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Prime Minister Fancois flon Visits D.C. to Dscussritemational Eonomic $uation

Prime Minister of Frane Fancas Filon traveed to Washingdn, D.C.,on May 1 and 2
for his first visit to the United Staés in his psition as Fench hea of govenment. Mr.
Fillon's arival maked the fiist ime in 10 gas that a fench prime miniser had ome
to D.C.The vsit — pompted by the irvitation of Mr. Fillon as the guest bonor of
the American &wish @mmittee's annal gala dinne — focusel on the curent stae
of the inemational eocnomy and its g ; :
conseuences ér the iefom process &
in Frane.Mr. Fillon was ecanpaniel
by two high-levd Fench dficials:
Minister of the Eonomy, Industy
and Emplgment, Christine Lagude,
and Mnister of Agriculture and
Fisheies Michd Bamier.

At the gla dinne of theAmerican
Jevish @mmittee (AJC),hosed at
the National Building Museim, Prime
Minister Fillon addressé an audiace
of more than 1,50®fagn dignitaries,
Congress mmbers, and leders d
the &wish American ommunity. In
the spiit of Presidnt of the Rypublic
Nicolas &rkozy's vsit in November,
2007 Mr. Fillon set a messagd friendship b theAmerican qle.He expressed
French solidaity with Israd and cded for “firmness and diafue” vith regard to an
Iranian rudear @richment program,undersoring that "[Fane's] stategy is staicht-
forward. Bther dialogue @ growing isolaion - diplomatic isolaion, ecanomic isola
tion, financial isoldbn," Iran would face should it écide not b abandn its pogram.
On the acasion of the 60th anniersay d creaton o Israd, he also mphasied
Fran@'s pamership wth the US.to support this @untry "in its aduous jouney
toward a jist and lagtg peae.”

Additionally, Pime Minister Fillon addressd a rumber of other issies,
including the sta d exdhange rates and irgmational trade,the dange in di-
mate fr food, as vell as the neessiy of a nev world govemance: Frane alvo-
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French Mnister of Eonomy dins Gher G7 Members
for IMF andWorld Bank $ring Meetings

French Minister of the
E®nomy, Industy and
Employment Christine
Lagqarde arived in
Washingbn, D.C., on
April 11 b atend the
meetings d the G7the
Intematonal Monetary
Fund (IMF), and the
World Bank. Minister
Lagarde was ecanpa
nied to the sping meetings ty Govemor of the Bank d Frane Christian Noye and a
ddegation of senior civil sevants.

Mrs. Lagarde janed the financial minigrs and nabnal bank gvenors d the
United StaésGemary, Canala,Great Bitain, Italy,and &panthe sgen most indis
trialized countriesat the G7 meting an April 11 and at the IMF andforld Bank met-
ings o April 12 and 13The discussits bcusel on anrual world growth, which the
IMF has eeal@ to be at 3.7 ercant for this year ompared with a recast 64.1 per-

French Minister of Economy Christine
Lagarde, center, visited the U.S. in mid-April.

Prime Minister Fillon hosts a pr ess conference at the
Residence of France during his visit to D.C. Pictur ed
with him (L-R) ar e Ministers Lagar de and Bar nier.

caks the pgressie enlargement of the Lhited Nations Scurity Council and
the G8,which should & ransbrmed into the G13d bring in the energing
countries.

On May 2 Mr.Fillon me with American bank and inagsty CEOs and iith U.Sgov-
emment officials Hmry Raulsa, Seretary d the Teasrry,and Bn Bemanke,Chairman
of the Federl Reseve Bank. The pime minister also mewith
former French finan@ miniser and curent Managng Directa of
the htemational Moneary Fund Dominique Stauss-k&hn,and
members d the Fench expariate @mmunity.

Speaking at aness anferece at the Bsidnoe d Frane
befoe his metings wth Bemanlke and Bulsa, the gime mir+
ister stressd that his dialgue vith US dficials vould enphasiz
the ned for a Fench-American aiance b face the curent eco-
nomic ciisis. Recaling that echanges letween the US.and
Europe &wunted for 40% ¢ global rade and 14 miibns jdos,
Mr. Fillon undetlined the onsejuences @ the eanomic diffi-
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chalenged the IMF gowth forecast ér 2008,
citing the pbusiness bEUropean gowth, par
ticulady in employment figures. Minister
Lagade statd in an inendew with French
nenspag@ Le kgaro, "the European eonomy
remains mae sipported than the IMF laims,
and cevdoping ountries ag ontinuing ther
positve gowth [...] the sene is not aslack as
is gneraly portrayed.”

The G7 minigrs stagd ther concems alout the dfeds d recent shap flucuations
in maja currencies @ economic gowth, and eaffimed ther support for a stong
intemational financial ssem. Minister Lagarde expresse a "ollective will" to move
toward a "mage lespnside and mee ranspaent” operation of markets with "more
legible" and "lessatlivative™ financial pofits.

When aslked what was the mosiogiive dement of the Washingbn meetings,the
French minister replied that it was "ithout a cbubt the will for action and the diago-
sis shad by al the menbers d the G7 egarding the natire d the cisis and thetust-
alle respnsesThe amoshere was paiculaly mopegative." The metings onduded
by séting goals r the @ming year
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FREESMMMING  LESSONSFORKIDS
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7-to 12-year -olds will be of fered

free swim lessons this summer .
Characterizing swimming as a crucial skill
that must be masteed — just like ead
ing and writing — by all childien, Fench
Minister of State for Sports and Wuth
Bernad Laporte announced on April 28
the launching of Operation Savoir Nager
(Operation Lean to Swim). Curently in
France, only one out of two students
entering middle school knows how to
swim, a skill that helps pevent water
related accidents such as dwning. As
of this summey 7- to 12-yearold children
will be able to take a dozen hours of fee
swimming lessons though this program.
Minister Laporte hopes that the initiative,
set to renew each summer though
2012, will reach 100,000 childen. The
lessons will be dered at approximately
100 sites — both swimming pools and
lakes — thoughout France. Resently
children in France akady eceive 20 to
30 hours of swimming instruction in ele
mentary school.

SocleTy COMES TOGETHER TO
FigHT AIDS

In March, the Fench fundraising cam
paign Sidaction 2008 engaged in a
momentous efort to raise money and
awareness for HIV/AIDS. Over the
weekend of March 28-30, Sidaction
raised a total of 5.9 million euns (about
$9.3 million) for AIDS ("SIDA" in
Fench) pevention and eseach. Eleven
Fench television stations and five radio
stations participated in the fundraising
by bringing in intemational stars to per
form in concerts and telethons, povic-
ing specialized pogramming, and
screening movies such as dm
Hanks and Denzel \dshington's
"Philadelphia." Donors were able
to contribute via Sidactiors \Web site, by
phone, or by text through April 11. The
Sidaction campaign was launched in
1994, and has since become an annual
success in raising both funds and awer
ness. Accading to UNAIDS, AIDS
claimed 2.1 million lives worldwide in
2007, and 33 million adults ae estimat
ed to be infected with the syndome.
Even though the implementation of
Highly Active Antietroviral Therapy
(HAART), or “cocktail" therapy, has pio-
longed the life of many patients, empha
sis still emains on pevention over teat-
ment. For moe information, please visit:

www sidaction.org
2 NEWS FROM FRANCE

Current Events

France RrsuesTough $ance on iacy

After consiceralde dforts, the 288-6ot French yadit Le Pnant
and its 30 @v menbers vere deasd on April 11 ky Smali
pirates wo hal hdd them hostag in the @if of Aden sineApril
4.The hjackes hal sbrmed the yadt as it eturned without pas
sengers fiom the 8yddles m its wy o the Maditerranean &a.

The Fench govemment activated its @unter-piracy plan
as son as theuxury \esskalated dfficials b the hostag sit
uation. French frigates le ®mmandant Buan and&an Brt,
with navy and gndamerie @mmand units aboard, divert-
ed from thar regular missia in the hdian Oe@an b tradk the
yatht's movanents and pepare D intervere if necessay.
Upon the eease D the hostags,the @mmand units
brought them atpard the &an Bt for medical evaluaton.

With the @opemtion of the $mali govemment, French
military forces usé a sirvellane sgem to trak down the
pirates afér therr return to shoe and fied waning shotsa
stop thar vehicles anddrce then to surrender. X were cap
tured by French commandbs and tansérred to Franc.

This event marks the fist ime in a log while sine a mi
itary gperation has leen caried out aginst an et of maritime
piracy and dne so sooessfuly.

The hjaking o Le Pnant was ecanpania by seeral
related incidences @ piracy in the aga,including the cafure
of the Spanish fishingegskePlaya ce Bakio an April 20 and
the atempted hijacking d the &paneseibtanker Takgyama
on April 21.

In 2007236 ats d maritime piracy were recordel, over
30 d which occurred off the $mali mast.

Presidnt Sarkozy has mposel taking ation on this mater
at the UN &curity Gouncil. The aim is sgeificaly o cradk down
on ats d piracy ty estalishing a ight to follow vessis flom the
high seas it territorial waers and o prevent acts d piracy. A
draft UN Scurity Gouncil resalition is undr discussin.

Searately, Fane has unetaken a lumanitatian initiative
designed to esort World Food Frogramme {VFP) lumanitaii-
an ships sailingpt®malia.Missio Alcyon, launded by Fane
on Novamber 17 enabled theWFP b sagly ransprt 30,000dns
of aupplies fom MombasaKenya, to the rts d Merka and
Mogadistu, Sonalia. The planes @nmandt Ducuing and
Premier maitre I'Her,in turn, asared the potecton of this mis
sian during two and a halfmonths. The Fench nafonal nary
was dieved by the Danish ngy an Febuary 2.

FanceTakes Ation Against Eating Soders

On the Fench catwalkdangeousy thin physicques
are no loger & la mde Last math, represatatives
from French fashim housesadverising ompanies
and melia fis banédd togeher to sigh a meno-
randum o understanding ® @mbat aneoexia and
bulimia on the unway and in dverisements.
Backe by the Fench Minister of Health,Youth
and Sprt, Roséyne Baddot-Narquin, the meno-
randum seks ¢ promote a health body imag, a
messag diectel primarily at yung vomen, and
aims b "heghten pulblic avareness atwt the acept-
an@ d physical diessity." As a parof this @mmit-
ment, sighaiories ow “not b accep using pitures &
pele, in paticular youth, which @uld ontribute
to [or] promote a mad of extreme thinness."
Private industies ae not the aly mes in
Fran@ b tale o1 angexia. Fran@'s lova house
of Paliament passeé a lill that would male pomoting anaexia

Members of the Fr ench
fashion industry signed an
agreement to combat
anor exia and bulimia.

- on Web sies and logs a dminal dfense,
- punishatte with a setence d up to three
yeas in gism. The Fench Snatke is gpect-
ed to wote o the poposel lav in the near
future.

With these ne initiatives, Fran@ jans
the anks 6 several Ruropean ountries viho
hae talkn a stand ainst the ising tend o
eaing disaders. In Septenber 2006,Spain
bannel madds with an unhealty Body Mass
Index (BMI) from patticipaing in Medrid's
Pasada Obdes faship shav. Last yar
Spanish fashio houses @a and Ming
instaled siz 8 mannguins in thér window
displas. In Italy, an ageement signed in
Febuary 2007 banreegrls undy the ag d
16 fiom runweay shavs. In addition, Italian
modéds that @ walk the catwalk ust first receie health leaane.

Promoting Sistainable andde-Fiendly Development

From April 1-7, Franee hoséd the 6th S8stainale
Devdopment Week during which mare than 2,600 initives
were ehibited throughout the @untry that bcus o wustain
able poduction and onsumption, rangng in natire fom
em-construction tours b recyded ait exhibits.

Laundhed by the Fench Ministry o Ewmlogy and
Sustainalte Planning and Bvdopment, the event raise pulic
avareness abut the difierent components d sustainale cevel-
opment, including e&onomic devdopment, environmental pro-
tecion, and seial pogressA antral aim d the geraton was
to fosker support for changes in lehavior that would educae
individuals @ how to reduce thér ecological botprint.

On April 4-6,Le &rdin des plargs in Rris wecomed mare
than 9,000 igitors © 'Le Village di dédoppenent duratde"
Guests wre invited to paticipat in ineractie instdhtions that

were dvided into six thenatic zones:halitat, energy and
wase, transprtation, tourism, biodiversity and wagr, and
daily purchasesEach zne,managd by an NGQan assca
tion or institutional aganizaton, each with a patner from
the pivate setor, chalenged paticipants though different
activities b prove thér leve of ec-friendliness.

In assoiaion with Gaz @ Fane and SNCHaris Expo
at Porte & Versailes hosid thePlanee Durabe (Sustainale
Plang) trade shev on April 10-13.With a focus m eco-con-
sumption beyad the usial ®ncepts d recyding and ¢ean
energy, one inno/ative resatation proposel creaing a "sis
tainatdle dane floor" that onvetts the meement of daners
into energy to powe its avn sound and ligt systems.

For more informaton on the inifative, please igit:

wwwsenainedudevdoppementdurale.guv.fr.



France & America

Europe on the Btomac: EU Ebassies @enTheir Gates

Go b Hirope br free?
soundsa®o gpod to ke tue,but
on Saurday, May 3, 26-
European Uhion Member
Staes inWashingbn, D.C.,and
the HRropean @mmission
Ddegation to the US. opened
ther doors b the puliic for the
2008 EU @an Housekicking
off the Rssprt DC fesival.

From 10 amto 3 pm.,
free public transprtation
stuttled visitors thioughout D.C. alowing them to travé from the
U.K.and $venia,to Svede and Pmania—no passpt nesd-
ed—gving them a are "Ehind-the-gates" lok at the Hropean
embassiesWith fesivities angng from sampling Genan radi-
tional cuisine @ demonstations o flamexco dancing at the
Embassy foSpainthe EU (ven House povided visitors with a
tase d Europe by shavcasing nabnal hidhlights sich as nosic,
art and bod, as vel as the pportunity to mest with represata
tives fom various dfices vithin the enbassies o discusskthe
roles 6ther sevices.

Neaty 3,000 guests the Embassyf &rane, for example,
wele alte D discuss ench military stategy and ations with
members fiom the Military Mission, then explore eerything

Boston @\wors the Anval of Le

The long-standing andikrant tradition of French cuisine in w
Endand haseceive anothe ingredient with the @ening o Le
Cordon Beu Qollege d Culinary Arts in Bysbn. The shool is
the 14th affiliad d Le Grdon Beu Stiools North America,
which is alealy wel-estalished in the cites ¢ Chicag, Atlanta,
and Mnneaplis,amag othes. Classes atdrdon Beu in
Bosbn commenced on April 7.

The culinay atts ®llege aimsa @ntinue the tadition of excel-
lence estalished by Bosbn's most pesigious &, the lae dilia
Child, who was argduat d the Le Grdon Bleu in Raris.

The sbool's affiliaton with its Rarisian ©unterpart
symbolizes the sength o French-American culinay

Members of the Military Mission at the Fr
discuss with guests during the 2008 EU Open House.

from avan@ments in leseach
and ednology with the Offie
of Scimce and @dnology, as
wel as eceie inbrmation on
ary quesions thg might have
atout Frane, such as the last
presidntial dections o tips o
trave...all before wheting ther
paldtes 6 a ful course Fench
meal @ while basking in theus
at acafé prisien.

DC residnts were not the
only mes 6 ¢t a tagt d Europe an the Btomeac. One mothe of
two young grls,ages 6 and Travded ovar an hour br the seand
year in aow o provide he daudhters with the goportunity o put
ther French lessos b usewhile othes sied "the venderful
opportunity to git a sneak-gak at aauntry before @ing thee br
the first ime," as anotieyuest emarked.

Coordinated by Quitural Tourism DC, the EU Qen House
took place within the framevork of a two-week Esival, Passprt
DC,which adebrated the diessity, richness andythms d inter-
natonal culure with various eents,including EiropeWeek (May
3-10) andWorld Week (Mey 11-16)as vel as the ritemational
Children's Fesival (May 10),andAround theWorld Open House
(May 17).Fa more inbrmation, pleaseisit: wwwpassprtde.ag.

Cadon Beu

exdange.Sudents in Byson take dasses in the fundame
tals d classic Fench cuisineas vell as ourses in Fench
languag and culire © fully understand and apreciate
these éniques and raditions. In the sping of 2009,a
full-service, student-staffed restauant appropriately
namal Tedniquewill open in Camtridge, allowing the
public to tase theér accanplishments.

The first @rdon Bleu culinary aits stool was dunded
in Paris in 1895 § Marthe Distdl, the publishe of La
Cuisiniee @rdon Ble Magazine Today Le Grdon Bleu
has &panded to 29 shools am 5 ®©ntinents, with over
20,000 stdents erolling eah year

ench Embassy

French AchitectWins Restigious Rtzker Rize

One d Fran@'s bremost
architeds,an Muvd, has
been namel the 2008
recipient of the prestgious
Pritzker Architecure Rize,
awvaded anrualy to a liv-
ing archited by the Hatt
Foundaion. Often caled
the "Nobd Prize d archi-
tecure,’ winners receie a
$100,000 @nt and indis
try-wide adaim. Nouvel
will be recognized during
a @ramony at the Libary of Congress inVashingon, D.C.,
on line 2.

Nouvd is the seond French archited to receie the pize after
Christan e Prtizampac in 1994Bom in Fumd, Frane, in

Jean Nouvel won this
year's pr estigious
Architectur e Prize.

1945Nouvd shaved an inerest in ar from an edy ag,and his
pragnaic paents excouragd him o pursue achitectre,which
they viewed as a me seure hut sill aristic living. By ag 25,
Nouvd was el on his wa to a dishguishel caeer. h 1981 he
was dected to design the hsitut du MondeArake (ArabWorld
Insitute) in Raris,whose ompletion six yeas lagr with its dever
use dnatural light eaned Novd intemational adaim.

The Ritzker Prize hanors Nouvd's entire ody o work —
more than 200 pjects — br the "persisence,imagnation, exu-
berane,and,atowve &, insatable urg br creatve experimenta-
tion" demonstrated by the achited. Among his most famous
projeds is le Musée d Quai Banly, huilt to shavcase the &
and cvilizations d Africa,Asia,Oceania and thAmericas in the
heat of Paris.Nouve has alsoantributed his unigie vision to
the US.his Guthrie Theatr in Minneaplis katues a caitever
bridge oreflooking the Mssissipi River and a silo-insped shaje
to reflect the ledon's agicultural heitage.

FRENCH RuGBY TEAM TO FACE
OFFAGAINST U.S. MEN'S
NATIONAL TEAM

France’s ASM Clermont Auvergne
Rugby club will scrimmage the
U.S. national team in August.

Rugby fans can start gearing up
for a French-American rugby
match in the late summer On
August 9, Michelin and the
Charleston Battery will co-host
ASM Clermont Auvergne, a rugby
club founded by Michelin in 1911,
in a match against the U.S. Men's
National ®eam. ESPN Classic will
broadcast the match live fom the
Blackbaud Stadium in Charleston,
South Caolina. Greenville, S.C., is
home to Michelin North America's
headquarters, and the state boasts
7,000 Michelin employees and near
ly 3,000 Michelin rtirees. For moe
information on the match, please

visit:  www.asm-rugbycom and
WWw .usarugbyorg.

SPRING FiLM FEVER CONTINUES

IN THE U.S.

Fom April 17 to May 3, the Twin
Cities joined the ranks of cities hosting
springtime film festivals by pesenting
the 26th annual Minneapolis-St. Paul
Intemational Film Festival. The
Minnesota event is the egion's
biggest fim event of the yeay boast
ing over 150 films, including eight
from France and a handful of Fench
co-productions. The number of films
shown this year has multiplied thanks
to the festival's expansion fom its tra-
ditional one sceen to five. This year's
Fench selection eunited the talents
of famous Fench directors and actors
such as Catherine Hiillat, Claude
Lelouch, Cécile de France, Jean
Dujadin, Fanny Adant, and
Dominique Pinon. Matthieu Demy
(son of directors Jacques Demy and
Agnes \arda) and Julie Depatieu
(daughter of Gérad Depadieu)
starred in " Qui m'aime me suivé ("If
You Love Me, Follow Me"). o
weeks earlier and one thousand miles
east, the City of Botherly Love wel
comed cinéphiles and francophiles
from April 3-15 for the 17th annual
Philadelphia Film Festival. The 260
films sceened ran the gamut of cine
ma, including five Fench films. One
Fench film, Philippe Faucon's
"Dans la vié ("Two Ladies"), was
selected as one of seven "Festival
Favorites." For moe information,
please visit: www.mspfilmfest.org
and www phillyfests.com
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In Depth

Limelight $ines on the &ith of Fance for the 2008 &nes Fm Festial

Lights,Camea, Acfon! Stadust has nce agin sheveral the Coe d'Azur as the
film univeise ésends un the Fench Rviera b ommemorate the 61stdsival
de Gannespne d the vorld's largst and mostigmarous cinenaiic events.From
May 14-25the esival will shavcase a ketion of the year's lest fimsjnduding
seveidl intematonal remieresFilm industry VIPs,ecstaic fansand melia fom
around the ¢pbe vill partake in the gant to debrate the maig of movies.

As filmmalers and debrities @joy sceenings andiréesa rumber of
avards kecogiize bp achievaments. ThePalme d'orCannes's higest haor, will
be kesbwed upon the vinner of the "In Compeitition" caegory, casising o an
edectic goup d 19 films.The 20084ry is lel by American ator, director,and
sceenwiter, &an enn. To assist in thediberaton processPen is janed by a
vibrant goup d cinema \eteans intuding kradi-American a@tress Idtalie
Portman, Mexican diecta” Alfonso @iaon, and talian ator, director and
sceenwiter Srgio Caselitto,amang othes.

This year'sésival atractel a viopping 4,025 filmsbmissians br consider-
ation. Amidst a sl& o intematonal ®mpettors,American cinena will be vell
represated this yearwith Charie Kaufman's "ghecdodie,New York," and dint
Eastwod's nysery thriller "Changding,” staring Angdlina dlie, al battling it
out in the "h-Compefition" division. Seven Spidberg's hidnly avaited "Indiana
Janes and the iligdom of the Qystal ull" will debut in "Out of Competition™
along with Woody Allen's @medy, "Vicky Qristina Barcdona." Represating the
French ae Lauent Canit ("Entre les
murs’), Philippe Gard ("La Foniere
de l'aule”), and Arnaud Desplehin
with his family drama,"Un Cone de
Noé|" featuing Fench star Gthaine
Deneuve. Additionaly, with ther
drama Le $ene de bma," the Bigian
Dardenne bothe's intoduce anothe
French-languag film © the ompeti-
tion. In the wnning for the pized
Palme d'orthese enerated Fench and
American film \eteans vill face sone
tough mmpettion from intematonal
Cannes feorites lile Eyypian-born
CanalianAtom Egoyan ("Adoration”),
Brazil'sWalter Sales (Linha de Bss'), Turkey's Nuri Bilge Geylan ("Three
Monkeys"), and Geman diecta Wim Wenders ("The RImeo Shoting").
Newcaners Billante Mendoza (the fist Filipino dilecta to ompete in 24 gas),
Isradi Ari Folman,and Hingarian Kornd Mundruc will al hae thér eyes se
on the @lden prize.

The Ation of the &stial From the Gmfot of Home
Fa those o cannot makit D this yar's Esival hut would stll like © experi-
ence the amour and etion from the ed capd, TVEMONDE USAthe US.'s
only 24/7 Fench languag hanné offers fiont row seatotthe 61st @nes Fim
Fesival from the omfort of your oan hame thiough its sees ¢ "live oveag"
of the eent, "The 25th inage." The sees vill air Monday-Fiday at 8:30
p.m./EDT and @nday at 1:30 jn./EDT (dek local lisings br availakhility).

"The 25thinage" will featue Ive ineniews diedly from Cannes vith samne
of the hotest eebrities in bwn, alang with the laest film nevs,as vel as ésival
fashias and deb gossip diedly from the Rlais @s Esivals and La@isdte. In
addition, the extertainment program will shavcase films that e peviously
sceaed in \arious catgoies diring pastésivalsinduding 'Le Huitiéme dr”
(airing May 22 at 8:30.m/EDT — this damaic mmedy eaned BestActor
avads br Danid Auteuil and Rascal Dquenne at the 19964Dines Film &stval),
and 'Les Chagis d'amar” (airing May 25 at 8:30.m/EDT — this nusical
campetel in the "h Gompettion” caggoy at the 2007 &nes Fim &sival and
eaned aCésaawad for Best MusicWritten for a Film).

Fa more inbbrmation on programming please isit: wwwivb.ag/usa
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Aerial view of the festival zone in Cannes.

History of the festial

The Gannes Film &sival has ame b ke synaymous vith gamour and pestge. The host
city's pleasantimate, agpreciaion for cross-cultiral at, and inemational reputation as a
privileged verue br filmmakers ae aly a & d its disinguishing baracterstics.

The Esival's pots sém from a much mare ickalisic foundafon than gqle dten
realiz. The famevork for the Gannes Film
Fesival kegan in 1938 as agiest b propaganda
films sveeing the most ppular sivals ¢ the
time.French, British andAmerican pry mambers
withdrew from Mosta diVeneziathe kalian film
fesival that gue its hidpest aard to a Nazi pop-
aganda fim ly dseh Gaeebbés. Lakr that year
critics and filmmagrs estalshed the Ginnes
Film Fesival with the gal d creaing a ésival
free d political bas and exsaship These leders
included Robett Favie Le Bet, who latr became
the fsival's logest-seving presidnt, and Louis
Lumiére,who is dten credited as leing the fathe
of cinema almg with his brothe, Auguse.

The fist CGannes debration began m
Septenber 1,1939but the oubreak dWorld War Il brought fesivities b a haltThe e/ent
took a hiatis untl 1946 vhen it featuied films fiom Walt Disney andAlfred Hitchoodk. At
that ime, cinema and arappreciaion were @ining imprtane in Fane. The £sival
receive the sipport of the nev National Ganter for Cinematography the bllowing year

By the 1950%7annes hd flourishel to achieve the enown that it enjoys bday. The
fesival was meed from September to May,a thange that seit apat from othe compe-
titions taking plee in the fdl As a esilt, the £sival camed mak the ki off to simmer
and the ourist seasoalmg the Cé d'Azur. Accoding D a spkespersa, the £sival at
that time kecame "the pvileged verue vhere geat diectos peset ther latest puses.”
The list 6 attendees @&pandxd, and the ésival gainead recogpition as aerue br intema
tional exploration in film. Louis Male d Frane and Fedeico Felini of Italy were iegular
attendeesas vel aswalt Disney.

The sope d Cannes hasntinued to svel and has igwn to excompass sen maja
seetions: "In Compeition,” "Ou of Compeittion,” 'Un Gettain regud,” "Cinébndaion,”
"Critics'Week," "Drectos' Fortnight" and Marché di film." The first two caegores indica
whether or not a film will be digible r the bp hanor, the Palme d'or"Un Cettain regud,”
the largst catgoy d the esival,was aeatd in 1978¢ promote world cinemaiography and
to incorporate segefal sick @ents.While it does not e ary avads,"Cinébndaton,” which
presets shet films,does @e ou three pizes!'Critics' veek," estalishal in 1962js un by
the Lhion o French Film Qitics,and "Orecta’s Fortnight" is gen to featue-length and
shat films. Films,as vel as éragn rights,are ught and sold at theMarché di film," o
Film Market. Fram its aigins in protesing political bas and@saship Le Fesival ce Ginnes
has lecane me d the largst melia e/ents in the world and is atinded by 4,000 jounalists
and oe 1,600 mdia menbers iepreseting mae than 75auntries.



Business and Technology

Using the Bwer of Tidal Qurrents to &nerate Ecticity

A prototype d an hydrdi-
enne a idal powe device
that wassbmeged March
31 df the mast & Brittany
(northwesem  Fane®),
may ke the fiure d a nev
form of renevabe energy
for the ountry. A first in
Frane, the mahine uses
powe from tidal curents
to gnerate dectricity. The
hydrdiennewas bafized at
Bénaleé on March 28 ly
Jacgdine Tabaly, the
widow o a wel-known
sailg, Eric Tabaty (se aticle an“Cité de la/oil€ on p.7). The
machine receive the name &wela DO3,inspired by a sea@am,
the sabla, that uses cuents © cath its bod. Implantd at a
deph of 62 £d, the pototype — atyist 18 éd tall and 10é¢ in
diameer — is ae-third the pojected siz d futurehhydrdiennes
Following this est fnasegonstruction of a ful-sizz mahine will
begn in 2009 ér instalation in 2010.

SABELIA Consatium indudes éur local @mpanies
(Sofresid Enmeering, Hydro-hdix Enegies, In Vivo

The Sabella D03, a mechanism that har nesses tidal energy ,
was submerged of f the coast of Brittany on Mar

Environment, and Dourmap).
The poject's devdopers ae
taking geat cae D minimize
the impat on the e@viron-
ment. During the est fase,
cameas Wil monitor fish
behavior and aousic tests
will be onducted by the
oceangraphic insftution
Ifremer to ensure that the
hydrdlienne does not nga-
tively impect sea lié.

Presidnt of Brittany's con-
sd régonal kan-Yes le Diian,
characteized Sakela as a crcial
sip for Brittany, which he hges vil talke ful advantag d
mavrine enegy production. He is alsoreouragng the ceaton of
a natonal enter for reseash and esing in Best.Seking b Haz
a path ér marine enegy production in Frane, he hges this
project will provide 10 prcat of Brittany's dectricity by 2010.
On a naibnal scalghe edinology has the gtential to saisfy two
percat of Fran@'s eegy neds.

For more information, please igit: wwwregion-

bretagne.fr. or wwwhydrohdix.fr.

ch 31.

U.S. Epets Bing OldestVoice Recoding to Life fom Fance

Stiking a @ord in the hisbry d recordel sound,an 1860 cice
recoding d a Fench folk sang wasecetly disoverel and tanslat
a into sound g American &perts. The dip is teieved o predate by
17 yeas, Thomas Edisds "Mary Had a Litle Lami formaly ced-
ited as the olekst ecordel \oice.

Last maith, First Sundsa goup d audio hisbrians recoding
engneers,and sound ahivists vio work to preseve mankind's ear
liest sound ecodings,announed that the ae-line ecerpt of the
sang is Hlieved to be oth the ediest ecogizalle recod o the
human wice and the eliest ecogizalle recod o music.

The 10-seond dip of "Au dair de la luriewas poduced by
the Ruisian inventor Ecbuad-Lén Sott de Martinville, who
creatd visual recodings d sound waes vith a fhonauograph.

Using a nede that meel in respnse © sound,the cevice
recordel a pattm of sound wses oto pager previously Hack-
ened by the smok d an al lamp.

On March 1 the Fench Acadeny d Scimces set digital scansfo
Sott's pagrs b reseaiha David Giovannani, who, in collakboraiion
with othe audio hisbrians,took an the task btransbrming the
paE tracings inb sound.Scietists at the harence Rerkdey
Natonal Laloraiory (LBNL) in Gilifornia use a "wrtual sylus" b
real the ety high-res digal scans thehal made d the soty pager.

The esllting soundsaid o be "like a gost singng o you,"
was plged at the annal onferexce d the Assmiaion for
Recordd Sund Mllections at Stawird University and was also
postd on theWeb.

French Doctors CGeate Rbotic Anesthesiologist

French doctors at the &ch Hospital in Sresnesa wesem suburb of Paris,
recantly invented a nev system to cntrol the alministration of anesthesizot
surgery patents.The firstrobd anesthésisior anesthesiolgist robot, is atle ©
administer precise @sa@ and 6 manag a paent's levd of consciousness.
The mahine maitors the Iainwaves é individuals diring surgery
through an dectrode placed on the breheal. Trading the paient's \tal sta
tistics b ensure saéty,the obot induces slep,maintains the pagnt's appro-
priate levd of consciousnesand sibseuently wales him o her up. The BSI,
or bispectral index, detemines onsciousnessve, with 0 @rrespnding ©
an absece d cerebal ativity, and 100 epresating full consciousness.
Individuals undrgoing surgery should sstain a led of cerebal ativity

An anesthesiologist at the Foch Hospital
uses the robot anesthésiste to monitor
a patient's level of consciousness.

beween 40 and 60.
The poject was initated afer several instanes @ insufficient anesthesia
doses in Fan® and the dited Staés vhen paients were albe © recal what

happened during ther surgeries.Exessie dses banesthesia aralso knan to limit life expedancy in ertain cases.
The anesthesiogist robot is curently enployed in two ou of twelve erating rooms in the Bch Hospital,and a otal
of 50 ekamines &ross Fane and Hrope ae also pdicipating in this lomedical eseath.

AIR FRANCE DEBUTS
CELL PHONE SERVICE

Air France will of fer cell phone
service on select r outes.

As airline companies begin expanding
in-flight communication to facilitate
travel, Air France has hopped abodr
the trend with a test launch of its new
Mobile OnAir voice system. On select
routes, passengers with cell phones
employing the Euopean-developed
GSM mobile standadl can connect
mid-air with those down below. Once
the plane reaches an altitude of 9,800
feet, up to six simultaneous calls can
take place. Accoding to OnAir CEO
Benoit Debains, Air France is the first
global company to ofer full mobile
phone service on its flights. The addi
tion of voice service follows in the ta#
wind of a successful test period that
allowed passengers to send and
receive unlimited e-mails and text
messages while in-flight. Like the first
test run, the voice trial period is slated
to last three months and will allow
the company to gauge public inter
est in the program by analyzing pas
senger feedback. If neighbors' con
versations ae judged to be distract
ing, some passengers may instead
prefer access to mobile messaging,
in which case Air France wouldevert
to a data-only service.

TRIGGERING LIGHTNING WITH
WORLD’'S MOST POWERFUL LASER
On April 14, a Fench-German-Swiss
reseach team assembled by the
Téramobile Roject published the
results of a field test on the Optics
Expess Jounals Web site. In their
experiment, performed at the
Langmuir Laboratory at New Mexico
Tech, the team used a laser to eate
microdischarges in a storm cloud, a
revolutionary finding that may allow
scientists to trigger lightning in the
future. The eseach station, located at
an altitude of 10,783 feet in the Rocky
Mountains, is often used to study light
ning due to the frequency of storms in
the area. For the experiment, the
group used the most powerful laser in
the world, the Téramobile laseBy ion
izing the air the laser is able to set df
small blue charges called "cana dis
charges." In oder to move beyond
these initial discharges and trigger
lightning, however, reseachers will
need a stonger laser Scientists &
now working to develop a laser ten
times more powerful, which should be
completed within the next two years.
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As life expectancy skyckets ever
higher, France now boasts over
20,000 citizens over the age of 100.
The large concentration of centenar
ians results fom overall acceleration
in life expectancy rates over the past
five years. Fench women can expect
to live about seven months longer
than projected in 2003, to a ripe age
of 84.5 years, while Fench men have
a life expectancy of 77.6 years,
accowding to the Institut national d'é-
tudes démographiques (National
Institute of Demographic Studies —
INED). An INED studyveals that the
rise in life expectancy may beetated
to lifestyle changes undertaken in
response to the 2003 summer heat
wave, with families taking extra
measues to ensue that their elderly
relatives ae safe, well monitoed,
and well hydrated. INED mojects that
France will have over 60,000 cente
narians by 2050. For mae informa-
tion, please visitwww.ined.fr.

ENCOURAGING HEART HTNESS

On April 26-27, the Fench Cadiology
Federation (FCF) organized the 33r
annual Parcours du Coeura nation-
wide festival to promote long-term
regular physical activity for catiovas
cular health and to raise funds for the
FCF's eseach. The Parcours takes
place in cities aarss France and gives
people the opportunity to "move for
your heart" through activities rang
ing from sports and bike rides to
martial arts. In 2007, moe than 880
cities and 90,000 people participated
in the Parcoursby spending a day
roller-blading, biking, playing soccer
or just walking. This year170 new
cities participated by organizing
Parcours programs for their resk
dents. Many cities organized a
Parcours'village," a centralized area
where residents could partake in
sports games and other activities. In
Paris, a village was set up aund the
Hotel de Mille (town hall), inviting
passersby to engage inai-Chi and
obstacle courses. The city ofyon
offered general health information
and nutrition counseling in addition
to athletic activities at its Parcours
village in Gerland Park. April 27,
2008, also marks the 40th anniver
sary of the first heart transplant in
Euiope, performed by Dr Christian
Cabml at the Pitié-Salpétriee hos
pital in Paris. This medical advanee
ment opened the door for addition-
al organ transplants, including the
cardiopulmonary transplant in
1982 and the first artificial heart
implantation in France in 1986,
both performed by Dr. Cabrol. For
more information, please visit:
www .fedecadio.com.
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Society

Promoting Rarent-Fiendly Ractices in th&V/orkplace

On April 11, Xaver Bertrand,

Minister of Lator, Lator Rdations,

and Slidarty, and Nadine

Moranq Minister of Stae, respn-

side fr the Family, along wth

members d the usiness @nmu-

nity, signed the Chate de la
parentalité @ entrepiss a meno-

randum of understanding ¢ pro-

mote paent-friendly pracices in
the workplace.

The ageement encourages
companies ¢ estabsh manag-
rial policies and meases that
resped working paents respn-
sibilities, such as pohibiting
business metings afer 6 pm.,
and pomoting both paemity
and maemity leae. These

allow working par

The new agr eement cr eates measures to

family r esponsibilities.

policies aim ¢ creat a letter
"équilibe de ' (a balaned
life) for employees particulady
women, due b 2007 stastics
by SOS Fma that shaed a
possille orrelation between 8
perceait of premature hrths
and work-related stess.

The ageament, initiated by
SOS Rma and L'Oréalwas
signed by 30 ompanies,
including RFane Téléom's
Orange, The Byson Conaulting
Group, PSA leugeot Gitroén,
Groupe  Carrefour, and
Stabucks ffee.

For more information on
the ageement, please isit:

www.chartedelapaientalite.om.

ents to meet their

FranceTélécom @fers Multi-Platform Entetainment ®1vice

Orange,a sibsidiay
of Frane Téléom,
is peparing to
release a e "ané
ma sées$ sevice D
malke \deo enter-
tainment availade

on TV,PC,and el-

Orange’s new platform brings the lular phones. The
big screen to “thr ee screens.” new tedinology
will allow cus

tomers © view programs letween al three plaforms,
while also rdeavoring to disourage indviduals fom ille-
gally downloading programming

The sevice will be aailale to al Orange maile, tele-

vision, and ihtemet cusbmers.Subscibers wll have acess
to six glevision and film stabns, as vel as m-demand
movies and shws. Paid programming wil include nev
releases &ém Wamer Brothes, old and curent HBO
saies, and Fench films from production companies
Gaumant and Fidélité FilmsThe sevice also basts ada
ture that dbws custmers © rewind a pogram if they
tune in lae a miss the bgnning of a program.

Frane is curently the leder in Europe for on-
demand \Jdeo sevices va broadband,and the "thee-
scea" dnéma séesaims b expand o this edinology
to deliver entertainment in an innovative and onvenient
way. The sevice will initially be releasd in Fane, but
Orange anicipates etending the pogram © othe
European ountries laér this year




Louise Bourgeois aakss Cente Rompidou

Louise Bourgeois poses in 1990 with her
marble sculptur e, "Eye to Eye" (1970).

Cultural Highlights

Followers d the Fench-American at sene hae a n&v
reaso to trave to Paris this sping. From March 5 ©
Jine 2,the Centre Gerges Pmpidou, in conjunction
with the Llondon Tate Modem, is hosing an &tensive
retrospectie o the work of Louise Burgeas, a
renowned French-American atist known for pushing the
envdope d artistic languag. Featuiing 200 sculfures,
paintings,drawings,and exgravings produced by the 96-
yearold Bourgeds between 1940 and 2007he ehibit
focuses b ha work over the pastén yeas and the ida

of artistic reinvention.

Descibed by citics as irgnse and urlassifiale,
Bourgeas is test knaovn for he sculgures @ spiders,the
largest é which, "Mamanr' ("Mothe"), stands 30¢f tall,
and he "Cells" seies,cags onstructed out of sted, wood,
and dassIn 2002 Burgeds was nanta Laueate d the
Wolf Prize inArts for Painting and Sculfure.

Bourgeds was brn in Paris in 1911 where she lied
and stidied art until 1938,when she meed to New York

City, her current home, with her husband,American at
historian Fobett Goldwater.

“Watchi Out for Marie Antoinettés LegendgrTimepiece

A timeless teasire,the Begud n°® 160
watch, known as the "Mrie-
Antoinette," has @daimed its fame as
a lggendary timepiece fom the qu-
lent days d French royalty. Its extreme
complexity has haured the minds 6
watch mllectors and aficinados br
almost tvwo centuries. After it was
stolen from the L.A.Maye Musaim
for IslamicArt in krusalen, the wath
reapeaed twenty-five yeas laer in
"perfet working @ndition" at the ad
of 2007.Almost 200 gars latr, the
renowned wath has vitnessd its se-
ond incanation with the ceaton of
the Begue n° 1160.

In 1783,to the dlight of the
queen, and he penchant for luxe an
admirer commissicned horologist
Abraham-louis Bégue to creae or her
plicated and most sphisticated" wath po
mostly of gold and pdk crystal,the wath

Burgersa la francaise

The Prince de Galles hotel’ s Bar
Regency dishes up an eclectic
assortment of burgers a la francaise.

The Breguet n° 1160 — the r eplica of

the Marie-Antoinette watch — was
unveiled in 2008.

the "most om-
ssilbe.Fatricated

's onstruction is  26-April 2).

extremely mplex: it comes
equipped with a caledar, ther-
mometer, and a biming mecha
nism. The poduction was not
completed until 1827; 34 yars
after Marie Antoinette's eékath and
44 yars afer the poject had
begun.

In 2005, Nicolas G.Hayek,
chairman d Swatch Group,
embarked on the dallenge d
producing an ientical \ersion of
the cueen's piee. It was not uni
this sping that he ompleted the
task afér conducting extensive
reseath in the achives bund at
the Begud Musaim and othe
high insttutions d culture like
the Musée dsArts & Métiers in

Paris. Hayek urveled his eplica d the gld pocke watch
at the Baséworld Watch Fair in Basé, Switzedand (March

Pan-fried foie gas chanterele mushiooms tender filet of beef— a bur-star meald
be sire,but a hamhirger? The def at the pesigious Pince de Gaks hod in Paris
thinks soLoca#d in the cit/'schic 8th arrondisament, the hotd's Bar Regeicy has
begun seving revamped \ersins d the taditional hamtoirger, with a decidedly
French twist. Chef Benoit Rambaud's brger menu indudes dlights sich as the
"Caprice b Stal' a thee-fiered execution with the previously mentioned foie gas
mushiooms,and filg; the "Asolitely Fatulous," o a basefdacan, romaine &
tuce,and \ine bmaiesand the "bve Me Ender;" e Rambaud's hmage b Elis
Preslg, who was a guest in theriee ce Gdes in 1958 he Rince ce Gdkes is hai-
ly alone in its loe br the hurgg— the American dassic has gt Paris. The P0G
restauant in the 8trairondisement daims o have the lest lurger in the city and is
a faorite amag US epats @r its faithfulnessat theAmerican syle.

The City of Sailing is an interac -
tive museum pr oviding visitors
with a taste of life at sea.

The Atlantic coast of France,
which has long been a hub for
sailing and other nautical enter
prise, is being commemorated
with the opening an interactive
museum — La Cité de la Wile
Eric Bbarly (City of Sailing) — in
Lorient, the northem coastal
region of Brittany.

The museum, designed by
French architect Jacques Ferrier
in the shape of a wave, held its
grand opening on April 5. The
museum is named in honor of
Eric Bbarly a former Fench

naval officer, noted sailor and

yacht architect who was lost at

sea in 1998. Its permanent exhi

bition focuses on three main

themes: man and the ocean,
sailboats and yachts (particularly
construction and innovation),

and sailing and navigation.

Striving to make interactivity an
integral component of La Cité de
la \oile, the museum featues

high-tech simulators of boats to

allow visitors to virtually experience
sailing as vividly as possible, pvid-

ing them with a hands-on experi

ence of life at sea. Upon entering
the museum, guests ae suround-

ed by enormous video s@ens and

magnified speakers that simulate
being in the middle of the ocean.

The various installations expler

the history of sailing in France, as
well as fom a scientific and ece

logical perspective.

The Cité de la \ile is one ele
ment of a general rvitalization
of the Lorient area, which is also
welcoming new marinas and
ship construction companies,
designed to reinforce the cultur-
al importance of Fench sailing
to the region. For moe infor-
mation on the museum, please
visit: www .citevoile-tabarlycom.
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Congratulations
Graduating 8niors!!!

"News From France" would like to Nap()leon Iétums to LOU|S|ana

congratulate its graduating seniors
and wish them the best of luck in
their future endeavors. Their
time, dedication and valuable help
is much appeciated. We would
like to thank, in particular,
Alexandra Rice, whose yedong
commitment and quality of work
has been invaluable. Similarly
Elizabeth Lee, Susannah
Farabaugh, Juliana MacPherson
and Maria Caolina Nelson have
each biought unparalleled contri
butions to this publication.
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The louisiana Stat Museim's Ad U.S.
Mint is dfering new insidht into the lie d
Napoleon Bonapate through the exhibition
“Treasires & Napoléa” from April 6 to
August 3.The ehibition indudes atifacts
from Napoleon's life sich as the edest
known letter in his handvriting, the \alise
that brought him the siged Louisiana
Purchase dcuments fom America,and the
sword that podaimed him Emgerar in the
Coronation Ceramony at Notre Dame.n
addition to siver, porcéain, textiles, furni-
ture and jevdry made ty sane d the finest
marufacturers d First Empie Fane, the
exhibition will also &atue painings,
skethes and scutpres ly sane d the
greaest atists d the ime induding Gos,

"Bonaparte Cr ossing the Alps
by the Gr eat Saint Ber nard
Pass," Jean-Baptiste Mauzaisse
with Jacques-Louis David, 1807.

France in America

David, Canova, Geard, Isakey, Houdon,
Pecier, Fontaine, Delaroche, Chaudkt,
Vemet, Mauzaissend mae.

Pigre-&an Galencan, renowned mllec-
tor on the Fist Empie,is the evne of this
oollection, which is buring North America
for the first ime.A number of items o dis
play ae making thie debu public agpear
ane.

Napoleon Bonapate is a histrical figue
of particular importane in Louisianawhose
stak lavs were malded afer the Napoleonic
Cock. The"cale il louisianaisis &ebrat
ing this year its 200th anngisayy.

Far more information on the ehibition,
please igit http://lsm.ctt.stae.la.usand
http:/mwwnagpleonexhibit.com.

French-Algaan Choeographer igsents Ew Ballet

On dine 7 and 8French-Algerian
choreogaphe Heddy Maalen will
sta@ the Mrth American pemiere
of his impassioed balet, "Le Sae
du printemps ("The Rte d Sping")
at the Spleto Fesival in Charesbn,
South Carolina. The atist will join
ova 140 mrfomes at the 17-da
evat, which featues @era, music,
theatr and dane perfomancs,
befoe performing in othe US cites.
Heddy Maalen, one d the hidh-
lighted performers,will be @canpa

nied by a eam & 14 skiled African daners."Le Sae di frint-
emps, a eproduction of Igor Stavinsky's 1913 bkt, was
inspired by Maalen's ime in the ciy of Lagos,Nigeria and lbings
togeher 14 uterly disinctive daners flom Mali, Benin, Nigeria,
Seapl, Togp and Mbzambique. It completes a rilogy that
includes "Back Sping" and L'Ordre de ladtaile".

La @mpagie Heddy Maalen will also rform "Le Sae di

© Patrick Fabe
"The Rite of Spring," by Compagnie Heddy

Maalem, will tour the U.S.

printemp$ from dine 10-15 at
the dye Theatr as par of the
"French Dan@ Sping Bvent” in
New York (wwwjoyce.aq), and
later, beween dine 25 and 2%t
the &cd's Pilow Dane Festval
(wwwijacobspilow.org). The
group will continue its bur of
the US.,making sbps in othe

cities, including Nashville,
Chicag, Ann Arbor, and Chapel
Hill, Providence, RI, and
Burlington, VT.

Maalen was lorn in Batnha, Algeria, and was arainel
boxe before he disoveral dane.His piees ae simple and
intense,focusing @ themes sch as lence and i@ntity.
Maalen is curently working on a piee or 12 daners
titled, "Un Champ deofces”

Fa more information, please isgit: www.spletousa.og or
wwwheddymaalen.com.
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