question of
national identity is "even more

relevant than ever. This question should not belong to political parties,historians,or intel-
lectuals alone.It belongs to all, it belongs to the people," explains Minister Besson.The cam-
paign opened on November 2 and will officially end on January 31,2010,with a synthesis of
findings published on February 4,2010.

A Web site dedicated to the debate,www.debatidentitenationale.fr, was established to
encourage citizens and policymakers alike to participate in the national conversation by

sharing their opinion on what it means to be
French.The site also includes videos,articles on
the subject,and links to defining documents such
as the Declaration on the Rights of Man and
Citizen and the U.N. Declaration of Human
Rights. In line with the minister's goal of engag-
ing citizens in conversation, local meetings will
take place in each ofFrance's 96 departments and
will encourage public participation.A schedule of
meetings is posted on the campaign's Web site.

Though Minister Besson recognizes that
this debate may be polemic,he states that "our
nation has been constituted over the centuries
by [...] the integration of foreign peoples.This
great debate will allow the valorization of
immigration's contribution to the national
identity,and to propose actions allowing to bet-
ter share the values of national identity at every
step of integration."

On December 1,2009,the Lisbon
Treaty officially came into force,
thus reforming the European
Union. Czech President Vaclav
Klaus signed the Lisbon Treaty on
November 3, making the Czech
Republic the last nation within the
European Union to approve the
international treaty. To be ratified,
the Lisbon Treaty needed the signa-
tures of all 27 nations to become
effective by December. Unlike the
proposed E.U. Constitution,which
was rejected by French and Dutch
voters in 2005,the Lisbon Treaty
amends the Treaty Establishing the
European Community and the
Treaty on the European Union
instead of replacing them and start-

ing from scratch.French President Sarkozy was instrumental in shaping the Lisbon Treaty,
in concert with his German counterpart,Chancellor Merkel,and other European leaders.

This document will implement measures that aim to increase the E.U.'s international
presence.One of the most dramatic changes is the creation of a presidential position within
the Council of the E.U., lasting two and a halfyears.The current system, in which the
European Union presidency alternates every six months between different nations,will not
be abolished.Instead,it will still preside over certain policy areas of the E.U. A new  "High
Representative" will concentrate power in a single position by combining the functions and
staffof the current foreign affairs and the external affairs commissioner, thus boosting the
E.U.'s influence internationally.The treaty will also streamline the decision-making process
in many legislative areas,such as justice,by making it more difficult for one country to veto
a proposal and by more closely allocating voting power in respect to national population size.
European citizens will additionally be given a stronger voice as the democratically elected
European Parliament will have larger powers in the decision-making process.

Belgian Prime Minister,Herman Van Rompuy,has been elected as the first European
Union president.In his new position,the president will chair all E.U.Summits,encourage
cohesion and cooperation, and represent the E.U. internationally. As the Belgian prime
minister,Mr.Van Rompuy has acted as a unifying force,and as the new president he hopes
to focus attention on issues of climate change and unemployment. E.U. Trade
Commissioner Baroness Catherine Ashton of the United Kingdom has been appointed as
the first High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy. Before joining the
government in Brussels,Baroness Ashton had served in a number of ministerial posts in
the British government.Both new appointees were chosen unanimously by the 27 mem-
ber states at a summit in Brussels on November 19,2009.

Bernard Kouchner, French Minister of Foreign and European Affairs, and Pierre
Lellouche,French Minister of State responsible for European Affairs,lauded the adoption of
the Lisbon Treaty in a joint declaration,stating "this completes an institutional process begun
20 years ago,the very day following the fall of the Berlin Wall,to tailor our institutions to E.U.
enlargement and the challenges of globalization.[…] The Lisbon Treaty marks a step for-
ward for Europe.France contributed a great deal to its drafting and ratification. This treaty
gives Europe the means to address the challenges confronting it." "The institutional innova-
tions brought in by the Lisbon Treaty will allow the emergence of a more efficient, more
democratic European Union, working for greater freedom, security and solidarity," they
added. President Barack Obama also applauded the Lisbon Treaty,affirming that it would
"strengthen the E.U.and enable it to be an even stronger partner to the United States." 
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The Lisbon Treaty enter ed into ef fect on
December 1, 2009.
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News From FranceIntroduces
an Emphasis from Experts
Aiming to provide you with the best tools to
understand French policies and current events,
News From Franceis excited to introduce a new
feature:L'Interview With the Expert. Drawing
upon the richness and diversity of the
Embassy's staff,L'Interview will offer you,in each issue,a discussion with a diplomat on a topic
of his or her area of expertise,thus contextualizing various issues in a question & answer for-
mat.The inaugural section in this edition examines the Lisbon Treaty.

France Launches a Nationwide Debate on National Identity



THE MOULIN ROUGE STILL KICKIN '
AFTER120 YEARS

The Moulin Rouge, the famous cabaret
that created the cancan, is celebrating
120 years of dancing girls and glitzy cos-
tumes this year. Built in 1889, the iconic
windmill on the Boulevard de Clichy in
Paris was the brainchild of Joseph Oller
and Charles Zidler, who wanted to
orchestrate "the most grandiose of tem-
ples of dance." The cabaret's success
soon exploded, with many artists like
Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec using the can-
can dancers as inspiration for their famous
paintings. After several years of hardship,
including two world wars and a fire, the
Moulin Rouge is now more popular than
ever, drawing over 600,000 spectators
annually to its shows 365 nights a year.
Dancers in the current revue Féerie, wear-
ing sequined costumes that sparkle
underneath the spotlights, embody the
spirit of rowdiness and fun that gave the
Moulin Rouge its reputation. Since 1963,
Jacki Clérico has been the director for
each themed cabaret production, super-
stitiously naming every one with a word
beginning with "F." Although the name
is still a closely guarded secret, the new
performance starting in 2012, is likely to
astound audiences as all shows at the
Moulin Rouge have done for 120 years. 

PARISIAN LANDMARK FINISHES ITS

ANNIVERSARY YEAR IN STYLE

When the Eiffel Tower was
inaugurated in March 1889,
it was lit by 10,000 gas
lamps. Now at the end of its
120th anniversary year, the
1,066-foot-structure is
adorned with the latest gen-
eration of LED lights, glitter-

ing from purple to turquoise and finally
to the famous French tricolore of blue,
white and red. This colorful spectacle will
illuminate the Tower every night on the
hour until December 31. The Tower's
symbolic lighting scheme has recently
been used to pay creative tribute to such
events as France's presidency of the
European Union in 2008 (picture
above). Reflecting the focus on envi-
ronmental conservation, the new light-
ing system, installed in 2005, has yield-
ed a 30 percent reduction in the
Tower's energy consumption. The Eiffel
Tower is the one of the world's most
visited monuments.

E n  b r e f

The Moulin Rouge will intr oduce
its next show in 2012.

[ Current Events ]

2 NEWS FROM FRANCE

Evoking the catwalks of Paris in the hallowed halls of Washington,D.C.,French Ambassador Pierre Vimont hosted a fashion pres-
entation  and reception in honor of the Congressional French Caucus to celebrate French-American relations.Held on December
8 at the Residence of France,this special event brought together Members of Congress and other government officials,fashion
industry executives,young fashion students,and other distinguished guests.

Established in 2003 by The Honorable Amo Houghton,who attended the reception,the French Caucus is a bipartisan,bicam-
eral congressional member organization, dedicated to enhanced U.S.-French relations in the spirit partnership and cooperation.
Since its inception, the Caucus has fostered dialogue and multicultural understanding around both policy debates and cultural
events that contextualize the depth and dynamic nature of French-American relations. At the December event, Ambassador
Pierre Vimont lauded the French Caucus's ongoing efforts.

According to a report by Congressional Research Service,which was requested by the French Caucus,a billion dollars a day in
commercial transactions occur between France and the U.S. In remarks at the reception, Caucus Co-Chair Congressman John
Boozman applauded French investment in the United States,while fellow Caucus Co-Chair Representative Jim Oberstar, accen-
tuated the palpable cross-cultural appreciation by reciting Baudelaire's Albatross in flawless French.

U.S.lawmakers weren't the only ones to celebrate Franco-American friendship. Legendary fashion house DIOR added a fes-
tive air to the reception by presenting its 2010 Cruise Collection. Vintage DIOR bar jackets and a special scarf blending the French
and American flags,designed by Christian Dior himself, were specially shipped from DIOR's Paris archives for the reception. The
gathering also fostered inspiration for aspiring young American designers,as students from Marymount University,in Arlington,
VA,met and interacted with representatives of the fashion industry.

French Ambassador Honors Franco-American Cooperation in Style

Above, left: Fr ench Caucus Co-Chair Rep. John Boozman applauds Fr ench-American r elations.  He is accompanied by (L-R):
Caucus Co-Chair Rep. Jim Oberstar; Chairman of L VMH Moët Hennessy Louis V uitton Inc., Renauld Dutr eil;  and French

Ambassador Pierr e Vimont.  Above right: Fashion students fr om Marymount with Ambassador V imont.
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Interview with Bertrand Buchwalter,
Counselor for European and Eurasian
Affairs at the Embassy of France in the
United States

What will be the impact of the Lisbon
Treaty for transatlantic relations ?

As President Obama rightfully said in
his message issued on November 19,the entry into force of the
Lisbon Treaty strengthens the E.U. and will enable it to be an
even stronger partner for the U.S.Together,we will be in a better
position to address our common bilateral, regional and global
challenges.

What kind of changes will the
Treaty establish ?

First, the E.U. will be more
effective thanks to the perma-
nent President of the European
Council and the extension of the qualified majority. Second,the
E.U. will have a stronger voice on the international stage,thanks
not only to the newly established High Representative but also to
the provisions of the Treaty that aim at strengthening the EU
defense and security policy. Last but not least,the E.U. will be
more democratic,more transparent and even closer to EU citi-
zens:the role of the European parliament is enhanced,so is the
one of national parliaments;European citizens will also have the

right to petition the European Commission. The notion of
European citizenship is also strengthened.Young EU nationals
will be able to join humanitarian EU missions overseas,a venture
that will pretty much look like the U.S.Peace Corps.

What were France's contributions towards the success of the
treaty?

As you know, the French did reject the draft of the European
Constitution in 2005.So did the Dutch later on. While cam-
paigning for the presidential elections in France,Nicolas Sarkozy
made it clear that he wanted to work toward a document that
would preserve as much as possible from the previous draft in

order to make the E.U.more democrat-
ic,more effective and more active on the
international scene. Along with the
German and Portuguese presidencies,
France was thus very active in shaping
the debate that led to the signing of the
Lisbon Treaty in December 2007.

What are the next steps?

We Europeans should all feel thrilled by these new develop-
ments.The Lisbon Treaty puts an end to a long-lasting insti-
tutional soul-searching. We, so to speak,put the house in
order. Now it's up to us to live up to the commitment spelled
out in the Rome Treaty, that is achieving step after step "an
ever closer Union." 
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CALIFORNIA WINE COUNTRY
RECOGNIZES THE FRUIT OF
FRENCH ARTIST

His paintings
blend the old
and the new,
integrating
the feel of
stained-glass
windows and
an Old World
love of the
land with a
pop art edge.
Erwin Dazelle,
a self-taught
French painter
now living in

the rich valleys of California wine
country, explained that he has
"always been drawn to the United
States." The son of glassblowers
from southwestern France, Dazelle
brings a personal touch to modern
art strongly influenced by the wine-
making community. After 12 years
of work as a professional painter, he
was recognized by the Paso Robles
Wine Country Alliance (PRCWA) as
their Artist of the Year 2010. This
accolade is far from a mere honorary
title, since as Artist of the Year
Dazelle will become a partner of
PRCWA and will paint the visual pro-
motions for the region's three wine
festivals in 2010. This is the first time
the organization has  honored a for-
eign artist.  

ONLINE CHANNEL RELIEVES
NOSTALGIA

For French feeling nostalgic for
their homeland, fellow expatriate
Henri Bazerque has a solution: tele-
vision on the Web specifically
designed for French ressortissants
living in the U.S. from L'Hexagone.
Launched March 6 at the Alliance
Française of Miami, the site
USA21.tvwelcomed its 100,000th
visitor in September and offers a
variety of programming primarily in
French, specifically in the areas of
culture, gastronomy, issues sur-
rounding property acquisition in
the U.S., and practical questions for
those new to America. "We want-
ed to highlight the French who live
[here] and cover the French pres-
ence in the United States," stated
Mr. Bazerque. This free online tele-
vision station also broadcasts
Destination Réussite(Destination
Success), produced by the French
channel TV5 Monde and poised to
answer questions regarding life
abroad. The success of USA21.tv
has inspired Mr. Bazerque to think
even bigger, considering extending
the service to New York, Chicago,
Los Angeles and eventually, per-
haps the rest of the U.S.

NEWS FROM FRANCE 3

[ France & America ]

No Passport Needed for Kids on International Artistic Adventures

Sciences Po Launches New Campus and Academic Program
L'Institut d'Études
Polit iques de Paris,
known as Sciences
Po, is one of
France's elite insti-
tutions of higher
learning in the
political sciences.
Approximately 40
percent of its
8,600 students are
from internation-
al backgrounds,
offering a unique
mu l t i cu l t u r a l
approach to edu-
cation. Beginning
in September
2010,the universi-

ty will launch a new regional campus in Reims,France,to focus
on its renowned expertise in Euro-American relations.The new
site will offer a three-year bachelor program with most courses
taught in English and the option of enrolling in a French
Language Certificate.If the bilingual environment weren't enough,

students are further exposed to cultural diversity by participat-
ing in an obligatory study abroad program in their third year at
one of Sciences Po's 350 partner universities around the world.
Sciences Po has revolutionized its credential system by award-
ing Reims graduates a Bachelor of Arts degree that will be rec-
ognized on both sides of the Atlantic, giving students a wide
range of cross-cultural training and access to employment
opportunities.

Internationally renowned for its multi-disciplinary educa-
tion in social sciences,including economy,sociology,law, polit-
ical science,and history,Sciences Po was founded in 1872 and
has since risen to its place as a member of France's grandes
écoles, a group of institutions sometimes likened to the Ivy
League.Each year, the university welcomes more North
American students than any other post-secondary educational
institution in France,dispersed among its six other campuses in
Le Havre, Poitiers, Dijon, Menton, Nancy, and the flagship
campus in Paris.While Paris offers a more generalized course
of study, the campuses throughout the country offer specific
concentrations such as Franco-German studies in Nancy,Asian
studies in Le Havre,and Mediterranean and Middle Eastern
studies in Menton.

For more information on the Reims program,please visit:
http://college.sciences-po.fr/sitereims.

This fall, children from all over Washington, D.C., embarked on almost four weeks of
European artistic adventures,no passport required.The second annual Kids Euro Festival is
one of the country's largest performing arts festivals for children,uniting the embassies of the
27 European Union member states as well as more than 20 cultural institutions.Aimed at kids
between the ages of four and twelve,the festival presented more than 150 free events at fami-
ly-friendly venues around D.C., as well as at schools and hospitals,from October 15-
November 10.Renowned European children's entertainers from almost every genre enchant-
ed their young audiences by performing youth-oriented opera,improvisational storytelling,
puppetry,dance,and acrobatics.Screenings of European children's films and readings of
favorite European tales rounded out the month of imaginative artistic journeys.

The Embassy of France was a proud collaborator in the festival,hosting several countries'
events at La Maison Française.French presentations included a magic show by award-winning magician Olivier Macia ("Olmac") as well
as screenings of French films The Fox and the Child (2007),Mia and the Migoo(2008),and animated shorts.Several French workshops also
taught youngsters about French art, film, and cuisine.Children created their own Matisse-inspired masterpieces using paper cutouts of
Parisian monuments,learned animation filmmaking techniques,and even made their own authentic French food.

Children enjoy a performance at
the Embassy of Sweden.

Sciences Po’s new campus in Reims is
ready to r eceive motivated students

from both sides of the Atlantic.

Erwin Dazelle is
the first for eign
artist to win the

awar d. 
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The family ofNew York City public schools that offer bilingual French-English education is expanding to include
its newest member,an elementary school in Brooklyn's Williamsburg neighborhood. Starting in 2010,the
school will offer a bilingual kindergarten course in French and English.The new offering marks a success for the
group of three parents,Léa Joly-Sloan,Josée Bienvenu and Thoby Oppenheimer,that launched the initiative for
a French-English program at their local Brooklyn school.In the past ten years,the Williamsburg area has seen
many Francophones relocating to the neighborhood who are keen to encourage their children's acquisition of
French cultural heritage.In the past year,this trio of parents gained the support from both their community and
the Embassy of France’s Cultural Services to successfully anchor another bilingual program in Brooklyn.

French-English immersion programs have proven to be wildly successful in the New York City area.In late
October, four New York principals received the  Academic Palms award — a French honor bestowed on those
who have made outstanding contributions to education — for their work in initiating bilingual language pro-
grams at their schools.Presented by French Ambassador Pierre Vimont,the medal underscored the continuing
brotherhood between Americans and French."It's incredible to think that everything began with a group of par-
ents in a living room," said an American mother whose two children attend an recognized principal's school.
"And now,four principals are receiving an honor from the French government." 

Bilingual Education Is Booming in Brooklyn 
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Thanks to the bilingual
programs, Brooklyn’ s
youngsters can lear n

French at an early age. 



4 NEWS FROM FRANCE

Throughout the ages,Paris and chocolate have
shared a style and sophisticated taste that leaves
everyone wanting more.At this year's Professional
Chocolate Show in the City of Light, chocolate afi-
cionados easily got their fill as over 80 exhibitors dis-
played their products and demonstrated their talents
to captive international audiences from October 14-
16.The sweetest event of the fair,however,took place
not at a booth, but in an enormous showroom,
where chocolatiers from 19 countries fervently com-
peted to win the title of World Chocolate Master.

The World Chocolate Masters was established in
2004 by international chocolate corporation Barry
Callebaut.Christened the "Oscar in chocolate mak-
ing," the competition challenges innovative choco-
late professionals from all over the world to prove
their confectionary merit in creating unique bon-
bons,pastries,desserts,and sculptures focusing on
the theme of haute couture,or high fashion.As stat-
ed by the competition officials,the idea of haute cou-
turenaturally combines chocolate and fashion, as

both require "the same enquiry of purity and style for a unique result: enchantment."
To earn a place at the World Chocolate Masters,contestants had already enchanted

judges during the first phase of the competition, in which national juries selected one
finalist to represent their country.These finalists,hailing from Mexico,Belgium,Japan,
and many other nations,now had to astound an expert panel of chocolatiers to win a
grand prize worth over $29,000 and the title ofWorld Chocolate Master.To accomplish
this feat,the chocolate artists faced a daunting task:11.5 hours over the course of the
competition to create two different kinds of bonbons,a chocolate pastry,a chocolate
dessert,and two chocolate showpieces,all inspired by haute couture.For the first show-
piece,the contestants were given a hat specially designed by Mademoiselle Slassi,an
internationally renowned hat designer,and were challenged to decorate and arrange it
using only chocolate components.The second showpiece,a large chocolate sculpture
standing at least one meter tall,allowed competitors to interpret high chocolate fashion
in a truly delicious way. The panel judged each piece for its originality, technique,and
taste to determine who truly deserved to be named champion of the chocolatiers.

Representing the United States in this battle of the chocolate titans was Frenchman
Lionel Clement.Although born in France,Mr.Clement has most recently made a name
for himself stateside as chief chocolatier of the luxurious Wynn Las Vegas,a hotel and
casino in Nevada.A graduate of Les Sorbets professional culinary school in France,Mr.
Clement spent five years as a choco-
late maker at Lenôtre in Paris.In the
preliminary United States Masters of
Chocolate in 2008,Mr. Clement
wowed celebrity judges with his
sculpted silhouette ofa woman's face,
the chocolate layers held together
with cocoa butter and melted choco-
late. The success awarded him the
opportunity to compete in Paris for
the world championship.In an exclu-
sive interview with News From
France, Mr. Clement discussed the
privilege of participating in the com-
petition and to represent the United
States."It doesn't really matter what
your nationality is or your country.

The World Chocolate Masters: Battle of the Sweets

[ In Depth ]

When you get to the competition,all the judges judge is your skill [...] and not your nationality.
But I was proud to represent the U.S.,because it is a great country,and a big one.[...]It wasn't a
problem that I was French competing for the United States." Mr. Clement spent the year
between the U.S.Masters and the World Chocolate Masters practicing to go up against other
internationally renowned chocolate artists.Discussing the difficulty of working within the
defined regulations for the competition,Mr.Clement noted that "All the rules don't make the
competition easy at all [...] you have to find something that they've never seen before.So you
need to make sure you have the knowledge and the training to succeed."

On October 14,Lionel Clement and France's competitor Sébastien Trudelle began their
three-day race toward chocolate mastery. The grueling challenge started with the construc-
tion of their large chocolate sculpture,a truly formidable task to be completed in only three
hours.Unfortunately,with one hour left, Frenchman Trudelle's creation broke.Despite this
enormous setback,the jury commended Trudelle for his control and the fact that he was able
to recover part of the piece.Japanese contestant Shigeo Hirai wowed the judges with his large
showpiece named "Baroque Romance," an intricate sculpture of "a fragile yet powerful man-
nequin[ ...] posing as for a photographer." Over the next two days,the 19 finalists battled their
way through bonbons,pastries,desserts and finally a chocolate-decorated hat with the
Spanish,Swiss,Belgian and German contestants receiving special commendations.In the
end, it was Shigeo Hirai of Japan who took the ultimate title of World Chocolate Master,
beating out America's contender Lionel Clement,who received the honor of second place.
Sébastien Trudelle, in spite
of the difficulty with his
large showpiece, was
awarded fifth place. For
these master chocolatiers,
competing in the World
Chocolate Masters is
already the pinnacle of
achievement. They per-
formed under enormous
pressure and succeeded in
creating amazing works of
chocolate and art.

Chocolate first arrived in France in 1643 when the Spanish princess Maria Theresa brought
an ornate chest filled with drinking chocolate as an engagement gift, honoring her marriage
to French King Louis XIV.Paris was quickly overwhelmed by a chocolate-fueled wildfire.The
elites prized the drink not only because of its delicious taste and rarity, but also for its repu-
tation as an aphrodisiac.Chocolate was even soon heralded as a cure-all for such afflictions
as seizures,ulcers,fever,and to ease childbirth. As one Italian writer commented in 1728,
"There is no counting the money that Europeans nowadays spend on cocoa and other
chocolate-related drugs." It wasn't until 1847 that the treat was transformed into the solid
form we know today by Fry & Sons,a British chocolate maker. The invention of the steam
engine allowed chocolate to be produced in large amounts by efficiently grinding cacao.

France is historically renowned for bringing the quality of chocolate to an entirely new
level.Among its many accomplishments,France is most well known for creating the truf-
fle.Building off of Henri Nestle's developments,French chocolatiers experimented with
the new medium of milk chocolate until they invented ganache,a combination of cream
and chocolate that forms the center of almost any truffle.In recent years,France has advo-
cated a "purist" approach to the production of chocolate.Since the early 1970s,countries
within the European Union have debated the standards and connotations surrounding
the term "chocolate." While some countries encourage the use of chocolate with a veg-
etable oil base,France and Belgium remain true to their belief that real chocolate is made
exclusively with cocoa butter, respecting traditional artisan craft.As of 2003,E.U. legisla-
tion mandates that producers can substitute less than 5 percent of cocoa butter in their
chocolate with vegetable oils and that these oils must be clearly labeled. No matter the
parameters surrounding the debate,there is no denying that chocolate remains a mouth-
watering, irresistible confection.

Lionel Clement car efully assembles
his chocolate showpiece which
earned him second place in the

World Chocolate Masters.

France’s “tasteful” show -
piece captur es the spirit of

haute couture . 

Chic cocoa models sport dr esses with chocolate
details on the Salon du Chocolat’ s runway .   

Clash of the Chocolate Titans
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France: A Champion of Chocolate 
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In a study sponsored by the French
Ministry of Health and the Toulouse
University Hospital, researchers from
INSERM (the French National Institute
for Health and Medical Research) found
that diabetes is correlated with a slowing
of memory loss from Alzheimer's dis-
ease.Following a four-year study of 600
Alzheimer's patients,about 10 percent of
whom had diabetes,it was revealed that
those with diabetes scored markedly
higher on biannual memory and think-
ing tests than those who did not."This
result was surprising," admitted Dr.
Caroline Sanz of INSERM."Our initial
hypothesis was that diabetes would

increase the rate of cognitive decline
in people with Alzheimer's disease."
Although it was not clear why dia-
betes was shown to slow memory
loss, the team postulated that this
could be an effect of medications
taken by diabetics used to control
blood sugar or high blood pressure.
Although there is currently no cure
for Alzheimer's disease,these find-
ings could open new possibilit ies for
treating the degenerative illness.The
team's findings were published in the
October 27 edition of Neurology, the
medical journal of the American
Academy of Neurology.

TEXANSSAY "H ELLO" TO FRENCH

MUSIC

On some Sundays in Texas,
Francophiles can enjoy the sweet
sounds of French music during Bonjour
Chanson(Hello Song), a radio program
also available for free online through
www.prx.org. Created by Charles
Spira, a Belgian director of nuclear
physics now living in the United States,
the show has been airing since  2008
and aims to increase knowledge of
Francophone music within the U.S. "I
was used to, each week, going to the
music hall [in Belgium] ... It was a sort
of concert given in public, where fran-
cophone artists performed at the
beginning of their career," remembers
Mr. Spira. Running 25 minutes, the
broadcasts feature Spira's anecdotes in
English alongside famous French
artists. "The goal is to eliminate the lan-
guage barrier to make [people] under-
stand... the emotion of French songs,"
stated Mr. Spira. Though Bonjour
Chanson may still be limited in its air-
time, the program has received praise
from some prominent figures such as
Quebec singer Lara Hurni.  The pro-
gram may be able to draw inspiration
from similar radio shows, such as
Boston's bilingual French Toast, which
airs Monday mornings from 6 to 8 am
and features French songs, reports
highlighting Francophone culture,
and interviews. Like Bonjour
Chanson, fans can follow French
Toastonline at wmbr.org. 

NEW SKIN GRAFTCOULD SAVELIVES

French scientists at the Institute for
Stem Cell Therapy and Exploration of
Monogenic Diseases (I-stem), located
on the outskirts of Paris, have devel-
oped a technique to rapidly create
grafts of human skin, which could
mean a breakthrough in the treatment
of patients suffering extensive burns.
Currently, the process of growing skin
grafts from a patient's cell cultures
takes three weeks, which can leave
burn victims vulnerable to infection.
The new method would allow hospi-
tals to order epidermis to temporarily
cover the burns as soon as a new
patient is admitted. Because 200 to
300 people a year in France risk dying
from severe burns, research director
Marc Peschanski stated in an interview
with Reutersthat he hopes that this
new method will become a common
therapeutic tool to save lives. 

New Alzheimer's Findings Surprise French Researchers

[ Business and Technology ]
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French scientists discover ed a 
correlation between diabetes and

Alzheimer’ s disease.

The French Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs is the source of one of the
most popular iPhone uploads in France this fall, providing Internet users with
instant access to travel tips tailored to particular countries.The French applica-
tion, named Conseils aux Voyageurs(Advice to Travelers),was downloaded more
than 55,000 times in the one month since its launch, taking second place in the
list of Travel Applicationsjust behind Google Earth.

The ministry's Web site,visited by over 1.5 million users a month, has long
hosted a database of information for travelers.Conseils aux Voyageurseducates
visitors about the risks and situations they might encounter on their trips to
foreign countries.Wishing to make the information accessible to travelers
using the most effective modern technology, the Ministry of Foreign and
European Affairs proposed a free service available in mid-September to the
iPhone, iPod Touch, and phones using Android (a Google system that works
with smartphones and mobile phone terminals). This new tool  assembles the
most common questions and answers about specific countries,thanks to real-
time updates,an intuitive navigation system,and a simple structure that organ-
izes information by country and theme.For example,Internet users can search
for travel tips specifically regarding Honduras or Cambodia,or instead look for
incidences of earthquakes,accidents,or illness anywhere in the world.

Thanks to the success of the application, Apple chose Conseils aux
Voyageursas one of its primary downloads on its online store. For more infor-
mation or to download the application, please visit: www.diplomatie.gouv.fr.

Phone Application Puts Advice at Travelers' Fingertips

The French Ministry of For eign and
European Af fairs of fers travel advice

dir ectly to iPhones.

The secrets of
c h a m p a gn e ' s
sparkling bubbles
dance their way to
the surface as a
team of scientists,
led by French
researchers, exam-
ine the chemical
composition of
the celebratory
drink. Scientists
studied cham-
pagnes and high-

quality sparkling wines using mass spectrometers,which
identify a substance's particles.Research reveals that there
are up to 30 times more flavor-enhancing chemicals in the
bubbles than in the rest of the drink. As champagne is
poured into a glass,bubbles collapse and radiate tiny
droplets in the form of refreshing aerosols,which contain
aromatic chemical compounds.When the bubbles pop at
the surface of the champagne, the aromatic compounds
are released, giving drinkers an uplifting experience.
Fluted glasses are not just sophisticated, but actually
encourage more bubbles to ascend and improve the taste
of the champagne. Scientists plan to compare the data
with the reactions of wine connoisseurs to discover which
chemicals in the bubbles produce the best-tasting drink.

Unlocking Champagne’s Chemical Composition



PARISTHE SCENEOF A CONTEMPORARY

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIR

Paris hosted the International
Contemporary Art Fair (FIAC) from
October 22 - 25 in Cour Carrée of the
prestigious Louvre museum, in the
Tuileries gardens and in the Grand
Palais. Emerging artists and galleries
exhibited their pieces in the precincts
of one of the most renowned muse-
ums in the world, while more estab-
lished ones unveiled artworks by
leading artists only a stone's throw
from the Champs-Elysées.

A meeting place for collectors and
buyers from all over the world, FIAC
has bolstered Paris's reputation as a
hub of artistic creativity, attracting
over 210 exhibitors annually. In the
center of the Grand Palais, 10 world-
renowned galleries joined forces to
show approximately 20 exceptional
works of art by great masters. Visitors
were able to peruse sculptures and
paintings by such greats as Brancusi,
Picasso, Calder, Andy Warhol, Cindy
Sherman, Daniel Buren, Cy Twombly,
and Jeff Koons. 

Individual art aficionados are not
the only ones to make acquisitions
or participate in the event.  The
French Ministry of Culture and
Communication announced that it
had bought 24 works of art exhib-
ited at the fair. Paris's Town Hall
also displayed the latest acquisitions
of the municipal contemporary art
collection on one of the stands. 

This year, FIAC drew nearly 80,000 vis-
itors to see the over 4,000 artists on
display, an increase of nearly 23 per-
cent over the preceding year. Nearly
half of these visitors came from
abroad. Since its inception, the event
has spawned a host of initiatives relat-
ed to contemporary art, such as the
small exhibitions of young artists in the
"Show Off" tent under the pr estigious
Pont Alexandre III, as well as the events
held in the auditorium of the Louvre
museum or the Centre Pompidou. 

Extra! Extra!Thanks to a new state-sponsored
plan,French youth between the ages of 18 and
24 will be provided with a free year-long sub-
scription to the daily newspaper of their choice
in an effort to "encourage the renewal of read-
ership of the daily press." French Minister of
Culture Frédéric Mitterand proposed the $7.4
million initiative to both encourage readership
of print media and provide open access to cul-
ture for the country's youth. Launched
October 30, Mon Journal Offert (My Free
Newspaper) is expected to offer 200,000 recip-
ients one free weekly publication of their
choice.

The service affords a wide range of publi-
cations from which to choose,including near-
ly 60 popular dailies such as Le Monde, Le
Figaro, Aujourd'hui en Franceand Nice Matin. Following the
init ial one-year period, a discounted subscription rate will be

offered to participants to maintain their interest
in printed media.According to a study by the
Ministry of Culture in 2008 focusing on people
aged 15-24 in France,only 58 percent read a
daily newspaper versus a national average of 69
percent. This figure is an unexpected departure
from a similar report in 1997,which indicated
that 70 percent of young people in the same
range read a daily newspaper. The plan will
serve the dual purpose of bolstering the paper
press hit hard by the global financial crisis as
well as reawakening an interest in the tradition-
al media on the part of France's youth.

This initiative is part of the French govern-
ment's broader effort to support the written
press industry during a time of financial diffi-
culty and the rise of online news.In addition to

the Mon Journal Offert plan,the state has pledged 20 million
euros to help reinvigorate the industry.

New French Initiative Offers Free Newspapers to Youth

6 NEWS FROM FRANCE

[ Society ]

Claude Lévi-Strauss,the famed French social scientist considered
the father of modern anthropology, recently passed away at the age
of 100.His incredible six-decade career earned him worldwide
acclaim for his literary and anthropological works,such as Tristes
Tropiques (1955) and Mythologiques(1964-1971),as well as for his
acclaimed theories of human behavior. Born in Brussels in 1908 to
French parents,Mr. Lévi-Strauss studied at the Sorbonne in Paris,
conducted field research among Brazilian indigenous cultures,and
later taught at prestigious universities around the world.He is most
well known for championing structuralism, or the school of
thought in which universal "structures" or elements underlie all
human activity and give shape to apparently disparate societies.Mr.
Lévi-Strauss proposed that although on the surface different tribal
and cultural customs appear different, the sub-structures are the
same.His ideas revolutionized modern views of non-Western cul-
tures and were some of the first to fully portray the riches of cultural
diversity.Mr. Lévi-Strauss' research emphasized the common aspects of humanity,pioneering the French study of anthropology and
ethnology. Thanks to his contributions,France continues to be a leader in these fields today.

President Nicolas Sarkozy honored Mr.Lévi-Strauss on November 3,paying tribute to "the indefatigable humanist [...] always in
pursuit of new knowledge." In a statement issued from Elysée Palace,Mr.Sarkozy "salute[d] the memory of a truly great scholar,always
open to the world, who created modern anthropology and brought the reputation of French social and human sciences to an even
higher level." 

Reflections on the Father of Modern Anthropology

Visitors to the Inter national
Contemporary Art Festival tour the

installation at the Grand Palais.

ONLINE FORUM BUILDS
FRENCH-AMERICANSYNERGIES

A recently launched W eb site,

American Center France , aims to build

synergies between institutions promot -

ing Franco-American friendship by serv -

ing as a cross-generational meeting

place that advocates the long-lasting

transatlantic alliance. Launched under

the auspices of the U.S. Embassy in

France, American Center France boasts

resources in both French and in English

for foundations, think tanks, associa -

tions, exchange organizations and per -

sons interested in French-American rela -

tions. Aspiring to serve as "the hub for

Franco-American exchange," the site

of fers a directory of institutions, a

shared calendar for French-American

events, pertinent news, background

papers about Franco-American rela -

tions, and an online forum enabling

institutional leaders to seek out partners

and information for new projects. 

The site takes a holistic approach to

highlighting the historical friendship by

facilitating an exchange of and mutual

respect for cultural heritage and educa -

tion. Featuring cross-cultural blogs, W eb

sites and online magazines, American

Center France of fers a dynamic

approach to the robust alliance. For

more information, please visit:

www .americancenterfrance.org .

Claude Lévi-Strauss r evolutionized the study of
moder n anthr opology and r evitalized the Fr ench

school of thought in the discipline. 

The new initiative
encourages young 

people to take a fr esh
look at print media.
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FRENCH CULTURE HEATSUP

TUESDAY EVENINGS IN NEWYORK

Residents of the Big
Apple can now
sample France's cul-
tural richness one
evening a month
through "French
Culture Nights,"
which will bring
t o g e t h e r
Francophone artists,
musicians, and writ-
ers eager to show-
case their talents to
an enthusiastic audi-
ence. The series
draws its inspiration
from the successful

reaction to French Culture Guide, a ref-
erence book to all things French in New
York City. Less exclusive and more
accessible than other New York
events, according to its organizers,
French Culture Nights hopes to reach
a wide audience. "We wanted to cre-
ate an event that would show a large
range of what the French language
and culture can offer," stated Enrique
Gonzalez, one of the organizers. "We
simply wanted to offer a new option,
more accessible."The exciting
October 21 launch featured an
eclectic mix of artists. For more
information on the series and future
French-themed nights, please visit:
www.frenchculturenights.com. 

LABOR OF LOVE: THE WORLD'S
LARGEST T IRAMISU

It took 4,000 eggs, 660 pounds of mas-
carpone cheese, 26 pounds of choco-
late and 12 French chefs to achieve a
milestone in dessert-making and earn
the coveted Guinness World Record title
of the World's Largest Tiramisu. The
French beat out the previous record
holders, a Swiss group whose dessert
had weighed 1,722 pounds, to win a
slice of culinary immortality for a good
cause. This incredible confectionery feat
was undertaken at Chokogou, a food
fair near Lyon, France, where chefs
worked through the night to create a
masterpiece so large it needed to be
stored in a local ice rink. At 2,367
pounds, the colossal homage to the
classic dessert will be sliced up and
sold to raise money for various chari-
ties. Tiramisu is a cake made from
lady fingers dipped in espresso and
covered in a mixture of mascarpone
cheese, sugar and eggs which is then
dusted with cocoa.  The name
derives from the Italian meaning
"pick me up," in r eference to the
uplifting effects of chocolate and
espresso. Although the origins of the
dessert are traced to Italy, tiramisu
has become a beloved treat around
the world. 
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Boom! Crack! Clank! Astérix has certainly left his trace in France through his comic book
travels in Roman Gaul and continued to make waves this October to celebrate his 50th
anniversary.A truly revolutionary character, Astérix originated from creative masterminds
writer René Goscinny and illustrator Albert Uderzo, first appearing as a comic strip in the
October 1959 issue of French magazine Pilote. Astérix and his equally illustrious sidekick
Obélix journey through the pages exploring the historic countries of Italy,Germany and
Egypt, among others. These "inseparable and delightfully complementary characters"
always stay true to their roots,hailing from a small Gaulish village in Brittany,as they repeat-
edly triumph over their opponents. Their odysseys provide commentary on history, poli-
tics and culture to readers across the world, as more than 325 million copies of the comic
books have been sold and translated into 107 languages.

With the death of René Goscinny in 1977,Albert Uderzo faced difficulties in continuing
Astérix's adventures.However,he did not let his audience down.Now in their 50th year,the
characters venture through the ages in Astérix and Obélix's Birthday: the Golden Book,which
was released October 22.Uderzo imagines the characters at different times in their lives,cre-
ating a window into their youth and maturity. Along with the new book,136 figurines of
the most well-known characters have been made to highlight the theme of family and
friendship inherent in the series.Nintendo is also releasing a video game in honor of the
Gaulois' birthday called Astérix: Ils sont fous ces Romains. As Telegraphwriter Tom Payne
states,the anniversary emphasizes that while "Astérix has been teasing the French about their
most sacred treasures[ ...] for most of those 50 years,he's been one himself."

Capturing Christmas Through Magical Markets

As winter's colder weather approaches,it is carrying a
warm seasonal cheer as France prepares its beloved and
iconic Christmas markets.With decorated chalets to help
spread holiday merriment, these colorful markets tit il late
visitors with fresh regional delicacies and beautiful arts
and crafts.

French Protestants in Strasbourg began the Christmas
market tradition in 1570,and today the Alsatian town cele-
brates almost 500 years of market history.Originally,the mar-
kets helped to supply rural inhabitants with all the ingredients
necessary for preparing and baking festive Christmas and sea-
sonal dishes.Since the Christmas markets' inception, chalets
have been laden with classic delights such as foie gras,the
Aquitaine seasonal specialty of duck and goose liver, and
Bûche de Noël. This log-shaped cake is inspired by the Yule
logs that would burn throughout Christmas night. Santons,

the collectable figurines which depict saints,shepherds and
Magi and date back to 17th-century Provence,are also fea-
tured at the markets. In fact, a special santon fair is held in
Marseille during December, but the true santoncapital of the
world is Aubagne in southeastern France.

As 150,000 lights outfit the Champs-Elysées through the
project Paris Lights Paris, which decorates 30 Parisian neigh-
borhoods alongside the French capital,the Christmas spirit
jingles in French markets.Visitors can enjoy the aromas and
flavors of savory sweets and mulled wine while listening to
the harmonious sounds of carols or jazz,orchestra, and
brass band concerts. Throughout France, the 83 French
Christmas markets bring communities together for rejoic-
ing, shopping and visiting Père Noël, with some of the most
well-known Christmas markets located in Strasbourg,
Chartres,Amiens,Noisy le Grand,Lille,Reims and Avignon.

Christine
Capdeville
entertains

the bilingual
crowd.

Famed Comic Book Hero Astérix Celebrates 50 Years

The bustling Christmas Market in Lille is a traditional Fr ench holidy pastime. 
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Parc Astérix , north of Paris,
celebrates the legacy of

Astérix and Obélix.

©
 P

ar
c 

A
st

ér
ix

 2
00

9



PRESORTED
FIRSTCLASSMAIL

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

Washington, DC
Permit N0. 4620

French Embassy Press and  I nformation Service
4101 Reservoir Road,NW

Washington,DC 20007-2182

News FromFRANCE

E D I T O R - I N - C H I E F
Emmanuel Lenain

E D I T O R S
Alexis Berthier, Luis Vassy

M A N A G I N G  E D I T O R
Thomas Rottcher

S E N I O R  W R I T E R S
Kristin Hussey, Claire Mongeau 

W R I T E R S
Mirela Missova, Julienne Niemiera

To change your address, subscribe (for
free) or unsubscribe, please contact:

NEWS FROM FRANCE
F R E N C H  E M B A S S Y  P R E S S  &  

I N F O R M AT I O N  S E RV I C E
4101 Reservoir Road, NW

Washington, DC 20007-2182
Tel: (202) 944-6060  
Fax: (202) 944-6072

E-mail:
info@ambafrance-us.org

http://www .ambafrance-us.org

[ France in America ]
Winter Break

News From France will resume 
production in late Junuary.  Until then,
the publication would like to thank
you for your loyal readership and wish
everyone  a happy holiday season. 


