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Hubet Védine Launches #orama &ies

On Anuary 6,former French foreign minister Hubert Védrne kiked
off the "Kalorama lecures" sges at the Bsicence d Frane with a
presatation of his laest ok, "History Stikes Bik: How Staes,
Nations,and Mnflicts ae Shaping the 21segtury." Addressing me-
bers d the pessUS @vemment officials,members d the think-tank
community, and othe distinguishel guests,Mr. Védrine e&plored
European-lhited Staes Elations.

The rmer foreign minister examined Wesemers' assmptions and
policies that hee shapd ther intemational politics br more than 20
yeas, referacing toth academics sich as Fancis kuyama and
Samuel Huntington, and staésme such as nald Rumsfeld and Henry
Kissingr. He alvocatd a eturn to diplomacy, as vell as an eduring
partnership ketween the Lhited Staes and Erope.Mr. Védrine sibmit-
ted that the tw powers should mploy a no-cynical "smatr
Realplitik" strategy to guide ther relations with emerging powers,
manag dobalizaton, and hande environmental dhallenges,in which
the West @&ceqs that it lves in a dierse vorld. "In dealing vith the nev
multi-polar world," Védrine writes in his last ok, "Americans hae
been too bellicose and &Eropeans ©o naie."

Discussing ransatlanic relations in the ontext of Presicent &
Obama's pesicency, Mr. Védrine staéd that "Riropeans [...] should
above al aim to be patners with the nev American Resicent,” and
added that the bama @ministration would most lilely be mae gen
to multilateralism. Janing former US Scretary of Stak Maddeine
Albright, minister Védrine hdd a discussio eatier that dg/ at the
Brookings Institution, the pubishe of his lakest mok.

© Katherine Leonad

Hubert Védrine kicked of fthe Kalorama Lectur es on January 6.

French Countderrorism Expet Addresse®Vashington Cowd

French lidge &an-louis Buguiée, hea of the Gunterterrorism

Unit of the Raris District Court, explored the thene d “The US.and m ]
Europe Gnfronting Terrorisnt’ during a Kalorama lecure at the

Resiknce d Frane o Jnuary 28,which was atnded by US 2 Cyrrent Events

Seretary of Homeland Scurity hne Napolitano, members d the Diversity in France

press and think tankoenmunities,and othe distinguishel guests. ey e
Characteized by French Ambassdor PigreVimont as "an ahitect French Writing Festival

in coopertion between Frane andAmerica," Mr. Bruguiée asse- in New Y ork City

ed that errorism is a ommon chalenge or Europe andAmerica.

Both cuntries ae “hained by the olution of the theat," staed 4 IN Depth

© Thomas Rottcher

Jidge Buguiée in uncersoring the imprtane d coopeation 10th Anniversary of the
between the two naions, adding that "The ransatlanit patnership Euro
is the bakbone." 5 Business & Tech
Drawing upon his fiéd of expertise,the Fench judge stessd Environmental W atch
that thoudh muntries hae independently faced terrorism, the soli- .
. L 6 Society
Judge Bruguiér e presents “The U.S. and Eur ope tion must ®me from a dobal stategy. H referaced his inestga- Miss France 2009

Confronting T errorism.” tions d hundreds d suspecta terrorists, and hav @ordination
betwea intelligence and lav enforcement authorities biled the plots 7 Culture
to attack theWorld Cup in 1998 and the Gistourg Cathedral in 2000Mr. Bruguiée also mphasizd that the neessiy for The Evolution of Cognac
coopeation amang natons is ompounded by the idicalizaton and cecetralizaton of terrorist eells,the difficulty in cath- 8 Erance in America
ering intelligence auonomousl, and the onseuent complexity for law enforcement. Comparing the errorist threat b a jig Rodin Exhibition in
sav puzzleMr. Bruguiere stagd that "Egh stae has piees lut we nust put all the piees bgeher.” New Orleans



THE WORLD OF
CINEMA
REMEMBERS
CLAUDE BERRI
Last month, the
world of cinema
honored the life
and accomgish

© Philippe Pelletier

Claudg Berri is ments of Claude
considered Berri. the |
the Godfather e(;rl, eF egrt]
of French film. e.n ary e

filmmaker, who

passed away on January 12 at age 74.
Mr. Berri, known as "the Godfather" of
Fench film, was hailed by Fench
Pesident Nicolas Sarkozy as "the gat
ambassador of Fench cinema" to the
world. Actor Vincent Cassel and dec-
tor Roman Polanski wex among the
many notables of film in attendance for
the services for MrBerri, eflecting the
broad and distinguished natue of his
more than 50-year caeer as an actar
writer, producer, and director.

Mr. Berri is emembeed for melding
the sensibilites of the Fench New
Wave, the film movement defined by
such geats as Francoisriffaut, with
those of Hollywood. He favoed either
quirky, charming stories or those of epic
sweep and, as fellow diector Claude
Lelouch said, "he always made popular
movies but he knew how to aim high."
Indeed, two of his most-beloved films
remain "Jean de Florett¢' and
""Manon des source$("Manon of the
Springs"), lush adaptations of a classic
Feench novel by Macel Pagnol, 'L'eau
des collines ("W ater of the Hills").
Often, Mr. Berri found inspiration in his
own life. His friend and contemporary
Truffaut praised this apppach, saying
"Berri [...] does not consult existing
films. [...] He looks to the souce, he has
many stories to tell." For instance, Mr
Berri's "The Tvo of Us" tells the semi-
autobiographical tale of a Jewish boy
during the Nazi occupation.

Claude Berri, bon Claude Langmann,
began his caeer in cinema as an actor
before winning an Oscar in 1966 for his
short film " Le Poulet ("The Chicken,")
which he funded with donations from
friends. By 1987 Mr Berri's own film
career had taken of enough for him to
found his own production company
Renn Poductions. Mr. Berri also found
ed the Association of Witers, Diectors,
and Poducers (ARP), served aseqs
dent of the prestigious Cinématheque
from 2003-2007, and avidly collected
art in his spae time. He passed away
while directing " Trésor' (‘T reasue,") a
comedy set to be completed despite his
departure. In total, Mr. Berri left more
than 125 films to his cedit.
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Current Events

President &kozy Gills for Geater Dversity in Fance

Presidnt Nicolas
Sarkozy cded for
the implenenta-
tion of several pro-
grams b promote
diversity, eqal
opportunity, and
mobility in Fane
by introducing ink
tiatives that ant
greatr acess @
the ountry's lit-
ical and lisiness lge. In a disourse h&l at Eole
Polytecdhnique in Ralaise on Decenber 17, 2008, Mr.
Sarkozy stessd the imprtance d the Fench values @ lib-
erty,fratemity, and guality, staing that "Fane would not
be Fance without the passio of the Republic, its valuesjts

Nicolas Sarkozy called for gr eater
diversity in France during a
speech on December 17, 2008.

principles." Bual gportunities wil be aldressd through
reforms © diversify elucaion, the workforce, the pubic
sector, and themedia.

Mr. Sarkozy enphasizd the ned for educatonal refoms in
patticular. He cded for a Fane "where vork and erseerane
alow al who ae alte © reah the dite,to attain a higer duty.”
Focusing @ gpportunity basd on meit, Sarkkozy has asdd dite
stools b reseve 30 prcet of ther class dr students receing
stolarship a aide by ®ptember 2010.

In addition to educaional reforms, Sarkozy called for
the ned to diversify the varkforce.Begnning in &nuary,
the top one hundred French companies a& encouraged to
recruit through anacymous réamés o dete disciimina-
tion. Also kegnning this year Sarkozy will offer a fiscal
incentive © govemment offices that she the geaest
represatation of diversity, including the melia,in which
he excourages ompanies ¢ sé¢ a public example.

France Launchesibpean Anti-Racy (oeration Aalanta

On November 10,2008 the Guncil o the Riropean Uhion
approvad the launb of the military gperaion cde name
"Atalanta," in gpport of UN Resalitions 18141816, 1838,
1846 and 185b tombat pirecy in $malia.

Atalanta etails the dployment of a naval force br a eri-
od df 12 manths in a ene oveiing sane 2 milion sqiare kilo-
meresgextending from the sothern patt of the Rd Sa o the
Gulf of Aden and the hdian O@analong the Smali masts.

Altogether, 10 EU ountries ae paticipaing, including 5
nations that bing a ontinuous geratonal @ntribution —
Gemary, SpainfFran@,Greee and the . This naal foree,
EUNAVFOR,includes 4@ 6 waships3 1o 5 aicraft (hdicop-
ters and matime patol aircraft),as vel as sme 1,200 militay
persand. Fran@ ontributes a dstoye on a permanent basis,
as vel as a Mritime Ratrol Aircraft,"Atlantique 2." talso dfers
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French special for ces captured 19 pirates and handed them

over to Somalia authorities on January 4. Above, Fr  ench
commandos transport a gr oup of the captur ed pirates.

logistical sipport to the goeration from its gre-posiioned base in Djibuti. The Qperational hedguarters sitiaied in Northwood, U.K.,
is heded by a Bitish almiral. Far the first bur months,the broe will be lel by a Geek amiral deployed on a Geek waship
Atalanta has tlee dojectivesthe dose potecton of the UNWorld Food Frogramme shipsdiveling much nesdel food items b
displaced populations in ®malia;the dose potecton of vulnerale \essls ransitng df the mali waststhe sirvallane d Samali
wakers and oastso detet ary threat b maitime traffic,and b deter, prevet and epress és d piracy.
Snce the stdrof Atalanta @ Dec 8 mary ats d piracy hae teen prevented. In ealy &ruary, the Fench frigate &an @ Vienne
foiled two piracy atempts in the Gilf of Aden, while Fench Navy @mmandbs capured 19 piates as thewere tying o intercep a

Croatian and Rnamanian camship

In mid-anuary, Fane caried ait a“remanienent; a poess that detbes gvenment dfidals dangng dfice.While nuc d the gvenment
positons emainel undangd, ome gvenmant dfidals assmel nev rdesBdow is a listfacurent miniseis and gvenment repesntatives

that tvangd fitles or psitons. For moe inbrmaion on the@npsiton d the Fench govement, pleas vsit: wwwiramig-ministre.guv.

New Minister

Nathalie KOSCIUSKO-MORIZET
Replaced: Eric BESSON

Chantal JOUANNO
Replaced Nathalie KOSCIUSKO- MORIZET

Eric BESSON
Replaced Brice HORTEFEUX

Brice HORTEFEUX

Replaced Xavier Bertrand
Bruno LE MAIRE
Newly appointed

Patrick DEVEDJIAN
Newly appointed

European Affairs.

Position

Minister of State to the Prime Minsiter, with responsibility for Forward Planning,
Assessment of Public Policies and Development of the Digital Economy

Minister of State to theMinistre d’Etat, Minister for Ecology, Energy and Sustainable
Development and Town and Country Planning, with responsibility for Ecology.

Minister of Immigration, Integration, National Identity and Mutually-Supportive Devipmt.

Minister for Labor, Labor Relations, the Family, Solidarity and Urban Affairs.

Minister of State to the Minister of Foreign and European Affairs, with responsibility for

Minister responsible for economic stimulus plan.




France & America

NewYork Hosts a éstial of FenchWriting

The Qiltural Snice d the
Embassyfd-rane tamel up with
New York University (NYU) to
host a onference this Ebmuary in
New York to hanor French writing
and b encourage coss-cultiral

amang othes.

The £sival also aimsotstength-
en relationships letween French and
American athors ky addressing sim
ilarities and difrences letween writ-
ing in FFane and the Wited Stags.

dialogue letween authors. The i Séect wel known American athors
Fesival d New French Writing will 3 will presat, discuss, and rea
highlight French authors who illus g’ excerps fom ther French counter-
trate the energing diversity o © parts. Like the Fench paticipants,

gere and stie ound in ontem- theAmericans epresat a wde range

From left to right: authors Emmanuel

porary Fench writing. The \ast

Carrere (French) and Adam Gopnik

of literary interests,including "New

range d genre spans ém noves
and shet sbries b mmic books
and mamscipts. Highlighted auhors indude: Frédéic
Beagbeder, Emmarud Camere, and Marie Darieusseq,

(American) wer e among some of the
participants at the Festival.

Yorkg" staff writers  Philip
Gourevitch and Adam Gegnik, and
professes Ednund White,Francine lPoseand EL. Doctorow,
amang othes.

“Lil’Easy Offers Bg Transit $lution for Lowv-Traffic Aeas

The Lil' Easyan innovative nev sevice launbed last maoith in New Oreans'
Lowe 9thWard by Veeolia Transprtation, provides anféicient pubic transmort
through low-density neghborhoods — making the i§ Easy "a little easi¢o
navigate. LilEasy is a spial a»-demand ciculaor that brings a&essite,
affordatde transit b every residnt of the Lowea 9th\Ward. It operates aross a
network of 24 nev néghborhood sbps onveniently locaed throughout the
Ward, and thiee main lis sbps. The fleible sbps dfer public ecaess in the

Lowe 9thWard within two-to-three Hodks d residnts' hanes.

The first sevice d its kind in North America,the nev 14-seat minibs
es (bdge Spinters) ae fud-efficient and hae a capaty that is ell

The Lil'Easy’s design reflects the
cultural richness of New Orleans.

maiched to the @mands éthe lightly populated route,accoding © Veolia. The d/namic-outing sevice povides a anvenient
resevation sysem for passegers who ned a ide by caling an hour in dvan@ d ther scheduled pid-up time. In addition,
recurrent or daily resevations dfer regular ommuters iable pubic transprtation.

Many\oices, Miny Giltures...

Every year, the Embassy of France sends appr oxi -
mately 1,500 Americans to France to teach English.

Henri de Swssire,the insiditful French theoretical linguist
and bunder of modem linguisic sudies defined languag
as a manneof "being" and "ating." What ®uld better
incamate this oncept than the Sptember 8,2008,confer-
ence m the eationship ketween languag and culire —
"I Speak Therefore | Am. Languags & Europe: Unity
through Diversity " — which was hkel in Washingon, D.C.,
under the auspies @ the Alliance Fancaise and the
Embassy foFrane. The onference,led by 16 enbassyep-
resatatives,featued roundtatle discussios eploring the
vitality of European languags veorldwide.Among the bp-
ics discussk were: the inevitability o globalizaton, the
soveragnty of eah of the menbers d the Riropean
Union, govenment linguistic policies at may levds, and
the inescapdb pedaminane d the Endish languag.

Throughout it all, however, edcaion was the ubject that
shaped the discussioof the \arious themes.

Mr. Pascal &ura, Deputy Delegate Gaeral d the Alliance
Francaise USAaccanpaniel by Dr. Catheine Péilon,
Attaché br Educaional Affairs b the Embassyf rance, pre-
santed the éfectivaness ba stong @mmitment to the ickal d
"unity through diversity" enbodied by the @mmon European
Framewvork of Referace (CEFR)This framavork, creaed by
educatonal and linguist specialistsaims b estalish a solid
foundaton for the mainenane d European languags and,
ubseuently, to preseve Eiropean linguist and cularal
diversity. One d the principal was in wvhich the theretcal
becanes paciical is though the &istence d various languag
assistantshiprpgramswhich prompt a universal @change d
native sgalers etweean wuntries.The Embassyf &rane,in
coopention with the CIER anrualy seds aproximately
1,500Americans b Fran@ b teach Endish. The pogram rep-
resats an ivestnent that is geatr than the am o its pats:
not only does eeh paticipant kring sanething o intrinsic
value flom ther home ountry, but their active pres@ace in the
host ountry also has fareahing culural dfeds, reslting
inevitably in a fetter mutual uncerstanding lstween peqoles.

For more information on teaching assistantshipglease
visit: wwwifrenchculture.ag and dick on the eucaion
rubric.

NEw ORLEANSHOSTS FIRST
ANNUAL JOAN OF ARC PARADE

Joan of Ar c trots down the
streets of New Orleans during
the first annual parade.

On the day of the Epiphany
January 6, Joan of Az admirers
gathered in the Fench Quarter in
New Orleans to take part in the
first annual parade honoring the
life and contributions of the
French hemwine, who died two
years following her success at the
Battle of Orléans during the
Hundred Years' War. Featuring
Joan of Arc-inspired performance
monologues as well as musicians
and participants dessed in
medieval garb, evelers of all ages
paraded down Decatur Steet to
the St. Joan statue in the New
Place de France wherthey com
memorated the 597th anniver
sary of the Fench patriot's birth
with a toast.

Bom in Domrémy, France, on
January 6, 1412, Joan of Az led
the French army to crucial victe
ries over the English during the
Hundred Years' War, claiming
divine guidance. Captued by the
English and buned at the stake
at the age of 19 for heresy the
young hemine is consideed by
some as the unoficial Paton
Saint of New Orleans. Wwenty-
four years after her death, the
Holy See found her innocent and
declard her a martyr Canonized
in 1920, Joan of Arc represents to
many people a faithful servant of
God, a female warrior and the
rescuer of France.

For some, the parade has per
haps taken on a second meaning,
a symbolic call to Joan to help
"save New Orleans." One partici
pant commented, "Since she
saved the old, why not the
new?," making reference to the
city's namesake. In futue years,
the city looks forward to expand-
ing the event into a Joan of Ac
festival, featuring films, theater
musical performances, and
Renaissance Fair style events
reflecting the times in which Joan
lived.
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In Depth

The Euro: In the Zone forTenYears

Ten yeas ag the Erropean @ntral Bank (ECB) intoduced a ommon cutrency
caled the @ro throughout paticipaing Eiropean Wion (E.U) menber staesgfec-
tively binding togeher a multiingual ontinent of disinct cultures,ecaomies and
govenments with a @mmon tender. The @iro has bcane the nabnal curency d 16
oountries and is ugedaily by 500 milon pegle — gying it the hidpest ombined
value d cash a the vorld maiket. Along with fecilitating trace in the E.Uthe erro is
also a syholic and taniple dail/ reminder of a plitical and eanomic hesia forged
ove 50 as ag with the Teay d Rame (se NFF 07.04).

Introducing the Hro to Eirope

The Maasticht Treay of 1992 estdlshed the Eonomic and Monetary
Union of the Eiropean Uhion (se& NFF 08.05)Seve yeas laer, on
January 1,1999the airo was intoduced in 11 menber staes — ceaing
the aea knavn as the ero ne — that meseveral citera:little delt, low
inflation and stablized interest ates.Frane was pe d the aiginal par
ticipants alag with Austria, Bdgium, Finland, Gemarny, Ireland, Italy,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands,Portugal,
and Spain.

Initially an éectronic banking cur
rency, the airro was use for acoounting
purposes, computerized monetary
exdanges,and cenoting value o travel-
e's diecks.In 2002 hard banknoes and
cans ewterad into circulaion, with the
ECB pinting a btal d 221 hllion euros.

Because manpele in the aro zne
had nevar sen the maney prior to its into-
duction, an elucaion program alut the
new curency was laurfed in preparaton
for the dangeover. Bsers, t-shirts, and
even playing cads vere ginted with the
design. Reailers, restauants, and st
offices listd prices in loth the naibnal and
euro \values o fecilitate ©nversion between
the two curencies — a gacice that ontin-
ued even afer the airo's in@pton. Banks
be@n issing "airo stating kits"— plast
pouches vith a séection of cains and lils ©
familiarize the pubc with the shaps,col-
ors,and orrespnding \alues dthe ender.

The curency kecame lgal tender on midnight January 1,2002to the
backdrop of a @lebration outsice the ECB hefuarters in Fankfurt,
Geamary. Beause thewro was alid on the Fench island ¢ La Réunio
in the Indian O®an thee hous ahed of continental Eirope,the first dfi-
cial puchase was a kijpam d litchis — a tanyg tropical fuit.

Snce then the @iro has gpanded to five mae ountries: Greee in
2001,9ovenia in 2007,Cyprus and Milta in 2008 andI®&akia which
joined the @iro ne last math.

Designing Hrope's New Qurrency

The ECB namtkthe E.Us nev curency the aro — a maike that repesets the
entire ontinent and is easilponouncd in al languags spken within the euro one.
The ECB alsoersav the @sign of the @iro's synbol, banknoes andains.

Fa the synbol, the ECB naowed the toice b two gptions and the let a puldic
polling séect the winning design. Accoding © the Eiropean @mmissian, “Inspiraion
for the eiro synbol itséf came fom the Geek @silon — a efereice b the cade d
European diilization — and the fist ldter of the word Europe,crossd by two paeld
lines b ‘certify’ the stallity o the eiro.”
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The dark blue ar ea represents the eur o zone, wher eas the light
blue ar ea represents EU member states outside of the eur

Fa designing the banknats ECB mandad an apealing curency ealily accepte and
usalte by al in the ero 2ne induding, visualy-impaired persms.Additional guiddines gp-
ulated that the cuiency aaid nafonal bases asel/ias inorporate seurity featues.

Out of 44 sibmissians,the ECB dected the absign by
Austian atist Fobet Kalina fr the seen denominations
of the banknat.Basel an the thene "ags and gles &
Europe," eeh noke is ddicaed to a diferent period in
European athitectral syle hut does not epeset ectual
physical suduresto enforce the ollective idmtity o the
entire ontinent. The fiont of eath banknoé dypicts wn-
dows and giewvays, symbolizing the "Hropean spit of
openness andappeaton.” The evese sid d eah noe
depicts a bidge epresating "®opeaton and emmuni-
caton baween Eirope and theast dthe vorld." The achi-
tecural dgpictions pogress initme with increases in ban
knote \alue.The lavest fie banknats @pict dassical stic
tureswheeas the higest énomination — 500 aros —
shancases 20theatury works vith gass and s

The banknats Ioast a sriety d featues ¢ aice the
seren million visualy-impaired persas in the aro 2one:
the sies dthe hlls incease ith ther value;the dnomi-
nation of eath note is pinted with raisel ink,alowing \alue
detemination from toudh al;me;and the atmaion of col-
oring d eah note kewee wam and col hues o aja-
cent denominations héps b avaid mix-ups and anfusian.

In aldition, the banknats ontain multiple seurity
featues © protet aginst ounterfating. On the laver-
right comer, notes 650 @rros and hige featue ©lor ink that dianges fom purmple b geen
at \arious antes All banknoes ag also pnted an uniqudy waemarked pager that depicts
the cicular onselation o the EU flagdr extra protecton. Far added seurity and aritcour+
terfating measreshlack magnetic threal runs thiough the midde d each note,and is isible
only when heéd up © the lidnt.

While the banknas a& hamonized across thewwo zne,cans ontain dements d both
the Buropean Uhion and indiidual naional idntities. There ae éght wins d the eiro that
range in \alue fom one ent to two euros.

Eah @in has a@mmon sick dypicting a map bEurope as el as a unige design on the
opposie si@ iepreseting an EU naon. Fa examplethe ane- and tvo- euro @ins minied in
Frane atue the otiine o the ountry surrounded by "Liberté,Egalité Fraiemité" — Likerty,
Ecuality, Biotherhood — the nabnal motb.

Sane oins hae kecane ollectors' iems andétd prices vel alove thér denomination,
uch as thosedm European micostags lile Monaco, &n Marino, and theévatican Gty Stag.

In addition, evey year dleuro one menberstaes ae abwed to issie e @mmeamora-
tive piee.Last Uly, Flane@ launbed a tvo-euro @in to aebrate the stdrof its presigncy d
the @uncil d the Eiropean Whion (s& NFF 08.07The ECB alsodtuently mints om-
memorative two-euro @ins.Past oins hae @ebrated the 2004then's Aympicsand the 50th
annivelsaly d the Teayy o Rame.

0 zone.



Business and Technology

Green Rece Bings New Meaning to BvironmentalWatch

French ewironmentalists  jist
found a nev meaningdr kegoing
wath on the @vironment.
Catering © the mpulaion's cesie
to manitor and dicrease thieeco-
logical botprint, Citypulse is inb-
ducing Ta monte \ert¢" a geen
wath. Along with measring
time, the inemal mehanisms
gauge oth CO, and nase leds,
and cetemine Iacaton through a GPS sam. While AirPaif is a
nonprofit that surveys the air gality in Raris with ten sies thoudh-
out the Fench capitalCitypulse's mdd gves cizens the ality ©
keg a "hand" o the @vironment themsdvesEah digtal wathdog
transmits dataroamosgheic mnditions b a entralizd database,
which olleds similar stagtcs fiom othe patticipantsThe eslilts ae
then anayzd for differences in pllution levds aross the git

© Thierry Marcou

The Green Watch measur es levels of air polution.

improve pullic health and mviron-
mental interests.

The wath scean displgs thee
dear meagements d air quality:
godl, fair, and or. Such indicabrs
hdp identify the aeas mostanducive
to physical gercise and ddoor activi-
ties.The inial laund will produce at
least 200 wdiesthus inceasings-
vellane sies in &ris by twenty-fold.

Citypulse has tak root alongsice the pogram "Mlles 2.0,"
which was @atd in 2006a explore gportunities b improve cites
from a ednological and evironmental point of view. The gal d
Citypulse andVilles 2.0 isstpromote a lmg-lasing and dirake city.
The poject will assable citzens organizaions businesseand pub
lic figures alik in hgres dencouragng avaieness andcative patici-
paion. Fa more inbrmation, pleaseisit wwwilles2.fr

Bicentennial of Louis aille, Rewolutionaty Inventor

This past mnoth, the bBoentennial d Louis Baille's lirth gave isuak
ly impaied pegple and thie advocaes the wrld over caused de-
brate. The Fenchman vho invented the evolutionary writing Sg-
tem which beas his name wasim on &ruary 4,1809in a smdil-
lage east foParis. Braille ceaed a bol which, canbined with ever-
improving etinologiesjs mae ustll now than ee before.
Braille's ivention was a sty d persaal riumph; Braille him
sdf became lind at ag thiee afer injuring himsé playing in his
fathe's workshap. This ragedy séthe esilignt young Baile an the
path b his cealon. At the Ryal Insitution for Bind Children in
Paris,he leaned to real using an ersyem o raisel ldters. Soam,
Braille lecame intrestd in a never method of realing alaged from
the nidnt writing procedire usd by the amy. The sgem repieset-
ed anly soundsand Baille quickly realizd that it ould be impoved

by finding a wa 0 repieset such dements as Gammay pundua
tion,and mathenatcal @ musical notabn. Braille cevoted al of his
free ime b enhancing the sjEm, and ty 1837 it was finadid.

Today "Baille" is a unieisal lenchmark. 200yeas afer Braille's
birth, the \isualy impaiied can nav work, real time,and een @-
pilot aircraft,thanks in paticular © Braille mapsBraille also ealdes
peqle b tale ful advantag@ d newn tedinologes — dr instane,
camputer text can le dcipheared using a Baille panéfitted to the sie
of a leybard. Although Braille’s inital invention has unergone
ubseguent incanatons his menory lives @ as wel. "Fele with a
visual impaiment hae a paicular ©nnection to Baile," sgs
Géard Qolliot, presiant of theValentin Hally assoaion, one d the
main ativist aganizaions br those vith vision loss."He is the 'big
brothe,' the ae who gae then the aljpale.”

French Enbassy ldsts ace-Avareness/EU residency @rée

The Embassyfd-rane in Washingbn, D.C., hosed a ¢osing eranony an
Decenber 18,2008 for the Fench Residncy d the Guncil d the Eiropean
Union as the bah of Europe was passdrom Frane b the Get Republic.
The ambassars d the 27 nabns d the Lhion and thé principal American
interlocutors in enbassy seices vere invited to the ecepibn, which focusel on
Frane's sccessful tiansatlarit @opeaton in the ealm & spae exploration.
The enbassy's spa attahé,Emmarud de Liplowski,organizd an ou-of-
this world disply on satlite data gtheed as agsilt of the siccessful allabora-
tion between Frane and the bited Staes. The pesetaion male use bthe

Science on a Sphere shows the world
in a new light.

"Scimce a1 a Spee" sgem, devdoped by the MNatfonal Oeanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) — a speical sceen of two meers in

diameer which reproduces the finding d saelitesauch as imate dange,on a mald world with great ealismMr. Lipkowski paid
special thanksd principal patne's d Frane's Niional Spae Agency in the Wited Stags specificaly NOAA and MSAwho have
bea devdoping dose dations with the Fench spae agncy br several dcades.

Smilarly, French Ambassdor Pigre Vimont reflected on the eceit maja accanplishments in the famework of transatlant
spae oopertion — notally, the siccesses foATV (Automated Transér Vehide) missios, the Mlumbus lab aboard the
Intemational Spee Stabn,and the launiging d the aean-eseahing satlite, Jasm-2. Pet Kola, Ambassdor of the Czet Republic
to the United Staksalso paid hmage b the gnamism & French lealership tefore ewealing the Igo o the Czet presidncy d the
E.U Dr. Sandy McDonald,who designed the Sciece On a Spare sgem, gawe a pesatation focusing @ dimate diange and thean-
seuences dhuman ativities kefore dgving the flar to Alexendra @ustauthe ganddaugter of world famous Fench explorer and
filmmaker Jacgies-Yes @ustauwho shaed sane sirprising inbrmaton alout the world's wagr ressoutes.

TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS

At the beginning of the year, the
French Govenment enacted a
new business povision encour
aging entrepreneurial growth
and facilitating management
processes for small enterprises
in France by educing bureau-
cratic requirements. Titled
"auto-entr epreneur,” this policy
simplifies and educes annual
expenses by waiving initial &g-
istry fees and making taxation
solely a function of revenue cot
lected during a specific period. If
no revenue is collected, then no
payments ae necessary This
novel status easeseaguirements
for both creation and manage
ment of small businesses in
France. Accoding to the
Agence Pour la Création
d'Entreprises certain pre-tax
revenue limits define the param
eters of what is consideed a
small enterprise. For example, a
business cannot collect moe
than 80,000 euros for the sales
industry and 32,000 euos for
the services industry

ARRFRANCEKLM TAKESALITALIA
UNDER ITS WING

AirFrance-KLM enteed into a
business partnership with Alitalia
airlines on January 9. The partner
ship called for AirFrance-KLM to
fund a 323-million euro acquist
tion, amounting to a 25 percent
stake in Alitalia, accoding to
AirFrance-KLM. In addition, the
Air France-KLM goup will obtain
three seats on Alitalia's adminis
trative council. The centralized
management of the partnership
aims to facilitate supervision and
executive organization. AirFrance-
KLM chairman Jean-Cyril Spinetta
and CEO Pier-Henri Gourgeon
explained that cooperation
between airline companies will be
crucial to reaching the next level.
The partnership stengthens the
outlook of both companies, and
fosters their development on the
world stage. While the passengers
may see no diference during
flights, they will be offered more
of them. The partnership brings
AirFrance-KLM to the top of the
airline industry in terms of size,
soaring to new heights.
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The Historic Monte-Carlo Rally will cele
brate its 12th anniversary this month
when the high-speed car race finishes in
Monte-Carlo—the famed city in the
Mediterranean principality of Monaco.
Founded in 1997, the Historic Monte-
Carlo rally is organized by the
Automobile Club de Monaco and is one
of the most strenuous car races in the
world.  Similar to the time-honored
Rallye Automobile Monaco established
in 1911 by Prince Albert | of Monaco, the
Historic Monte-Carlo Rally follows analo
gous race outes but is eserved for vehi
cles built befoe 1980. Known for its
dangelious stages in mountains and chal
lenging terrains, participants in the
Historic Monte-Carlo Rally & restricted
to pre-determined maximum speeds
during certain sections to ens safety
and account for differences in car makes.
Drivers start in various cities aass contt
nental Euope and race to a common
finish line in Monaco. Driving teams
select departue cities based on a first-
come-first-served criterion judged by the
successful completion of their egistra
tion. Past starting lines include Beelona,
Copenhagen, Reims, andufin. It was
held from January 29 to February 4.

NAVIGO TO REPLACE

CARTE ORANGE

The Paris public transport system has
recently switched fom the Carte Orange
to the new and improved Navigo cadl.
The Parisian public transport operator
RATRasserts that Navigo's RFID magret
ic miciochip lends itself to moe efficient
recharging, leplacing, and updating than
its paper pedecessgr and ams to
streamline travel thoughout the city. For
instance, patons of the Navigo pass &
able to change their subscriptions
accoding to varying schedules, so that
caids may be canceled andaopened at
any time. Additionally the Navigo's year
ly rates amount to about 10 eups less
than the Carte Orange, and the pass is
more eco-friendly—educing the cont
sumption of paper passes. The Carte
Orange, named for its ecognizable color
scheme, evolutionized public transit
when it was first introduced in 1975.
Prior to its inception, five tickets might

have been necessary to traverse Paris.

The Carte Orange simplified commutes
by giving passengers unlimited access to
all of the region's public transportation
for a flat rate and during a specified time
period. Navigo seeks to build upon
Orange's success. Even those new to the
Paris public transit system can obtain the
Navigo pass online at no extra cost if they
live or work in lle-de-France. While
Navigo is intended for esidents and
commuters, "le passe Navigo décou
verte' is also available for those who live
outside of the aea and can be pur
chased at any mem ticket window for
immediate use.

6 NEWS FROM FRANCE

Society

Dual Fench-Amacan Gtizen Gowned Mss Fance

Last Decenber 19-yearold Fench-American Chloé
Mortaud won the Mss Fane 2009 empettion —
becaning the fist dual ciizen to win the itle. Mortaud
represated he home depatment of Albigeds Midi-
Pyrénées in sahwest Fane.

Bom in Lisieux, Frane,the Fench-American keauy is
an intemational husiness sident at the Uhiversity of
Toulouse o hapes b enter the fidd of intemational
trade. A woman d mary talents, including dane, piano
and theagr, Chloé ejoys pzz and lassical msic.With a
passio for adventure, the young Mss Fane is also an
avd hang-dider and world travder, as vell as fuent in
Endish, Spanish and knese.

The daugter of an African-American mothe and
Caucasian fench fathe, Mortaud is also aestamat to
the culural diversity of Frane,she enphasizs."l want ©
go to peple and gplain © them that ®ar d the othe is
unfounded,” she old the Assaiatd Press the daafer
being cowned. "I want © incanate [...] today's Fench

diversity at inematonal
beauy pagants." Mrtaud's
mothe was lorn in
Mississipi and gew up in
California, and he fathe's
French heitage @es "as far
back as w ould trae the
family tree," the eigning
Miss Fane statd. Mortaud
will represat Frane at the
Miss Uiverse 2009 and isk
World 2009 pagants.

Keeping in buch with her
American oots, Mortaud
attended a ecepion hdd in
honor of Presidnt-elect
Obamés inauguaton at the
Residnce d Frane
Jruary 18.

© Mosche Zusman

Miss France 2009, Chloé
Mortaud, celebrating Mr

Obama’s inauguration at
the Residence of France.

“Winter RespettRaises ¥er-Geen Avaieness for Gtdoor Activities

© F. de la Mure

Operation “Winter Respect” educates the public
about the basic safety and eco-r esponsibility
in the mountains.

The Fench Office d Tourism launtied an elucatonal initiative,
Opemtion "Winter Resged," that eathes basic sy and eo-
friendly guiddines br outdoor activity through a sees & work-

WINTERY SEASONBRINGS
Hor INTERESTIN
SEMI-ANNUAL SALES

fashion aficionados
low prices.

For a virtual sense of shopping, the
blog " Soldes' (soldes.doctissimo.fr) is

Twice a year, French stores hold
official sales known as les soldes. The
annual winter sale season in France
runs from January 7 to February 11,
and of fers up to 70 percent of f select-
ed merchandise. This year, les soldesis
a particularly anticipated event as
shoppers make up for lackluster holi -
day spending. The Convention and
Visitors Bureau distributes a shopping
guide to direct shoppers in Paris's prin -
cipal fashion districts and an estimat -
ed 300 hotels and restaurants of fer
special promotions for the hordes of

France, as well as recommendations on
where to shop for chic discount cloth -
ing, and a guide to sale-shopping tac -

shgs and intractie pograms.The geraton aims ¢ culivate
a eter seise @ understanding and maximizthe ajoyment of
winter sports in Fan@'s mountainousagons while romoting
sabty and evironmental respnsitility.

"Winter Resed” offers a cealve leaning approad that
includes shas, experiments and bstade @urses dr al ages
during the ski seasan Fan@. Theatical performanes éah
children the espnsiblities that ome with trekking &ross the
mountain évironment, such as instuction on avalantie escue
protol. At various lesats, participants can placamesdcus
ing an evironment and mountain safy curing the dg In the
evaning, the wnners ae avarded prizes —hot hooolate or chil-
dren and mulled wine for adults.

This pubic avareness campaigalso onduds a ariety o
consevaton programs!'E@-DIY" demonstrates inneative and
crealve wgs d reusing efusethereby diminating trash lildup
on peaks andaleys. Children's "&o-experiments" workshqos
teah dhildren basic penomena alout the @vironment throuch
simple watr and eah field tests.

attract ed to the tics. Daily posts on this blog highlight
the current fashion trends and numer -
ous pictures illustrate styles ranging
from daily wear to haute-couture.

For those who prefer to shop from
the comfort of their own home, por -
tions of the blog are devoted to
online sales. These sections provide
retailer W eb sites and corresponding
sale recommendations. Along with
advice on clothing, the blog also
offers links to an array of information
on beauty , health, and fitness.

News From France does not endorse
the content, views and opinions of
authors expressed in the aforemen -
tioned W eb sites.

devoted entirely

to shopping dur -
ing the sales
period. The W eb
site includes an
extensive calen-
dar that of fers
advice on where
to look for sales

throughout



Cultural Highlights

Age-Qd Drink in a Fesh New Light

Barrels of Courvoisier age quietly in the house’

Cognec is not solg a dff digest to sétle somachs. Traditionaly
seved with wakr at ioom temperature o chilled, the king ébrandy
is experiencing a esirgence in mpulaiity amag gemier mixolo-
dsts vio incrporate the ime-hanored spiit into fresh odtails.
New recipes hee kean onooctad, uch as a dnk creaed by the
Bureau Nitional hterprogssionfaiu Coghaccambining Cognec
with ginger,ime and lenonade plus cucumkar peé. The ecait win-
ter edition of Frane Magazindraces the histry d this 400-garold
brandy.

Exclsively produced in the Qiarentes egon of Frane,Coghec
is ceatd by distlling Ugni Banc gapes and &wing the esilting
mixture © a@ in @k barels or various amounts btime — a

s expansive cellar in Jar nac.
Cognac's transformation is whetting the palettes of a new generation.

period that anges fom a minimum of
two yeas b nealy 200 gas — pior to
blending. This pocess #ws br the
devdopment of the disinct flavor that is
praisel for its fruity and eahy tones.

While previously the streotypical
nightcap ddderly gandpamnts,the dink
is beconing pogresaiely mae pular
amang Younge gmeatons thanksd the
increasing \ailability o premier vintages.
In the 1970<Cogec podudion under-
went maja renovation. Vineyards vere esticted to the lest errain
and impovements in disilaon as el as the agg pocesses
alowed for optimal tase. Also sene 400 digtct brands siting every
task ae inceasinty availalle an world maikes.

In addition, long-estalished marufactures ach as Rém
Martin are attacing nev patons ty revamping lottle desigs.
New presatatons indude a wrk by American atist David
Latharele that hmors pzz-ea performer bsghine Balker.

Fa more inbrmation on Cognec, as vel as a list fohot spts
throughout the USto enjoy it, pleaseafe to Fran@ MVagazinés wn-
ter edition. To purchase aapy,pleaseisit: wwwiran@magazine.ag,
or ontact Radd Beame at 202-944-6069.

© Metzger Studios

Incentives to Atract Foreign Hmmakers

American diecta Woody Allen kidked dff the year ly announcing
plans o flm a "taming omedy" taking plee thioughout Frane
and paticularly in Ruis While plot and etors ae not finalizd, Allen
hopes ¢ incorporate Fench talent and @gage the gpansie fan base
in the ountry where he is éscibed as "the mostréhch American
directa” by Fench daily Le fgaro.

Allen's dxision to film in the Gty d Light complements a
recently launted inaantive b lure mae bragn flmmalers Frane's
time o the sile scee ould double in ©ming yeas thanksd a
new tax inentive cesiged to atrad foreign film produdion cm-
paniesSame filmmalers can ctias nuch as $5 nribn out of ther
budggt by daiming tax aedit for 20 gercet of produdion expenses
incurred in Fran@ in exchange br induding senes that & unier-
saly recogiizalle as Fench.

Indeed, Frane is no sangx to the lig sceer—it has a log cint
emaic tradition and evéoped mary d the edy alvanes in meie

picturesLae 19th entury Fench film
pioneers sich as botha'sAuguse and
Louis lumiere cevdoped ealy filming
and pojection tedniques.Ther 46-
send shat film "Workers Leaing the
Lumiere Factoy” (1895) was the dir
film eve pubicly sceaed.

Today Fan@ spnsas rumea-
ous filmmaler devdopment programs and hasdeane a jpp-
ular place b male maovies Last yar aloe Ruis hosed 840 film
shats, which averages 6 nine films shot @ day and nedy
3,500 otal das d filming. In receit yeas, Frane has hosd
numerous eatue-lengthAmerican filmsauch as 2006snmer
blockbusers "The DaVinci Code" shevcasing the duvre
Museim in Raris and "Marie Antoinette” which uses the
Versailes Rlace as a fwdrop.

Woody Allen
announced plans to
film in France.

Waived Admission Ees DawsYoung Gowd

French Resignt Nicolas &rkozy
unvdled a plan last mah to gant
French youths undyr the ag d 25 and
professes fiee @missio to 50 nabn-

al museims in Fane. Expectel o

take dfed in April, the plan is paiof an
initiative D entice the pulic, esgcialy

young pemle, to visit the nuseims
and naibnal heitage sies.

A smaler-scale ppgram heded The Louve will be participating in the
free-admission initiative.

by the Mnistry of Culture in 2008
successfuly increasd the umber of museim \isitors by wav-
ing the $9-0-$12 @missio fee D view the @mMmanent ollec-
tions at 14 natnal nuseims in Fane. The eperimental
measire mosed the atendan@ d regular patons as wl as

attractel foreign tourists viho acount for
three-quarters d the nuseim \visitors
beween the ags ¢ 18 and 25.

In adition, Presidnt Sarkozy
announed a 100-milon euro budget
increasedr the expansion of culture po-
gramsjnduding the dundafon of "Maism
de I'Hstoire ce Fane," Museim o French
History. The pesidnt also poposa the
creaton of a @uncil for Artistic Creaton,
which will decide iorities r public arts
funding. Co-chaired by the curent minstr of culture,Christine
Albané, as vel as IFench fimmaker Marin Kammitz, the Guncil
will work "in dose copestion with artists professioals and the
public" to promote cultire exdeavors in Fane.

Gaston Lenétr e
revolutionized la patisserie .
Gaston Lendte is cedited with ele-
vating pétisserieto an art by creating
lighter, more savory versions of traeli
tional recipes in unconventional fla
vors and forms. Befoe his death at 88
last month, Lendte established a gas
tronomic empire with over 60 stores
in 13 countries, a pastry school that
trains 3,000 chefs annuallynumerous
cookbooks, and a thee-star estau
rant. Offering his condolences, fench
Pesident Nicolas Sarkozy stated that
France has lost "one of the geatest
masters of taste." After opening his
first pastry shop in Paris in 1957,
Lendte attracted a wide clientele
craving his savoncharlottes mouss
es, and macanons as well as his orig
inal creation " succes, which is a base
of macamons coveed with an
almond brittle. In 1985, Lendte part
nered with the hotel conglomerate
Accor and founded an intenational
chain of boutiques and catering serv
ices which established Lenétras an
ambassador of Fench cuisine aound
the world. This intemational exposue
set Lendte's technique as the univer
sal standad by which all pastry chefs
are judged

SPATROTTING IN PARIS

Le Caousel du Louve in Paris hosted
the annual water and wellbeing trade
show Salon Thermaliedast month.
The five-day exposition granted the
general public access to the latest in
holistic health fom total body spa
therapy to thalassotherapy facials—a
reinvigorating treatment that uses the
skin-renewing properties extracted
from seawater Six exhibitions show
cased how water souces indigenous
to France can be used to &at an
assortment of diseases. Hydtherapy,
one of the featured treatments, uses
mineral water from springs native to
southem France to soothe muscular
and skeletal pains and disalers. In
the "Wellbeing Pavillion" visitors
could speak with health advisors as
well as attend workshops on haness
ing the properties of water to pro-
mote good health. Information was
also available on spas tlaughout
I'Hexagonewhere curative waters ae
available. For mog information,
please visitwww thermalies.com
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France in America

LSU to Qpen "Rodin: A Magnificent session” ¥hibit

The Fench Conwulate d Louisiana pdr
nered with Louisiana StatUhivessity (LSU)
to shavcase the & and wrks d French
sculgor August Rdin in an ehibition
tited, "Rodin: a Magnificent Obsessia."
The eposiion displgs the most@npre-
hensie ollection of Radin's work indud-
ing, sculdures ach as "fie Gats 6 Hell,"
"The Kss," and "fie Thinker" as el as
photographs and a shibfim that explore
the cealve and édnologcal pocess
behind his mastpieces.

Radin is widely knoan for his vwork with
bronze caghg — a sculfing mehod where
liquid bronze is pured into a plagr mold
and solidifiesUsing this édinique,he was
one d the first sculfors b express bman
emotion throudh physical manéstaibns d

Courtesy: LSU MOA

The Rodin Exhibition will showcase
the artist's most famous works,
including his sculptur e,
"The Thinker ."

the body; dgicting edtreme pain © exu-
belane thiough hand gstires athe than
fecial expressios.

Radin's work indudes liflike tuman
figuresHe was nieulous vith detail and
acountsd for the dfeds d light on bronze
by waiing his lonze figues vith several
layess d gree patna. His ednique po-
ducsd such realisic sculpures that Bdin
was acasioaly acusel o srmallags a
tednique vhee the plast cast is dedly
molded an a live maid.

"Rodin: a Magnificent Obsessia’" will
be hdd at the Sha Ganter for theArts in
the LSU Miseim of Art. It is sipported
by the tis and B Geald Gantor
Foundaion. For more informaton,
please isit: wwwilsu.edu.

French Hms in the Potlight at Alanta &wish #m Festial

The ninth anmial Atlanta &wish
Film Fesival (AJFF) sesned seer-
al Fench films sirrounding &wish
identity at\arious cinenas thoudh-
out Georgia's stee capital last
month. Last yar aloe,the esival
entertained ove 15,000 pale,
shavcasing 40 igmatonal works.
Ove the ourse 6 twehe dgs dir-
ing this ar's dition, the esival
featued 50 inematonal films
exploring \arious aspds d Jevish
life,culture,and hisory. The bllow-
ing seen Fench films sceened at

something as trivial as a lemon tr

"Les Citronniers " humanizes the
Israel/Palestine conflict when two
neighbors become divided over

ee.

The aganizrs d the esival,the
American éwish @mmittee, main-
tain that film is oe d the kest meli-
ums b speal uncerstanding
relating a rsaal sory that egages
and onneds with the public. The
gaal d the sival is b shae coss-
cultural periences b encourage
greatr accefiance ketween differant
religious goups, ethnicities, and
natonalities.

In addition to film sceenings,the
fesival also inluded appeaanes
from ectors filmmakers,authors,and

the Esival devdop topics intuding the esmane d WWIl as  various othe experts in the fidel. Audience menbers hal the

wel as éwish idntity in Fane, titled: "Helo Gaodbye," Les
Citronnies" "Faut Que Ca Bne;' "PlusTard, Tu Compendras”

"Un Seet" and Nous Bons I'&odis”

opportunity to \ote br the wnners d the AJFFAudience Best
Narrative o Best locumentary Awaid.

Fa more inbrmation, pleaseigit: wwwaiff.ag.
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