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President 8ikozys Visits to the U.S. éster htemational Cooperation

France Repaes for the ¢lear Mn-RoliferationTreaty
Review Gnfeence

New York Gty will host the net
Nudear Non-Proliferaton Treay &=
(NPT) Revew Conference at the
world UN healguarters fom May 3-
28.The onference ontinues thera-
dition of reviewing the NPT at Y-
year inenals sine the Teay's imple
mentation in 1970 and W provide a
forum for discussing q@ssing isges
wuch as mdear disamament and
non-proliferation, the avanement
of nudear cvil energy, and meagres 2
to promote the Teay's uniersality.
Frane will highlight its @mmitment

to the NPT and recourage inema
tional @nsesus o nudear nan-proliferation. The onference aimsa alopt a "©ncrete
and ealisic plan d acion" to ensure rudear seurity and ceaing "a nev nudear ader
base on the NPT and theealifes d the world." Fran@ has araly talen irreveside
acfon toward disamament, uch as educing the ainpome @mponent of its nudear
deterrece Dree by a thid, as vel as éminating its rudear esing facilities. French
Minister of Forégn and EiropeanAffairs Bemard Kouchnea champianed the pushdr
disamamant, stafng, "We hqe that dlthe rudear pwers jon us in pomoting [the
NPT].We can aly @ntinue cown the path 6disamamaent if the will to move brward is
shaed by al. Trust,transpaency and eciprocity ae the basi®if disamament." For more
information on Fran@'s siion, pleaseurn to pag@ 2 and igit wwwiranetnp2010.fr

and his we b a dinne at theWhite Housemarking the fist ime that the ®amas hae
hostd anothe heal o stak in thér private apaiment. The Fench presiant preseted his
American ounterpart with an 18th entury document aocrediting Benjamin Fanklin as
ambassior to Fan®. Shaing an animad omponent of French culiure, Presiant

Sarkozy gie Sisha and lelia Ghama adllection cmic books d the famel French heo,

Astéix, which chronides the dventures éthe Gaulish waior and his fiends.
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Presidents Sarkozy and Obama held a joint pr  ess conference on Mar ch 30.

-

French Resiant Nicolas &rkozy lecetly visited the United Stags in March andApril to dis

cuss isges adh as tpbal financial ahitectre and intmational rudear wlicy. During his
first vsit an March 29-30the French presiant addresse an audiace at théorld Lealers
Forum at Wlumbia Univessity, met with UN Secretary-General Ban K-Moon and hé a
joint press anferance with Presiant Obama in viaich the tvo aldresse nudear sartions
on Iran and othematters onceming intemational seurity. Pesidnt Sarkozy eturned

the US.on April 12-13 ér the Nudear $curity Simmit in Washingbn, D.C.the largst
intematonal onference d world leaders o U.S.sdl sine the 8n FFanciso onvention,

which estalishel the United Nations in 194%residnt Sarkozy's vsits and Fane's licies
are discusskin detail on pag 4.

In addition to Rresiant Sarkozy's higp-levd mestings vith world lealers,he and Fench
First Laly Carla Buni-Sarkozy samplet various éements d American cultire and hetage
during the March \isit. The French First Guple patonized Ban's hili Bowd, locasd in
D.C.'s U Sed corridor. Onee knawn as the 'lack Broadwvay," the orridor was a ppular
hangut for venerated perfomers sich as Dike Hington, Miles Dais and Bk Fizgrald.
A long-ime sipporter of the ats,Mrs.Bruni-Sarkozy also igited the gerforming ats inst
tution the dilliard Stool to announe he foundaton's inifative br a Fench-American
exdang pogram br art sudents.

After a dy d political discussits,Presidnt and Mis.Obama ivited Rresidnt Satkozy

SmoneVeil Is Inducted to the dadémie

French political ion and

rancaise

ewlution o the languag. The tody onsists 6

Holocaustsrvivor Smone 40 menbers, known asimmortals,who hold 5 cyrrent Events
Vel was indided to the ther office r life. Vil occupies seat i\ 13, D.C. Open House
presigious  Académie which once kdonged to the estiened play-
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Francaise indfis a1 March
18. One ¢ Fran@'s most
prominent woices in the
' fight for women's iights,
[ LB Vel seved as the fst
female pesidnt of the
European Rdiament and

wright Recine in the 17thentury. Other promi-
nent members d the Académie hee induded
Alexandx Dumas,Victor Hugo, Louis Riseur
and\oltaire.

With he impresate persaal and jofessio-
al acanplishments, Vel's aldition to the
Acalémie ontinues theenowned aganizaion's
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Simone Veil delivers a speech accepting her

appointment to the Académie Francaise. ! ! ! 6 Society
twice as fFan@'s Mnister of  recod for honoring sane d the world's most -
Health as el as 6SaialAffairs. She is the sixthaman b join theAcadémie sinethe inst  remarkalde franmphones. French  presiant QUICHILEEES
tution's inepion in 1635 i Cardinal Rehelieu. Nicolas Sikozy atended the erenony and paid 7 Culture
TheAcalémie Fangaise is the@eminent insitution on maters pertaining 0 the  homage b the stagsvoman who has lé a lie d Casanova’s Adventures

French languag,usag and wcahllary. It seves as theffiial auhority an the languag
and is alsol@arged with publishing an fficial didionary that peseves andeflects the

sevice b he country and has sk rentless
oourage in he purauit of sacial pistce.

8 France in America
France in D.C.



AMERICAN NOBEL LAUREATE TO
TEACH IN PaARIS

The Paris Didext University ecently
welcomed Physics Nobel Laeate
George Smoot as an instructor and
reseacher in the field of cosmology
The American scientist was awaed
the Nobel Prize in 2006 for his
reseach on the Big Bang Theory
specifically elating to the state and
temperature of the cosmos, a body
of work that he published in his
1994 book, Wrinkles in Tme.
Pofessor Smoot was aecipient of
the France-Berkeley Fund, which
fosters Fench-American coopera
tion between the University of
Califomia campuses in Berkeley and
Santa Cruz, and Fench institutions.
The France-Berkeley Fund has facili
tated 245 projects since its inception
in 1993. The Paris Didext University
Pesident \incent Berger lauded
Piofessor Smoot's ecruitment,
asserting, "to my knowledge, this is
the first time that a Fench universi
ty has ecruited a foreign Nobel lau
reate to a permanent post." With
Pofessor Smoot's arrival, the univer
sity also hopes to aate a center of
cosmology on its new campus on the
Left Bank of Paris, similar to the one
the American eseacher ceated at
BerkeleyThe expansion of the Fench
university aims to expose students to
a wider variety of fields and inaease
France's eseach capabilities.

HAITIAN PAINTING TO BE RESTORED
Amid the ruins of the Haitian
presidential palace, Fench fire-
fighters unearthed Oath of the
Ancestors a painting that was
badly damaged in the earth
quake. Completed in 1822 by
Guillaume Guillon-Lethiee, the
composition is a symbolic piece
for Haitians and their historic path
toward democracy The epresen
tation depicts a meeting between
leaders of the Haitian Revolution,
General Jean-Jacques Dessalines

and Lieutenant ‘Bussaint
L' Ouverture as well as the leader
of the mulatto rebellion,

Alexande Pétion. Theframe was
damaged and the canvas ripped,
but the work of art is still able to
undergo the restoration process.
The Center for the Restoration
and Reseah of the Museums of
France (C2RMF) has endeawat
to restore the historic piece since it
acquired a familiarity with it dur-
ing the painting’s last estoration
in 1998. The C2RMF organizes
preventative conservation and
restoration pmojects for Fench
museums. In addition to this new
undertaking, the C2RMF is also
working on the reopening of the
Egyptian ooms in the Tessé
Museum, remounting Gallo-
Roman columns of the acheolog-
ical Meux-la-Romain Museum,
and restoring the ceiling of the
Régina Hotel in Paris
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Current Events

European Enbassies in D.C. &6t Qoen House in My

On May 8the enbassiesfdhe 27 E.UMember Staes in the Wited Stags vill
open ther doors b the pultic, preseting a are "lehind-the-gates” pportuni-
ty o vsit and @plore the wrious enbassies tughout Washingbn, D.C.
Running from 10:00 a.nto 4:00 pm., the event will shavcase the marculures
of Europe,alowing the pulic to sample &ious bods,music and drof differ-

ent countries.

This yearthe paticipaing enbassies ¥ unders@re the nabn of Gree
Europe: @al for the amnony and theraironmet, demonstrating o audieces
eah ountry's ajproad to takling dimate dange and gowing a tean eegy
ecaomy. Fo exampleat the Embassy Spainyisitors can learhow high-tech

) p——
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The French Embassy eagerly awaits friends and
families for the D.C. Open House on May 8.

windmills ae @mbaing dimate dang and the travé to the Embassyf o
Denmark, which boasts the fst cabon-neutral enbassyesidnce.Riding an the thene d environmental @nsciousness, fiee sluttle
departing from Dupont Girde will provide ransprtation to the \arious enbassies.

The dglong et is pat of a largr odebration, Passprt D.C.,hosed by the naprofit organizaion Quitural Tourism DC.cdebrat
ing intemational culure thiough the manth of May. Fa more inbrmation on the Gpen Houseplease igit: wwweurope-in-dc.om.

InterMew with Francois Rasgau,
Depty Chié of Mission at the
Embassy D Frane in Washingon,
D.C.

What is Fane's psiion on Nudear
Disamament?

Article 6 d the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Trealy sés a ery dear
gaal o nudear disamament and gneral and omplete dis
armament; therefore we ae fuly committed to disama
ment and theefore © nuclear disamament. We hae
proven that @mmitment. We hae talen unique measres
to fulfill this goal. Not only have we sigied and atified the
Comprehensive NuclearTest-Ban Tealy (CTBT), pro-
hibiting al nudear ests and mdear eplosims, but we
have also — andrnce sill is the mly nudearweamn
stae ©0 hae dne so —
closal, dismantlel complete-

ly and esbred our nudear
test si¢ in Mururoa, French

Polynesia. Article 6 d the

NPT has ben completed by

voluntary ommitments

taken in 1995when the NPT was indinitely extended and
we hae teen faithful to our word. If the first o these om-

mitments @ncemed CTBHF, the seond was abut the @s

saton of the poduction of fissile magnal for nucear
weamns;a trealy which is b be name the Fissile fdterial

Cut-off Treayy (FMCT). Frane has enstantly maintainel

its @mmitments © the FMCT in thedms ageed in 1995,
which are ednicaly descibed as the Shanmomandae —
Frane has alays emainal faithful o the Shanno man

date. As poof of our good faith,not only have we sbpped
the production of fissile magrial and dseved a maatori-

um — and thee ae mly four nudear Stats vhich have
done so — @ina has not eceptel auch a moatorium, but

we hae also tagn one sep more: Frane has dismantte
the faility that poduced fissile magral, in Piarelatte
Marcoule,and ehaklitated the plae in the RoneValley.

And once a@in, Frane is the oly nudearweamn Staé ©

have @ne so far

L'interview
with the expert

Then, in 2000NPT ®untries discusskeand ¢aborated
on a kind d general oadmap that was escibed as the 13
steps leding o nudear disamament. As the n&t NPT
Revew Conference is aproading, Frane has evewed al
the measres takn to implement the 13 g@ps and is gty
convinced that its ecod is seond to none. Let's recal,
finally, that Rresident Sarkozy expressd Fane's etemi-
nation to ectively mntribute © disamament in the \ery
important seet of Cherbourg last gar As an gample 6
the measres & transpaency and eduction announed
there,our aiborne rudear @mponent will be reduced by
a third. All in al, Frane defends a oncrete aproad that
extends keyand words inbb ection. There ae ®untries
which ar hapy with dropping nie words in faor of
nudear disamament. But, as the lw Stat negotiation has
most recetly shaved, acion is mae difficult. And action
is what we sek.

Don't we ned to sep up disama-
ment efforts © @mbat proliferation
more dfedively?

We hae b advane o hoth fidds as
a quickly as pssille. Usualy pele
talk alout the three pilars d the

NPT: nudear disamament, non-proliferation, and peaeul

use.Frane@ is ommitted to male its lest m evely and ag of

these thee pilars in a balared way.

Presidats Chama and Mdvelev sigied a nev ageenent
to reduce ther strategc nudear aseals bllowing from the
Strategc AAms Reduction Treaty (START). What is
Frane's siion?

We wamly welcome the atification and nev hilateral agee-
ment between Presidnts Cbhama and Mdvedev. & alvocae
the ontinuaton of a hlateral process breducing rudear
arsenalsas bresen in the ErropeanAction Plan o disama-
ment adopted alout two yeas ag at the Bropean 8mmit by
al Heals d Stae and Geemment on the basisfaa poposal
made by Frane@ ating as Residncy d the E.U This reduc-
tion is a piority,as the Us.and Russia sl hold nealy 95 er-
cent of the dobal rudear sbckpiles.



France & America

Sirring Amercan Zst for Fench Gstonomy

Guests sample an array of Fr ench products at
the French Food Connection.

Far the burth consettive yearthe New York and Risian dfices
of UBIFRANCE,in conjunction with the Fench Trade Offie,
organizd a tavding gastonomy shav throughout the Lhited
Staes.Comprisal o neaty two dozen French food cmpanies,

the Fench Food Connection visited Los Angdes,Washingon,
D.C.,and Mami from April 17-23 ér a week-long oadshav. The
campanies peseted thar produds b over 150American om-
panies — inkuding lacal importers, distributors, restauateurs,
buyes,as vel as the pess —da boost the isibility o ther food-
suffs. Incorporated into ther visits were pesatatons o the
local alimetary makes, briefings ty American @stonomic
professioals.excursians b distibution and saleseaters,as vell
as bod-tasing fairs.

Accoding o Chafdes Duque, Foad Division directa at
UBIFRANCE,"The last thee elitions hae kee very sicoessful
for the Fench. Ninety percent of companies \wo paticipated in
past €litions hae inceasd ther business in the |S.,and ae-
quarter of this year's ompanies & lepeat paticipants.” he ink
tiative aimsa fostr collaborative goportunities fgweean French
producers and thi American ounterpauts.

For more informaton on next year's Fench Food
Connection, please isit: www frenchfoodoconnection.com.

Ameican Fhotographers &pture Fance

If a pidure is vorth a thousand wrds,then the photographs talen by a goup o eight
graduate stidents séected from variousAmerican at and design institutions ould write
a novd about the cifes thg visited — and that wasxectly ther missian. The gogram
JainesTalents (Young Talents) is a jint initiative by the Fench Govemment Tourist
Office and the fench Cultural Srvices in losAngeles that seks b promote coss-cu
tural educaional exchanges.The initiative @mbines at, creatvity and burism © alow
budding American photographers hailing fom New York, LosAngeles and w Orleans
to relay the hisbry and cultre d French life though the lens d a camea. From March
27 -April 11, each photographer travded to French regons b unwve the daracte of
one d the six paticipating areas (Ax-en-Provence, Arles,Lille, Marselle, Toulon and
Tahiti). The pupose @ the rip was 6 produce a sdes d photographs that capure the
essace d French life and culire through fresh grspectives.Upon ther return, eight
photographs fom eah rising atist were displged at louis Sem FineArts Galery in
West Hbllywood, California. The Fench Deputy Qultural Attaché at the bsAngeles on-

sulate, Yann Rerreau,obseved that,"JeinesTalentsis a unigie @portunity to open the
boundaries d an, creatvity and cultral exchanges," and céd the eallt "one d the
most eciting, subversive and ballenging ait concepts to dae."

For more information on JainesTalents and © see sme d the photographs,please

visit: www.franeguide.om/jeunestalats.

Maria Schriber's awar d-
winning photo — a study
in ar chitectural depth and

perspective.

Richmond's Eatue Resentation

French cinehiles fom al
ove the Lhited Staes gith-
erad at the 18thAnnual
French Film Festval in
Richmond, Virginia, held
beween March 25-28.
Preseted by Virginia
Commonwealth Uhiversity
(VCU) and the Wiversity
of Richmond (UR),the film
festval is the largst d its
kind in the US.Eah year
the festval shavcases an
array o French and fian
cophone films, rangng
from shat films to full-
length shavings. The &/ent not only presaits the vorks d

wel-estallished directors, but also those fahe net genera-
tion of filmmakers.Founded in 1993the esival seks b pro-
mote Fench languag cinena and apss-cultiral agpreciaion.

The 2010 dition of the festval introduced novd com-
ponents.In partnership with Parisian film sbool La Fémis,
this year's "Maser Class" eplored the bpic o "3-D
Tedinology in Filmmaking" The dass gwe VCU and UR
film students the @portunity to review 35mm shats with
both American and Fench film experts. Instructors
included professos from the two Rchmond-base univer-
sities, the Hench audiovisual melia aganizaton
Commissin Supérieure Tecnique ce I'lmage & du Son,
and La FémisThe estval not aly cdlebrates Fench aon-
temporary cinema, but also the wing transatlanic
appreciaton and ethusiasm dér French film.

For more informaton on the film esival, please wit:
wwwifrenchfilm.veu.edu.

FRENCH WARSHIP DELIVERS BoOKS
70 NYC STUDENT S

The Mar ching Tigers Band
celebrates the Fr ench
warship's book delivery .

The Fench helicopter carrier
Jeanne d'Arc arrived in New

York City on March 31 with a

mission not of aggression and

combat, but one of education

and philanthropy. The warship

transported 2,000 dictionaries,

textbooks, novels and comic
books to be donated to

American students. The transat

lantic voyage was Jeanne

d'Arc's final mission befoe

being decommissioned after a
46-year caeer spanning nearly
1,800,000 nautical miles. The
books were offered to children

participating in the Fench-

English dual language and
French Heritage Language po-

grams, as well as the Fnch

after-school classes organized
by the Education Francaise a
New York, a parent-run educa

tional organization that pro-

motes bilingual programs in

New York public schools.

French Ambassador to the
United States Piee Vimont
attended the book donation cer
emony featuring a delegation of
students from the Jordan L.
Mott Middle School in the
Bronx, one of the six schools
that has launched a Fench-
English dual language pogram.
The delivery was initiated, coor
dinated and financed by the
Cultural Services of the Embassy
of France, while the books them
selves having been donated by
two French associations, Adiflor
and Biblionef. Both organiza
tions specialize in poviding
French language books, in either
new or in excellent condition, to
children armund the world.
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In Depth

President &rkozyVisits the Wited Sates

French Rresidnt Nicolas
Sarkozy ecetly \sited
the US.on two s@arate
occasims,once in March
and a@in in April,

unders®ring dose
Fran®-American fes.
During his fist \sit,

Presidnt Sarkozy me

with U.S. policymalers
on March 30,including
Spealer of the House
Nancy ®osi and Missehusdts Enator bhn Kerry, D discuss the ingtane d a
united front in the dpbal fight against dmate thange. French Finane Mnister
Christine Lagude janed the Fench presidnt in congressinal mestings.Latr that
day, Pesidnt Sarkozy mé with Presidnt Obama in the @al Offie after which the
two heals d stae hdd a jant press anference aldressing is&s ach as oopera-
tion in the dpbal eanomy, dimate dhange,and the Mddle East gae pocessThis
visit was not the fit ime that Pesidnt Sakozy me with U.SrepresetativesHe
addresséd a jant sessio of Congress in vamber of 2007 (se NFF 07.12)luring

which he higplighted the hisbric ties and laborated on mutual aeas o interest
bawean the two nafons.French First Laly Cara B uni-Sarkozy janed he husband
on his March visit,while the Fench presidnt returned to Washingbn, D.C..in April

to paticipate in the Nidear $curity Simmit.

Discussing thed®nomy

(L-R) Fench Finance Minister Christine Lagar de,
Senator Ben Cardin, President Nicolas Sarkozy
and Senator John Kerry meet in D.C.

President Sarkozy addr esses the audience of students, teachers
and politicians at Columbia University

One d the main thenes adressd in Presicent Sarkozy's fist visit was the
global e&onomy. In his sget at theWorld Lealers Forum at Wlumbia
University in New York City, Presidnt Sarkozy enphasizd the imprtance
of intemational @opemtion to prevent future e&onomic clisesThe Fench
presicent advocakd for firm regulaions d financial sgtems, staing, "We
can no lmger accep a capitalist stem without rules,organizaton, regu-
lation."

In the manths Dllowing the G20 @mmit in London, Presicent Sarkozy
and Rime Minister of the Lhited Kingdom Gadon Brown outlined new
ecaomic policies.Specificaly, they cal for control over credit rating agn-
ciesstronger capital equirement on complex products sich as seuritiza-
tion, and stengthened deposit guaantee sbemes.

Presicent Sarkozy also sessd the ned for a unified efort between the
U.S.and Eiropean naibns © engender transatlant copemtion and
innovative &onomic policy. "Europe cannot impse its iéas aloe; the
United Staés cannot impse its igéas aloe," Mr Sarkozy stagd. The
French president foreshaowed one sich idea diring the pess onference
at the White House in vhich the Fench-American aliance will work
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together, staing, "During the Fench presicency d the G20Tim Gdthner [and]
Christine Lagude ae ging to be working hand-in-dove in ader to go even fur-
ther in regulaing world capitalismand in paticular, raising the isagee d a nev
world intemational manetary order." In addition, Presicent Sarkozy caled for
innovation in the wyg staes quge the standat of living. "We nust dang the
way Wwe measre eolutions in our eéonomy in the 21st entury," he asseed.
"Wel-being, educaion and evironmental wsts ae al aspeds that nust ke inte-
grated into the measrement of our economy.”

Addressing Mclear 8cuity Issues

Presignt Sarkozy's se-
ond visit focusel on
intemational  rudear
seunty policy.  The
French Heal of Stae
attended the two-day
Nudear $curity Simmit
in Washingon, D.C.,
alongsice 46 otheworld
leaders. The gal d the
ummit was o crae
alighment on reducing
the world's rudear ase
nal and asure the seurity d nudear magrials as vel as ¢ aldress thet@lenges nabns
face in @mplying with the Non-Proliferaion Treay. A receit sip in the diecton of dis
amamaent is the siging d the Statedgc Arms Reduction Treay (START) by Residnt
Obama and Bssian Residnt Medvedeyv, Wich aims o significantly reclice the US.
and Russian ndear aseals START complements the gals d the rudear smmit as
wel as thosefahe BiropeanAction Plan @ Disamament adopted by the E.Udur-
ing the Fench presidency in 2008The ation plan sipulates that E.Lhations work
aginst the poliferation of weapns d mass dstuction and aimsd be implenented
by the e@d of 2010

The theat d nudear errorism was pe d the most pessing isges o the smmit
agnda.ln an ineniew with CBS jounalist Katie Guric, Presidnt Sarkozy enphasied
the importane d the smmiit in discussing the teat."It is the atire inematonal ©@m-
munity that rust eat in order to cmbat this ype d terrorism," Mr. Sarkozy said,
"which is ae d the easos why |, togeher with othe heals d stag,are hee bday in
support of the simmit organizd by Rresidnt Obama." Residnt Sarkozy also @vocaed
for the ceaton of an inemational @urt that would pursue stats that pvide errorist
groups vith nudear ednology a materials. Officials planad work with the UN. on the
devéopment of such a ourt. At the simmit's @ndusian, world lealers expressé solk
darity oan the citical issie d preventing nm-stae ators fiom dbtaining nudear veamns,
a gal that wll recuire semingly unprecedated intemational @opeition amang the 47
natons inolved in the talks.

Mr. Sarkozy eoked the ace pocess in the Mdle East sificaly rdating to nudear
cancems sirrounding Fan in his spet at Wlumbia Uhiversity, staing that the erld
must tale a unifiel and fim agproad in preventing the ountry from obtaining rudear
weamns.The US.and Fane,along with Gemary and the Wited Kingdom, have keen
pushing ér new santions aginst fan or its nudear @ergy erichment program. Prior
to the Nudear $curty Simmit, Presidnt Sarkozy discussethe implicaibns d Iran's
nudear amiiions wth othe world lealers,meeting first with UN Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon at the UN hedquarters in New York, then with Presignt Obama at th&Vhite
HousePresidnts Sukozy and ®ama gpresse aligiment on issie d Iran and the red
to push ér UN santions."A anflict in the Mddle Easas aanseuence d Iran's ations,
oould hare a luge cestallizing fed," Presidnt Obama statl in a jont press anference
with Presidnt Sarkozy The Fench presidnt concumred, expressing that "l think thatev
can sy that arely... [in] the hisbry d our two @untries has theoonmunity d views
been so idntical etween the Uhited Stags 6 America and Fane."

47 world leaders convened in W ashington, D.C., for the
Nuclear Security Summit



Business & Technology

France Aims to igitize Written Works

French Residnt Nicolas &rkozy
recatly pledged nealy $1.1 Blion
towaud the digtizaion of French lit-
erary works, audiovisual achives In
and hisbrical dcuments. The
announement undersores the gv-
emment's initiave D preseve
Fran@'s cultiral hisbry and mak it
more edlily availalde in a nev ea.
The edeavor entails a pulic-
private patnership that vill digtize
the naton's culural works.
Howeverthe queston remains asd
who the sta will commissio for
the jdb. Bruno Recine,presidnt of the Fench Natonal Likrary,
emphasizd the "neessiy o a patnership with the pivate se-
tor" to seure the capital reglel for the \ast digtizaion project

which will indude ore” 14 milion
books and seral milion othe
documents.

the mearine, the
European ompary Sifig is
streamlining the oeess b begn-
ning the digtizaion process ©
300,000 ligrary pieces or the
French National Lilrary. Basel in
catral Fane, the ompary is
using loth auomatic and luman
pag wurners © mmplete the
three-year ontrad project.

The $1.1 blion pledged by
Sarkozy is parof a $51 Blion simulus pakage aimel pri-
marily at Fench universities, reseathe's, manufacturers
and elecommunicaions ®mpanies.

Mind-Boggling Eent Encouragesfopeans to BeTheir Heads

Evey yearLa Senaine d Geneay or Brain AwarenessMeek,gives cuious minds
around the ¢pbe an pportunity to lean alout the omplexities d the brain
through a multitude d exhibitions,worksh@s and pesatations aganizd by top
scientists andeseathers in the file of neurology. h Frane the laest scietific neu-
rological findings were pesated to the pultic through the orts d La Sciété @s
Neuroscieces,a menber of La Fédétion européene ces narosci@ces,which
sponsaed events in over 20 Fench cities fom March 15-21.

At the Fculté ce Médxine in Nanes,doctorate stidents ge dght lectures @
neurodegeaative diseasesich as Bikinsa's and Hintington's,as el as o the
potential o intracerebal ransplantabn of sem cels b reclce damagl brain fune
tion in animal malds d neurodegeeaatve diseases.

In the sothern port city d Marsdlle,Pigre Lemamuis,neurologist and menber of the New York Acadeny d Sciecesdiscussgthe
role d music in erebal cevdopment and its ptentially therapeuic qualities in teaing disaders sich as gisleia andAlzhémer's,dur-
ing a onference o March 16 and 17The same gehigh sti0ol sudents in Staslourg wathed a psghological thiiller film and afer-
wards ahaied the ssilility o addiction to video gamesiwo pasimes thout to hae sigificant impatt on the lvain.

Brainiecs fom al ove Frane@ vere also cled to "Come and plg with your heal" in a disovery workshap that bok place in Ruis an
March 20 and 2IThe two-day event caeral to visitors d al agesas pungsers ould test the memory with games andujizzswhile
older paticipants ould anayz thér brain ativity during slep with the hdp of professioals.Among the fun and @amesJealing
reseatha's in the filel shel light on puzzling sbjects,uch as the anainy d the brain and the tain's ple at the hehd the tody. The
anrual thoudnt-provoking events planne aound Europe,and Fane in paticular, are sire © kego inquisitve minds eag for more
reseah and leaning goportunities.

French Qfice Buildings G Greener

The rumber of office huildings in Fane that met High Environmental Qualily standauls will rise ly 61 rcant in 2010accoding b a eport

by Suills,a London-basel real estat aganizaion that povides onaulting and eseah sevices b govenmental agncies and fivate om-
panies.This year's upsrge @mes afir similar inceasesf@7 percet in 2008 and 44guocat in 2009.
Saills assts that ivesiment in green-friendly property is not aly ewvironmentaly respnsilde, but
ecanomical. "Corporate lespnsitlity policies a@ écouragng mary coccupants ¢ doose aviron-
mental e@rtified propertes,” stal Lydia Bissyassoiake diecta of Sails Eirropean Rseah. "While
there is no indicatn at peset that ients br green huildings ae hidner than standat dfice poper-
tiespotential gowth in capital alues can®ahieved throuch a ekdine in gering osts."

Accoding © the Fench Ministry o Environment and Sistainalte Devdopment, office huild-

ings &munt for 40 percat of total eergy @nsumption in the ountry and 25 preat of al gas
emissins. Further, the eergy @onsumption of a nav, gree-friendly kuilding averages 100-110
kilowatt-hours while eising kuildings aerage alout 250 kilavatt-hours. The Suills repott deter-
mined that the sidk of gre@ huildings in Fane curently mmprises 233fficeswhich indude
fecilities perated by Microsdt, Fourclum,and Fane Hecom, totaling 4.36 miibn sqiare meers
of spae. A majaity d the geen-friendly Fench huildings ecceel 5,000 sspre méers and a
locatd in Raris and itsburbs.

The project will include 14 million books among
other documents fr om France’s national library .

Frank Ramus (ENS, Paris) explores the
question of natur e versus nurtur e.

The Fench
Convection
Rotation and
Planetary
Transits  tele
scope, known
as the CORQT
has found an
exoplanet the
size of Jupiter orbiting a star in a
neighboring solar system. The exo
planet, named Copt-9b, is 1,500
light years away fom our planet and
is believed by scientists to have mild
surface temperatues by Earthly stan
dards — about -4 to 320 degres
Fahenheit. Coot-9b has an orbit
similar to that of Mercury in our solar
system. Scientists say that the discov
ery of Corbot-9b is significant
because the exoplanet @sembles
planets flom our solar system in mul
tiple ways — in size, temperatue and
orbital pattern. "This is a normal, tem
perate exoplanet just like dozens we
already know; but this is the first
whose properties we can study in
depth," said Claire Moutou, one of
60 astonomers that made the dis
covery "It is bound to become a
Rosetta stone in exoplanetaseach.”
Corot-9b is not the first celestial body
of its kind to be found by the Fench
telescope. In September 2009, the
COROT discoved Comt-7b, an
exoplanet noted for its poximity in
size to Earth. The telescope was
launched in December 2006 and is
managed by the Cente national
d'etudes spatiales and the Ewpean
Space Agency

AcCQUISITION PRODUCES FRENCH-
U.S. BVNERGY SYNERGIES

On February 8, Fench energy compa
ny AREY announced the acquisition
of California-based company Ausra,
that specializes in poducing solar
thermal energy Ausra, best known
for solar steam generators that po-
duce steam poweed by the sun,
helps customers educe emissions by
providing a sustainable, enewable
energy solution. Accoding to Ausra's
Web site, unlike many solar panels
which stop collecting energy when it
is cloudy "Ausra’s unigue solar steam
generators etain heat, allowing for a
more seamless integration with the
electric grid." The acquisition of Ausra
will help AREMW, a leader in nuclear
energy poduction, create synergies in
the realm of renewable power gener
ation. In the United States and in
more than 100 countries aound the
world, AREW is engaged in the 21st
century's greatest challenges: making
energy available to all, pptecting the
planet, and acting esponsibly towad
future generations.
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Gearing up for the season,
participating outlets nationwide
provided fr ee diagnostic checks.

For many Parisiansthe arrival of
spring means taking the bike for a
spin. For the thid consecutive yeathe
Pofessional Federation of Sports and
Leisue organized a two-week event
from March 20-April 3 allowing bikers
to stop into one of many participating
bike shops and eceive a fee diagnos
tic test on their cycles. Appoximately
one out of two French citizens bikes
throughout the entire year The annu
al program provides an opportunity for
bikers to avoid any peventable
mechanical poblems and to lemain
active during the spring and summer
months. As a part of the diagnostic,
experts checked 22 crucial points of
control, including the brakes, ties,
frame and gears at no charge. The ini
tiative was wildly successful in 2009,
attracting over 40,000 people.

| MPRESSIONISMEXHIBITION
TRAVELSTO SAN FRANCISCO

With its rich cultural heritage, France
has been home to aspiring artists
throughout the centuries. Fom May
22-September 6, the de ‘¥ung
Museum in San Francisco will display
nearly 100 pieces of mid-19th century
artists in the exhibition Birth of
Impressionism: Masterpieces from the
Musée d'Orsay The exhibit highlights
the evolution of Impressionism by
using the paintings to ceate a visual
timeline of artistic progression. Paris's
Musée d'Orsayhome to many of the
world's impressionist masterpieces,
will lend the de Young Museum such
notable pieces asThe Swingby Piere-
Auguste Renoir and Saint-Lazare
Station by Claude Monet during the
Fiench museum's enovation in prepa
ration for its 25th anniversary in 2011.
The exhibition will even bring back
American expatriate James McNeil
Whistler's Arrangement in Gray and
Black known to many as Whistler's
Mother, to the U.S. for a few months.
Fench Ambassador to the United
States Pieg Vimont is expected to
participate in the inauguration of the
exposition.
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Agriculture $routs hterest in Fance

Each year the Ministry of Foad,
Agriculture and Fishges hosts the
Salon mtemational de I'Ariculture,
an daborate ®@mbination of confer-
ences, workshgps and tadeshavs,
aimed at poviding a omprehensive
educaion alout French agiculture.
This year'sSalonhed from Febrary
27-March 7 in Raris, embodied the
theme "goduce © nourish," cagring
particulady to young families.
Children patticipated in workshqs
that chronicled the jouney o food
from the fam to thar dinner plates.
They leaned how agicultural
processes immather daily lives and
about the bology of fresh poduce.In
one interactie ativity, children asse
ciated fruits and egéables with their
appropriate seaso and dtemined
whether they came fom sal or trees.Mearwhile, adults leaned atout the political initiatives glating to Frane's agicul-
tural eonomy as wl as the eonomic weight of the ©ood industry.

The Salornwas not dlstudies howeveras vsitors enjoyed myriad culinary delights. They refueled with "grab-and-@"
bags filled with fresh fuit, milk and yogurt and also sampdevarious Fench regonal cuisineswWhile the bcus was -
dominantly French, visitors ould get a tasé d other cultures though the ehibit, A Thausand Bats d theAgricultures 6
theWorld. Presated at the inemational pavilion, the cemonstration highlighted the cuisine and culte d Cote d'vaire,
Senegal and dpan,amang othe nations.

In addition, this year's fair s¥ed as a meting place or French famers and agcultural experts © discuss therwi-
ronmental impact of farming. Forums devoted to reseach and aevdopment addressd questons sich as,'Do mws pl-
lute?" and "ldw do famers @ntribute b the mainenane d the Fench muntryside?" e onference cemonstrated its
dedication to wstainalility when, for the first ime during the animal xhibitions,the trade shev shavcase 12 diferent
breals d cattle theaened with extinction. The Mnistry of Agriculture simmed up the fair's gals:"Consevaton is
important at an eonomic levd, but also at a sal and cularal levd.”

Govemment initiatives b inform the mpulaton of the importance d healtty nutrition are not limited to Frane’s
annual rade shov. Fo example,a program initiated in 2008 lg the Mnistry of Agriculture distibutes in-seasofruits
once a veek D paticipating dementary stiools thoughout the @untry and aimsd encourage the onsumption of fruit
amang dildren. In 2009 aloe,more than 300,00thddren benefited from the pogram,and the Mnistry hgpes 6 reach
ove one milion sudents with its fresh teats in 2010.

The Salon International de I'Agriculture  featur ed educational informa -
tion about tr ends in French farming practices.
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Cultural Highlights

Casanua's Alventures Aquired ly Fance

After two yeas d negotiations,the
French National Library acquired
the sole xsting maruscipt of
Casanwa's ilustious vork Hisbire
de ma ie (Sory d My Life). The
auobiographical mamiscipt was
purchasel from Geman pullish-
ing firm Brockhaus, which hal
owned it sine 1821. French
Minister of Culture Fédéic
Mitterrand hailel the library's lat
est ddition as "oe d the most
spedacular @quisiions ea made
by a FFench library."

Casanwa, the famous 18thentury libertine, spy, wiiter and
advaturer, is recogiized worldwide. The maniscipt's exploits
depict the olorful life and dventures & the Venetian auhor
aginst the bekdrop of the Enligntenment Era. "Worthy a not,
my life is ny subject, and ny subject is ny life," Gisanwva po-
daimed o his work. The aiginal ook, hidden in Geman \aults,

French Minister of Cultur e Frédéric Mitterrand pr - esents
Casanova’s famed autobiographical manuscript.

was thoubt to hae heen
destoyed in the Des@n bomb-

ing during WWII. First pubished

in French in 1960pnly a handful
of sholas hae onalted the
3,700-pag maniscipt.

French Natfonal Lilrary pres
ident Bruno Recine nod that the
oollection had been sored in
numberel boxesCasanva easel
namesyeplecal ertain haracters
in his atobiograghy with initials,
and ddeted some d his mae
licentious eplaits when he pe-
pared the maniscipt for publication. French daily Le Mondealso
reported that thoudn mary names ere Hotted, they can st be
identified. The mamiscipt will be pulicly displged at the Fench
Natonal Lilrary in Ruis next yearand a digal copy d the work
will be aailalle o the libvary's energing anline ook sie,Galica.
Fa more information, please isit: wwwaalica.nf.fr.

Exhibition Examines @me and Bnishment

A new echibition at Ruiss Musée dGsyy explores the thee d crime during a
200-ear mriod. Aptly namel Qrime and RBnishment aftr Fyodor
Dosbyewsky's famous ned, the exhibit follows the shjet from 1791 when
Louis-Michd Le Rietier de Sint Fargeau dvocatd for the alolition of the ceath
penalty, o 1981ywhen the pacice was fficially bannel in Fan@. The ehibi-
tion is heded by forme French minisier of usice and érmer presidnt of the
French Consitutional GunséRobett Badinter, who was ady playe in Fane’s
alolishment of capital punishmet in 1981The saiological and plitical stug-
des arrounding the ndbn of agpropriate punishmat for crime spanning the
petiod o the exhibition’s two-century focus vere Elected in literature and ar
The ehibition featues pominent artists sich as Gya,Gélicault,Picasso and
Magitte whose prtfolios alchalenge inerpreations d crime and punishna.
Among piees vith divindy inspied mncepions d the ehibition's thene was
Piare-Raul Rud'hon'sdustoe and vineVengeane Rirsiing Cime in which two

angic figuressymbolic d jusice and engeane,pursue a knig-wielding villain
who hasyst ommitted murder. Repesatation of crime and punishmat in

Jean-Joseph Weerts's Marat Assassinated! 13 July
1793, 8pm questions the notion of justice.

Jan-dseh Weetss Marat Assassinat! 13 dly 17938mm, a paining in which French Revolution joumalist and acolin activist &an-Rwl

Marat hasyst keen slainalso aises theiggsion of jusice. The perpetaior, a Giondin synpathizr namel Charlotte Wrday, stands at the

mecy d an angy cowd reating © the nurder that hasyst acurred. She lair receive the ekath gnalty.

The piees éatuad in the ehibition also elect late 19th entury theories that spposelly estalished a scigtific aroad to the cimi-
nal mind,which aimel to prove that ommon traits bund in al criminals ould ke linked to ther physiolagical BatuesSuch theories hd a
great infuence an paining, sculdure and potograghy.Crime and Bnishmat will be an disply at the Misée d'Gsay uniil Line 272010.

Fa more inbrmation on the &hibition and b se a dection o the works, pleaseisit: wwwmuse-asa/fr.

France Raches for the (lhelin) $ars

The abiter of fine dining Michdin publishel its laest
"Red Guide" in March and avarded the hidhest hmor of
three stas © a ountry restauant in Fance. Locaed in
Fontjoncouse, a soudhwesem town near the
Mediterraneanl'Auberg di Vieux Ruits, is best knavn for
its red mullet, baby mouon and ggs seved over a nush
room and tuffle purée!To be a geat tef, you must ke a
cook, a ®ok in spiit, a @ok in the hear" statd chef
Gilles Goujm in an inerview with the Daily Tdegraph
Michelin releases aaviety of guides eeh year that
provide travders wth a wealth d vital information for
their trips, including locaions d gas stabns, garages,

restooms and acanmodations. The Red Guide, which
focuses o ratings d restauants and hadls, uses anay-
mous eperts o rank a estauant's guality of food and
sevice m a thee-star scale. A two-star estauant
defined as "gcelent cooking, worth a detour” can aly
receie a thid star ifthe restauant becanes "vorth the
trip."

With less than 100 tbe-star estauants in the wrld,
Frane is hone © 26 d them. In an inerview with French
news agncy Fane24,directa of Michdin guides éan-
Luc Naret commented, "Paris remains the wrld capital
gastonomy, thanks o its mary young and billiant chefs."

Saint Phalle’s colorful sculptur es will
illuminate D.C.” s New York A venue.

Contemporary sculptue will line the
median of New York Avenue in dowrt
town Washington, D.C., starting April
28. Organized by the National Museum
of Women in the Arts (NMWA) in cok
laboration with the Downtown DC
Business Immvement District, the DC
Office of Planning and other agencies,
the exhibition will "bring a new liveliness
to our neighborhood,” says NMWA
Director Susan Fisher Sterling. The first of
many female artists to grace the mesi
an, Fench artist Niki de Saint Phalle wil
inaugurate the New York Avenue
Sculptue Poject with an unveiling in
late April. Best known for her Stravinsky
Fountain in foont of the Centre
Pompidou in Paris, Saint Phalle's D.C.
sculptures will similarly expess her bold
and whimsical style. The New afk
Sculptue Poject aims to be completed
by 2015 when it will transform the four
major medians of New bk Avenue
"into sculpture islands." Accoding to
the NMWA, the New York Avenue
Sculptue Poject aims to impove the
downtown visual envionment follow-
ing a tradition iniiated by Fench city
planner Piere Charles IEnfant in 1791.

TEENSAIN'T MISBEHA/IN' IN PARIS
A group of talented students fiom
McDonogh 35 Peparatory School in
New Orleans traveled to Paris dm
March 27-April 5 to perform the musical
Aint Misbehavin' at the Jean
Houdremont Culture Center of La
Coumeuve. The performance was part
of the 27th annual Festival Banlieues
Bleues, a jazz festival in the norther
suburbs of the Fench capital. Aint
Misbehavin; a Boadway musical evue,
serves as a ftribute to the African-
American musicians of New dfk's
Harlem Renaissance during the 1920s
and 30s. The singing actors, who
ranged in age fom 15-19, were joined
onstage by Fench students fom the
Jean \lar middle school of La
Coumeuve and pupils of the
Conservatoie a Rayonnement régional
d'Aubenvilliers la Couneuve. All of the
young performers wee under the diec
tion of New Orleans native My Poplous,
a singer and actor with decades of
experience in performing arts. The cel
laboration benefitted from the support
of the Consulate General of France in
New Orleans and post-Hurricane
Katrina funds donated by the Fench
govemment. For moe information,
please visitywww .banlieuesbleues.org
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France in America

Blockbuster fring Bvents Heat Up Natioris Gapital

g Various ants
g throughout the DC.
g area this spng

endeavor to shav-

case rends in on-

temporary Hench

culture. Acdaimed

French  playwright

Valée Novarina was
wamly welcomed in

Washingon, D.C.,

this manth for a s

tival in his namegrganizd by Gergetown University and the
Allianee Fancaise in [T.Novarina's nev work, L'Acteir Sadfant

(The Satdficing Acor), was erformed on April 12 and 13 ypthe
Atlanta-base Thééate di Rée the aly French-speaking theat in

the US.His ontemporary syle plais a1 French and Entish lin-

guisic subtleties and useby and beath © wmmunicae b a
wide audiece.

Cyril Pedrosa’s comic illustration,
Portugal , was showcased in the
Festival Image .

An inauguel sival cevoted to promoting a nev generation
of French attists verking in animaion kidked df from April 16-25.
Organizd by the Maryland hsitute @llege d Art (MICA) and
the Allianee Fangaise foD.C.,the Fesival Imagégae MICA sti-
dents and those at theréRch mmputer graphics unversity
SURNFOCOM the @portunity to disply sone d thar own
work to puldishes diring a pofessioal orum.

A produdion of DC Microfiction will take plae May 15 and
16, featuing an ineractie lierary event of realing ciicuits in
Washingbn, D.C. In the 2008Nuit Blantie (Segless Ight)
renowned actors as el as ancdbm passes-by performed 130 6
Régs auffret's shat sbories,or Micrdfidions at the Rnd-Roint
Théate m the Gamps Blséednspired by its temendous siacess,
theAlliance FangaisefdD.C.brings an inneatve poject staesic
in two smdkr scale pductions — the fist kegnning in Dupont
Cirde performed in Fench by franmphoneWashingbnians,and
the seand in Anacosta 1 be performed in Engjsh by local &tors.

For more informaton on these nts, please it

wwwiranedc.ag.

[lluminated FPayer Book on Dsplay in NewYork

The laishly illustated praye book knoavn ad es
Beles hareqBeauiful Hours) was @atd in the
15th entury by the Limlwurg Bothe's — thee
of the geakst luminators in Errope — br one
of the most famous gpatrons d al time, ean @
Fran@,Duc ¢k Berry. The so, brothe and unte
to three siccesare Fench kings,kan @ Fan@
cammissioned luxury works — fom dhaliees ©
castles —Ui is kest emembered for his paton-
age d maruscipts.

The ok has ben temporarily untound
and onseved as it undrgoes a dijzaion proj-
ed, alowing for a sjgcial ehibition, TheArt o
llluminaton:The imbaurg Bathe's and thedles
Heures bkan de fane, Duc de Brry at the
Metropolitan Museim o Art from March 2 -

One manuscript of
Limbourg's Belles heures,
Entering the Grande
Chartreuse.

Jine 13The exhibit presats a are gportunity
view the maniscipt without turning a sinfg pag.

Accoding © Directa of the Metropolitan
Museim o Art Thomas PCampbel, "In [Les
Beles hare$are mary magificent illusrations d
s@nes fom Gosjgls and thelies 6 saintsas oe
would eped in a ok d privae payer' The
exhibition is arangd by theme, following the
sguence in vihich the setions aypeaed in the
bound maruscipt. Creatd ove a thiee- b four-
year riod from 14056 1408/9les Bles hares
is omposel o 224 tansliant folios d the hidn-
est-guality \ellum, so that theeit and ekcoation
on one sieé can b sen from the evese.Eah
pag masts ag@peous use fold leafin the tor-
de and a ibrant range d colors.

© The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York
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