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President Ncolas 8rkozy Makes fst Official Visit to the Uhited Sates

Presiént of the Fench Republic Nicolas &rkozy
traveed to Washingon, D.C.,on November 6 and 7
for his first dficial presidntial visit to the Uhited
Staes sine taking ffice in May. The \isit under-
sored the enturies-old fiendship etweaen Frane
and the US.an aliance which is base on the shaed
canmon values @ freedon and @émaocracy; in the
context of a renewed transatlant relationship
Presidnt Sarkozy was ecanpanied by seeral hidh-
levd French dfficials,including: Minister of Fordgn
and EiropeanAffairs Bemard Kouchner; Minister
for the Eonomy, Finane, and Emplyment
Christine Lagude; Garde des 8aux(Keepe of the
Seals)Minister of usice Rachida Dat; and Mnister
of Stae for Foreign Affairs and Himan Rghts Rama
Yack.

During his stg in the naibn's capital,the
French presicent met with the Fench-American Bisiness Guncil, French
expatiates,the Appeal ¢ Consciece (alition, represatatives @ the &wish-
American @ommunity, as vel as vith Washingbn mayor Adrian Fenty and
Presicent Bush. In addition, Presicent Sarkozy was the guest donor at a
White House dinne He alsodok the gportunity to honor American WWII
veteans (se pag "Sggcial Editon" setion).

In 1824 the Mruis b Lafgete ecame the fist oreigner to speak b the
joint chamkbers d Congresslin the same sptrof the Fench-American fiendship
that Lafyete enbodies,Presicnt Sarkozy aldressd Congress o November 7,
making him the igth Fench presidnt or dignitary to do so

Presicent Sarkozy oulined the lmg-standing hisiry of Franm-American
friendship noting that,"In times d difficulty, in times ¢ hardship America
and Fane hae alvays sbod sick by sice, supported one anothe helped one
anothe, fought for each othe's freedan. [...] They remain true,first and ére-
most,to the same iehlsthe same pnciplesthe same alues that hee alvays
united them."

Emphasizing Fane's ¢emal gatefulness ér American aid diring both
World Wars, Presicnt Sarkozy stagd, "I want © express the eepsinere gati-
tude d the Fench pele.l want © tel you that vhenever an American soldie
falls sanewhere in the world, | think of what theAmerican amy did for France.
| think of them, and | am sd, as me is sd to lose a maber of one's famy."

The heoic sa&rifices made by American soldies were not the aly appreciaion
for Americans that Residnt Sarkozy expressd; he also dterated his hidn regard
for American culural ions sich as Blis Reslg, Emest Hmingwey, Rta
Hayworth, Marilyn Monroe,and Duke Elington, amang othes. Refering to the
ideal d freedan shaed by al Americans as @l as the cizens d the US.'s Ipsest
alies,Sarkozy onveyel Fane's esged and amiraton for Martin Luther King Jr
and his stuggle © uphold freedon as me d America's moste@itral \alues.

Presicnt Sarkozy statd that those Wwo love America were asking itd rea
main "foreve true to he founding \alues." Addressing the fig aginst error-
ism, Sarkozy recaled that e majo French nenspagr's healline on Sptember
11,"We ae al American," ecapsilated the solidaty that the Fench fed with
the US. "On that dg, when you were moumning for so mary deal, never had
America apeard to us as sorgat,so dignified, so stong," Sarkozy saidadding
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President Nicolas Sarkozy addr essed Congress
on November 7.

that "the atire world fdt admiration for the @urage
of the American pele. And from day one, Frane
decided to paticipate shouldr to shouldr with you
in the war inAfghanistan.Let me €l you solennly
today: Frane will remain engaged in Afghanistan as
long as it taks."

Shifing his bcus b the Mddle EastPresidnt
Sarkozy assted that Fane and the U5.must hép
the peple d the Middle East find the pathf peace
and seurity. He enphasizd the imprtane d bring-
ing peae and seurity to Israd and the est & the
regon through the ceaton of a Rilesinian staé.Mr.
Sarkozy also céd success in Liga and pogress
undemway in North Korea as»amples that emon-
strate that poliferation is not in&itable. On the sib-
ject of Iran,the pesidnt statd, "The posped of an
Iran amed with nudear veapns is unacepiable. The
Iranian pole ae a geat eople. It deseves lgtter than the inceasd santions
and gowing isolaton to which its leders ondemn it. Iran nmust ke ©nvinced
to choose oopeiation, dialogue and penness."”

Beyad seurity, Sarkozy cadled on the US.to take a leding role in the fidpt
agpinst dgobal waming: "this fight is essatial for the future d humanity,and ve
will not be alte o echieve the eallts that ve nust ahieve without America led-
ing this fidit for the saéguading d our
plandg, of humankind, of the human m
species.We ned America in ader to pro- A D
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ted our plane and its evironment.”

Conduding his emarks with the ©nvic-
tion to "trust Eirope," @ukozy iterated the
importane d devéoping a Eropean $curity
and Defense Blicy and hav it would ke nmutu-
ally bendficial to Europe and the Lb.

3 France & America
D.C. French Film Festival

: . 4 Profile
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complemented his adress B meetings Getaways

with Nancy PRlosi, Spealer of the US
House 6 Repeseatatives,and othe mem-
bers d Congress,including those in the
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French Caucus. with Delta
Later that dy, Plesidnt Sarkozy méwith 6 Society
Presidnt Bush br the seond time during French Students Get
the \vsit for a working lunch and jant press Connected
conference at Mount Vemon in Northern
7 Culture

Virginia, during which the two discussthe
situaton in the Mddle East and Daurr, as
wel as ommercial and eonomic issies.
Mount Vemon is paticulaly synbolic in
that it was ace hane b Gerge
Washingbn, the Marquis ce Lafgete's tose
friend and patmal figue. For more infor-
mation, pleaseurn to the "Spcial Editon"

setion, or visit: wwwambafane-us.ag.
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Louvre in Denver
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FRANCE GETS READY TO DEPLOY
RArALE COMBAT AICRAFTT FOR
EXERCISESIN THE UNITED STATES

French Rafale air craft pr epare
for take-of f fr om a French air -
craft carrier . The planes will
participate in various exer cises
in the U.S. this summer .

As part of major execises sched
uled for the summer of 2008 in
the United States, France will
deploy its RARLE aicraft in order
to participate in JTFEX (Navy) and
Red Flag (Air Fae) execises,
which will take place espectively
in Norfolk (Mrginia) in July and at
Nellis Air Foce Base (Nevada) in
August. Hundreds of Fench
sailors and pilots ae gearing up to
cross the Atlantic to train along
side their American counterparts
with this new aircraft that boast
immense operational capabilities

The Rafle is a multigle aircraft
capable of carrying out the most
complex airto-air and airto-
ground operations. It can be land-
or carrierbased. In the U.S., the
aircraft is generally considesd by
many as the only non-US agraft
comparable to those ecently intro-
duced in the U.S. Air Foe.

No doubt that during these
major execises the Fench pilots
will corroborate the high esteem
for which Americans hold these
new aircraft and those who
operate them. Moreover, for the
U.S. Navythe Rafale is also the
only foreign military aircraft
interoperable with its aircraft
carriers. Indeed, the Rafale can
be launched and ecoveed from
both French and US aicraft carri
ers. As part of the JTEFEX exer
cise, the U.S. Navy has thefore
invited the Fench Navy Rafale to
deploy for two weeks aboad the
nuclearpowered aircraft carrier
USS Theodore Roosevedt sea in
July 2008. Such a high level of
interoperability is unique and
represents a first for the United
States, as well as for France.
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Current Events

Sunday November 11 maked the 89th anniersary of the

signing o the amistice that eded World War | in 1918.

The 'Grande Gare" (or "GreatWar"), as it is caéd in
Frane, mobilized 8.4 milion Fench soldies and 4 mi
lion Americans.Armistice Dg, which talkes plae m the
same dgp asVetermans Dg, in the US.,commemorates
only the FistWorld War.

This year's eremony was pdaiculady noteworthy
because ban aldress B Presicent Nicolas @rkozy that
was @liveral in front of the Arc de Tiomphe in Rris.
Marking the fist ime a Fench presicent has dparted
from the traditional silexce an Armistice Da, Presidnt
Sarkozy cedared, "On this 11th é November,the Nation
is not mly paing hamage © al those vho died on the
battldfields, to the heoic soldies who gawe ther all to
defend our @untry's sared causewe also emember
that from so nuch blood and eas came a é&am &
peae."

The Arc de Tiomphe, which crowns the ®amps
Elyséesjs the sybolic hame b Fane's Dmb o the
Unknown Soldier. During the eramony, the Fench flag
hung in the enter of the maument and wassrounded
by dght European Union flags. In addition, oversiz
sceas pojected archived footage d World Wer 1.
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President Sarkozy honors
veterans on November 11.

In his seed,
Sarkozy aknowl-
edged the aly
two French
World War | \et-
erans, 109- and
110years-old,
who ae sil living.
Presidnt Sarkozy
was not the aly
one © patici-
pate in the ommemoration of Armistice Day, however;
two middie sti0ol students rea letters written by poilus
(poilus— from the word poil, or hair, is the nikname
given to Fench World War | soldies kecause b their
unshaen faces).

In anticipaton of next year's 90th annersay ere-
mony, which will fall during Fane's pesicency d the
European Uhion, Sarkozy highlighted a bright future for
European naibns, staing, "Today, by remembering the
past,we ae @ebrating the fuure.A future d peae and
unity between nations. A future d understanding and
brotherhood between pegples.And to this fuure we hae
given the name &rope."

French Mnistefial Visits to U.S. f§nal Transatlantic iflendship

This fal marked a sees @& French ministerial visits b the
United Staes, signifying a stong renewal d the Fench-
American fiendship

These isits povided the Fench ministers the @portunity
to mest with officials as el as
leaders d the inemational ®m-
munity.

Minister of Foregn Affairs
Bemard Kouchner visited New
York and Washingbn on
Septenber 19-20 (se NFF 07.11).

Minister of Stae br Enegy,
Emlogy and Sstainalle devédop-
ment Jean-louis Borloo was in
New York with Presidnt Sarkozy
on Septenber 24 br the UN
Special ®ssim on  Cimate
Change.

Seretary of Stae r Foreign
Affairs and Himan Rghts Rama
Yadewas in Nw York andWashingbn on Odobe 1 - 4 or
meetings with the UN. as vel as US fficials and epresata-
tives @ civil saciety arganizatons (se NFF 07.11).

Minister of the Eonomy, Fnane and Emplgment
Christine Lagardewas inWashingon Odobe 19-21 b atend
the G7 Finane minisers meeting and theNorld Bank and
IMF semi-annual assablies.In addition, Lagarde hal se/-
eral hilateral meetings. In particular, she mewith Robert
Zoelick, Presidnt of the World Bank and Bn Bemanke,
Chairman d the Federl Reseve Bank.Lagarde also isited
New York on the 22She spke kefore an audiece d sen-
ior market participants at aanference aganizd by Raris
Europlace,an aganizaton that promotes Rris as a finan
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From left to right ar

e: Justice Stephen G. Breyer,
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Fr ench Minister
Rachida Dati, Chief Justice John G. Roberts, Jr . and
retir ed Justice Sandra Day O'Connor .

cial maket center.

Seretary of Stake or Intemational Gooperation and
Franmphonie &an-Marie Bockelvisited the naion's capi
tal from October 19-22 ér bilateral mestings and patici-
pation in the World Bank
and the IMF metings seni-
annual assmblies.

Bockéwas in Nw York on
Octobea 22 pr the Uhited
Nations Scurity GCouncil's
laundhing d thejoint-init iative
baween Fan@ and @meoon
for the ceaton of the
Intemational Sbool of Seurty
Fores (EIFORES).

Minister of Agriculture
and Rsheies Mchd Bamier
was in Washingbn on
November 1 for meetings with
Cabinet members and a
Capitol Hill regarding agiculture and inemational rade issies.

Minister of Health, Youth and ®orts Rosdyne
Badelot-Narquin visited Washingbn Odober 31-
November 2 for bilateral mestings and paticipation in the
8th anrual Gldal Health $curity Initiative (GHSI)
Ministerial Meetng. The GHSI is an iematonal patner-
ship male up d the G7 ountries and Mxico. This yearthe
conference evewad preparedness inigtives © respnd to
threats © biological, chemical, and rdio-nudear errorism,
pancdemic influenza and othepublic health energencies.

Minister of Justice Rachida Dat joined Rresidnt Sarkozy an
his dficial visit to Washingbn D.C.,during which she mewith
several Sipreme @urt justices



France & America

C’est Chidh the Natioris Gapital

Cinéphilesn theWashingbn, D.C.,area @t ther fill of new Also pesat during the Star €renony on Odobe 27
French cinema during the C'est ChiclNew Films fom wasAmbasseor Pigre Vimont and DC. mayor Adrian
Frane Festval in lag Odober. The 10-dg-long event  Fenty, whose vife,Michdle Fenty, ®-chaired theC'est Chic!
(October 23 b November 2007 @mmittee.
1), co-hosed by the The katued films stared
Embassy foFrane and the wel-known actors and
French-American Qiltural actresses wh as Audrey
Foundaton, included 16 Tautou, Grégori Derangee,
featue-length films and a Cécile @ Fance, Nathalie
number of cairt métrages Baye, and Bemadette Labnt.
(shat films). Seveal films vere Dllowed
The C'est Chic!2007 by a aieston and anser ses
Committee was pesiced sion with the director.
ove by prominent French This yar maked the
directa Claude Lelouch. launch of C'est Chicdunior, a
Lelouch, an Academy program fr DC youth that
Award-winning sceen- included film sceenings at the
writer, has also arked in embassy and thenBthsonian
the film industy as an Insttution (such as "Aterix
actor, cameaman, editor, and theVikings") and pes@e-
and poducer. He directel "Roman de @re' ("Crossé tations by persmalities fom Washingon as vel as fom the
Tracks"), sceeed at the ésitval, as a it to himséf for French cinena industy. Fa more information, please igit:
his 70th lirthday. www.cesthic.ag.

French Film Dir ector Claude Lelouch dir ects his
latest film, “ Roman de Gare,” which he pr esented
at the C'est Chic! Festival in W ashington, D.C.

Fall Is the 8ason forlench Ehibitions in the Mdwest andVest

As the old winter months aproad, several Midwesem andWest @ast ernues ae pesating nev Fench art exhibits
that ae sire b wam the heais d America.The atistic media usé in these allections range as far and ide as theuiny
hills d LosAngeles.

The hdianamwlis Musaim of Art (IMA) is the first musaim in the US.to host'RomanArt from the louvre;" a cebut
exhibit that shavcases 184 arks d art from the louvre in Raris. This fravding exhibition spnsaed by the American
Fedeation of Arts and the buvre will run through J&nuary 8,2008.

The IMA is also hostg a fee ehibition of the works d 20th-entury fashia icon Christian Dior. This displg featues
20 d Dior's muture gowns flom the nuseim's lcanal and ermanent oollections. The shavcase il run through Decenber
2.For more information on both events, please igit the museim'sWeb sie: wwwimamuseim.org.

TheWindy Gty will host the 11th arueal Festval d New Fench Cinema,which according o the Giicag Tribune is

’ , sure © "male your cinana tase kuds tngle,"
from Decenber 7-15.

On the othe side d the Mississipi, the
Minneaplis Insttute d Arts is €atuing "The
Old Regme: Life at the Fench Court," a flee
exhibition featuiing the laish pints of
Versailes diring the 17th and 18thecturies.
This Hack-and-white dimpse inb the lves &
Versailes's ich and famous isvailatle © vis-
itors unil Decenber 9. For more informa
tion, please igit: wwwartsmia.ag.

Finaly, hea father west and isit "Pimneers and Enepreneurs, French Immigrants in the Mking d Los Angeles
1827-1927," an umpcedated photo exhibition at the Pio House in @wntown L.A.running from Decenber 3 to Anuary
13,2008.The ehibition, which is a poduction of FLAX — Fance LosAngeles eXbange, will provide \sitors with the
opportunity to explore Fench immigration and its emarkalde @ntribution to the culural, political and scial devdop-
ment of the city through alout 70 imag@s.

The ehibition highlights \arious persanalities and the antributions they brought to ther respective industries.Paul de
Longpré, for example an atist and the pitome d a cebaair Fenchman,became famousof putting Hollywood on the map
by dhoosing the dginally rural aea as the sitbr his déegant hane in 1898His estat's Ush @rdens (se fhotograph alove)
became a majotourist atraction in Hollywood before the aga lecame the gicenter of the film industry.

This @llery also displgs Fench contributions © economic devdopment through images @& the rumerous sbressuch as
the Amesby Bakery founded by Basqie shepheders,businessesiewspagers and infliential Fench organizatons.For more

information, please igit: www.epueblo.lacity.org.

ench immigrants

T e exh|b|t|on in LA explor es the contrlbutlons that Fr
made to the city . Paul de Longpré's mansion (above), for example, put

Hollywood on the map long befor e the movie industry .

SCHOOLS THROUGHOUT THE
UNITED STATES CELEBRAE
FRENCH WEEK
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Students at W aynesbor o
Area Senior High, PA,
celebrate National Fr ench
Week with a chocolate
mousse-eating contest.

This year marked the seventh
annual National Fench Week
from November 5-11, an event
organized by the American
Association of Bachers of Fench
(AATF) to celebrate the Femch lan
guage and Francophone cultues.
The celebration is designed to
encourage student appeciation
for French culture through various
in-class activities and to engage
audiences beyond the classom
through community events. AAF
provided themes for each day of
the week, including, Fench cukr
sine, science and technologythe
arts, music and sports. National
French Week posters, pencils, bal
loons, pins, bumper stickers and-T
shirts were available to teachers.
Past editions of National Fench
Week activities have included stu
dent reproductions of Fench
artistry, French cabaet performed
in talent shows, and the use of
French menus in the cafeteria. At
At one particular school,
Waynesboo Area High School in
PA, the French Club usually sends
a group of students to the middle
school to serve and pepare crepes
as a kick of for the festive week.
This year however, the high
school students wee treated to
the crepes in the high school cafe
teria. Other activities during the
week in Waynesboo celebrated
French culture, both through
French music and with an ongoing
daily lunchtime trivia contest
which featured Fench
mindbenders that stumped even
the brightest of students. D cele-
brate cuisine daythe French class
es pick a day in the fall and pe-
pare a full-course Fench meal
using authentic ecipes. A choce
late mousse-eating contest was
held on the last day as the grand
finale to a Fench-filled week of
celebration. Each lunch period
held a contest or two packed with
onlookers anxious to see the
chocolate mousse fly
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In Depth

France Oerseas: bt Joots for Coldvacationers

Islands in the &ibbeanoff the @ast d Africa,in the Rific .. while mary traveé enthusiasts migt not realiz it,there is nuch mare
to Frane than'Hexagone(continental Fane).In fact, French overseas ebarttments and erritoriesformely knovn as BDM-TOM,
exist al aound the verld, in places ach as 8uth America,Africa,the Garibbeanthe Rific,and een North America.

Frane'sdémrtements d'aitre-me (DOM) consist ¢ French Guiana, Reunion, Guaddoupe and Martinique. The
DOM, though locakd overseashave the same siad as dpartments in ®ntinental Fance,such as those in dkmandy o
Brittany, and thér resicnts ae onsidered French citizens. Most othe French overseasdrritories ae dassifiel ascolec
tivités d'atre-me (COM) and ae mainy locaed in the Rcific and the @ribbean.

For trave afidonadodooking for an escap during the ugoming holidays,the DOM and COM dfer beadiful tropi-
cal cestnations filled with activities br al ages.These verseas ebartments and ollectivities ae a mosaic facclimates,
landscaps.cultures traditions and liesyles that ontribute a nulticultural, exotic flavor to Fane. For general informa-

tion atout the DOM and COM please igit: www.outre-me.gouv.fr.

Tourism in the DOM

A sean-island achipdagp in the easin Caribbean vhae enerald seas neewhite,
black and pink leahes,Guadeloupe (or "Guada," as its inhalants like © cal it)
offers a dection of activities engng from sailing & harséoadk riding to sunbathing
The main island (La
Basse-dire) is a moun
tain @veral with lush br-
est that sHeers a vide
variety o flora and fauna.
In addition to a ast aray
of natral wonders,
Guaddoupe dfers achee-
ological \esiges @ its first
inhabitants, as vel as
Hindu temples and
Catholic dwrches. For
watr lovers, the island is
home b a verld-famous

Les Saintes, one of Guadeloupe's seven islands,
offers a host of activities, including water sports,
hiking, horseback riding, biking, and mor  e.

undemwagr reseve.

Far those soial hutterflies the island 6La Gande-Terre dfers a ariety o night life
activities,museims,markets and leahesHoweverjf peae and giet is the ky 0 a
godl vecafon, La Désiace's tancuility and simplicig micht be mae apealing With
seluded white keaches potectel by enchanting ®ral reet,the island xudes a sese @
seenity found navhere dse in the @a.

The multiculturalism ecountered on al seven of the islands is ardectic mix d
African,French and Guibbean infuencesand is higlighted by its mary fesivals,such
as the @&ole Bues Esival and the Mrie-Galang Fesival. The sher variety o activi-
ties o the achipdago males it an iresisble desination for al those vishing b escap
the winter cold. Far more information, please igit: wwwiesilesegualdoupe.om.

Martinique boasts a péiculaty rich culiural heitage,which finds epressia in
its lively peqple,diverse handiafts,and ddicious cuisineThe island's diningxperi-
ence inroduces sitors D varied spi@s and unige flavors that vill titillate vsitors' tase
buds.Furthermore,the hythm of its music — puk, biguine,and mazuka,to name a
few — is gre b enchant and atertain with its dhiarming medodies.These sounds can
be head throughout the nyriad of outdoor cafés in the gitd Saint-Piere, often
descibed as "the &is d the Garibbean."

For outdoor-oriented travders, Martinique's paks dfer hiking, sunbathing
and sifptsesing, as vell as aange d water activities,including kite-surfing, div-
ing, jet skiing and kaaking Alsq botanical @rdens povide a vonderful way to
explore the arrounding natire and the histry of Martinique.

Only 1,500 miles &m Miami, Martinique is sitated in the heatr of the
lower Antilles,or the "Beezy klands." Tie island's cultrally diverse talented,
passimate ppulation, with its Caribbean flair and fench touch, and plehora
of festvals,make Martinique a spcial holidy destnation. For more informa-
tion, please wit: www.martinigue.ag.

French Guiana (La Quyane)the aly Eiropean holding in &ith America and
the largst @ the Fench depatments and eérritories (oudhly the sie d South
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Only 1,500 miles away fr om Miami,
Martinique boasts beautiful beaches
and an enchanting mix of cultur  es.

Camlina),has a ppulaion of just 190,000gxple.Neaty al of its inhakitants ae dus
tered aiound its oast,as 90 prcet of the aea is overal in dense topical min orest
that is Vrtualy inaccessite exceqt by plane oboat. Almost halfof its eght million
hectares & French Amaznia ae a potectel ewvironment and povide the erfect
opportunity for adventurers b explore \irgin territory. A joumey into the unspiled
enironment might leal to an @oounter with pegole fiom a mange d ethnic goups —
Ameindians o Bushenengue — vino stll maintain thér ancestal was d life.

Not to be missd is the @mival that tales plae during the two months pe-
cading Lent. To celebrate,parades tak © the steds every Sinday, and the final
week is maked by weddings an Monday, a wild parade an Mardi Gras,and
closing eramonies @ Ash Wednesdg. Fa more information, please igit:
www.tourisme-glyane.om/en.

In the hdian O@ansituated 480 milesfbthe mast d MadagascaiReunion has
a nultifacetel landscap onsising d coral ree§, white sand eahes vith coconut
palms, spedacular @rges,and ‘tirques a natural amgitheaers sirrounded by
mountains A mountain in the sethe island is arpdud of two wlcane@sthe Pibn
des Niges and the Rih de la Burnaisewhich is sill active.Reunion Island is the most
populaied o Fran@'s weiseas gbartments with approximately 775,000 inhatants
sprea ove less than 1,000sae miles dland.

Reunion, like its otheisland ounterparts,has a paicularly diverse ppula-
tion which is cerived from Fench wlonists wo arived in the 1640sand
brought with them slaves fom Africa,all of whom were laer joined by workers
from Suth and Easfsia.The dversity today reflects a fusia of the culures and
pemle,and navhere etter can this ke experienced than in me d the 15 tadi-
tional Greole \llages scatired throughout the island.These WVlages etain the
spirit of the past th traditional Geole cuisineproducts,and estvals.Far more
information, please igit: www.la-reunion-tourisme.om.




Business and Technology

Air France in the I8/ with Delta

On Odobe 17,Air Frane and [@ta Airlines bok ther existing patnership e sep further by siqiing a "jant venture
ageeanent” whereby they shae the financialeailts (profits or losses) bthe sevices thg operate aross theitlantic. Prior
to the ageament, Air Franee and Rta Airlines vere alealy patners and ajoyed an anttrust immunity ganted by the
U.S.Department of Transprtation. Ther partnership alowed them to mordinate sbedules,tariffs and the offer in
terms d seatsd provide the lest pssilbe sevice at a minimal @st. The idea kehind this nev joint venture is b shae the

Air France and Delta Airlines signed a joint ventur e
agreement thanks to the Open Skies accor d.

risks assmated with new sevices.

Under the "Open Kies" acod sigied between the
U.S.and Eirope (se NFEF07.04) ary ailine regstered
in one d the paties can cay passegers a ary route
beween the two. As d March 31,2008 whichever air-
line is in a psition to do so vill be alte o laund nev
savices and @ adress ne& markets. Delta and Air
France will provide nev non-stop routes letween Salt
Lake Gty and Riris-CDG, Cincinnati and Raris-CDG
as vell as Nw York and lyon.

This jant-venture is esmated to siqificantly
improve ficket salesdr both aiflines with an expected
4,500-seat inerase o flights per day — a 45 preent
rise,accoding to Air Fran@. Revemes diring the fiist
phase bthe ageement are pojected to reach $1.5 fi-

lion anrually and maoe than $8 tlion anrually during the seond phasewhich is sbeduled for 2010.

"This is a wn for Délta, Air Francee,and br the lojal base ocusbmers who fly our aitines &ross theAtlantic eah
yeat" said Rehard Andersan, CEO d Delta Airlines.Jean-Gril Spindta, Chairman and CEO foAir Frane KLM Goup,
shaes this sgtiment: "Our long-standing copemtion pa/es the wafor sane paticularly interestng goportunities." H
noted, "The laund of this jant venture maks a tirning point in our pattnership wth Delta."

The ageament has an inial period sheduled through March 31,2016 with subsejuent renewal every three yeas.

True Colors of the ha Lisa Bwaled

Pascal Gtte,a Fench engineer and inventor, has ivented
a ime mahine d sarts.Using his décreatd, high-defini-
tion multi-spectral scanne Cotte \rtually removed yeas
of accumulated vamish an the Mona Lisa ¢ reveal dtails
about the famousl mysterious work by Leanardo davinci.

After  oconducting
reseath on the paining
in the basment of the
Louvre, where the
Laboratory of the
Musaims d Frane is
locakd, Cotte po-
duced a digtized file
with unparalleled pre-
cision with an asbund-
ing 240 milion pixel
definition that enabes
more a&curate stidies
of pigments o the
painting's sirface.

Using his édnolo-
gy, tte poduced an
image d what the

The image on the left is how the Mona Lisa looks today
Cotte’s digitally enhanced image on the right has r

the Mona Lisa to its near

Mona Lisa is dieved to have looked like in its @iginal stae
by multispectrally scanning the paiirtg in thirteen chan-
nels —from Ultraviolet to Infrared. Then, the sgctral
respnse cuve d the vamish in eah pixel was isolad and
subtracted from the digtal file o virtualy reweal the
vibrant olors, tones and shding that daVinci usel.
Througdh this anasis,Cotte was dle © detemine that the

positon of Mona Lisa's an, hand and fingrs hal
changed several imes as the &ist worked on completing
the paintng, choosing b remove a furlined oat that
originally resed on hea knees.The stidy also éund that
daVinci usel lapis lazulian &pensive pignent made d
crushel gemstone.

This rewlutionary tech-
nology alows the anakis d
paintings sich as the Mna
Lisa, which oould othewise
not be resbred in as nuch
detail, to be examinal in ther
nearoriginal stae. The 'Hu-
mato" technique usd by da
Vinci malkes the emoval o
vamish from the paining per-
ilous.Jacges FFank,a daVvinci
tedhnique epert, remarked,
"To atempt to urvamish the
Mona Lisa wuld involve
touching the sirface, with the
risk  irrevacally damagng
or erasing the famous smile.
Furthermore,the vamish ma not ke alke to be physicaly
differentiated from the pignents." Otte's vork is also
bdieved to have answred the nystery surrounding Mona
Lisa's missingyebrows — his hi@-resoution imagery
has ewal@ an «isting brushstoke line that is distctly
an egebrow. Fo more information, please sit:

www. lumiere-technology.com.

estored
-original state.

The original "Train Bled' (Blue Tain) is
consideed to have been one of the
most famous trains in Fench railway
history luxuriously shuttling high-socie
ty from Calais to the Riviera oveiight in
the early 20th century Today a new
train that may merit the designation of
"Le Tain\ert" (‘The Green Tain”), is
making its mark as the first hybrid loce
motive to cruise France'segional rail
lines. Named "Bibi" for its "Bi-mode"
and "Bi-courant" technologies (dual-
mode, dual-running), the landmark
machine, built by Canada's Bombatier
at its Fench manufacturing facility in
Crespin, is able to seamlessly switch
from traditional diesel populsion to
electric power on the go. Passengers
can ielax, sleep, or dine aboat without
noticing the slightest inegularity as they
ride to their destinations at speeds of up
to approximately 100 mph. Bibi emits
20 percent less CQ than all other
regional trains run by the France's oper
ating company SNCFand 60 percent
less emissions than the average auto
mobile. Bibi's maiden voyage took place
between Paris and yes, departing
from the Gae de [Est on October 9. On
board was Anne-Marie Idrac, pesident
of SNCFand Piere Mathieu, vice-pest
dent of the Champagne-Adenne
region, the first region to place oders
for the new train. According to
Bombauier, Bibi is the first of its kind in
the world: not only is it able to use two
different energy souces, but it can also
switch between France's two categories
of electric-rail tension lines. Thanks to a
special transformer located on the
rooftops of the cars, Bibi can run on
France's 25,000-volt as well as its 1,500-
volt lines. This innovation allows the
train to travel on virtually all types of rails
throughout the country, often eliminat-
ing the need for passengers to change
trains. While Bibi models cost apjaixi-
mately 10 to 20 percent more than con
ventional trains, as estimated by
Bombeardier, the eventual eturn on
investment iesulting from efficiency is
expected to cover the initial inceased
cost. Champagne-Adenne has
already odered 8 models at a cost of
40 million Euios ($57.2 million), and
nine other regions have odered a
total of 144 models in addtion to:
Rhone-Alpes, Poitou-Chantes, lle-
de-France, Betagne, Haute-
Normandie, Bourgogne, Picadie,
Nord-Pas-de-Calais and Alsace,
accoding to an artcile in Le Figaro
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On October
12, three
months
after the first
appearance
of the Vélib'
in Paris (see
NFF 07.10),
the city of
Marseille, located in southem France,
inaugurated its own bicycle service,
dubbed "Le VéI§ ('The Bike"). Todate,
the city has a total of 750 bikes, 80 sta
tions and 70 kilometers of bike friendly
lanes. The arrival of these blue and gy
bikes has raised hopes that the service
will reduce trafic as moe people opt for
a healthier and moe eco-friendly trans
portation alternative. Le Vélo will be
managed by J.C. Decaux, the same
agency that administers theVélib' pro-
gram in Paris. Le Vélés launch was
deferred so as not to coincide with the
inauguration of the city’s new tramway
the first step of a ftransport poject
designed to educe the use of private
vehicles. Marseille is only one of the
many Fench cities that have ecently
rolled out "la petite reine” ("The little
Queen," as bikes ae known). Over 15
Fench cites have some form of bike
service, including yon, Besangon, Aix-en
Povence, Bodeaux and Nancy
Toulouse, Nantes and Rouen also expect
to launch a bike service by 2008.

FrRANCE CELEBRAES THE MANY
INTERESTING ELEMENTS OF SCIENCE
The same week that a fenchman was
named Nobel Prize winner for physics
(see NFF 07.11) and not long after fellow
Fenchman Léopold Eyharts was
announced to take of December 6 for
an 11-day mission to the Intenational
Space Station aboat the Atlantis (see
NFF 07.03), France celebratédiFéte de
la SciencéScience Festival). In light of the
recent recognition the accomplishments
of these Fench scientists have eaed,
such a festival could not have been time
lier The festival took place thoughout
the country from October 8 to 14, and
was aimed at ppmoting interest in sci
ence. Fom Alsace to Languedoc, muse
ums and scientific institutions held expo
sitions and informational sessions to er
ate awareness about the many intezst
ing elements of science. In addition to an
array of museum events held nation
wide, Vaulx-en-\&lin reopened its plane
tarium. In honor of the festival, the Cité
des Sciences in Paris tied up the heat
on its scientific expositions, which incluel
ed a depiction the South Pole. Even over
seas departments, such as éfich
Guiana, took part in the festival by rua
ning an open house at its space centges
well as hosting numeous confeences.
For moe information, please visit:
www fetedelascience.fr
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French 8udents Mdw Wired with an "Eectronic Backpack”

In an éort to provide its puth widespeal aceessd mmputer
sdtware and digal tedinology, le-de-Fane, the redon
encompassing &is, has gpplied 155,000 USB flashiwdrs b
high stool juniors and sdors fiee d charge.

The distibution, which also intudes quipping approxi-
mately 40,000eache's with a dive,was caiied out Odobe 8 at
a st 2.6 mllon euros @ $3.7 miion. It is the fist d its kind in
Frane and hpes ae that it vill hdp high shool suidents famit
iarize thensdves vith 19 t/pes dbasic sfiware. The fiee séiware
encompasses mosf the pograms that a stlent might nesd
uch as @en Office, Limatra (a PDFeale), Mozilla $inbird
(an dectronic caledar), Firefoc (an inemet browse),
Wengophone (an instant messag program with video nfer-
encing),andVideoLan Qient Media pla/e (a nultimedia play-
er). The dive also has@ag spaee and a pgram cdkd 72p,
which mmpresses andedanpresses filegroviding stidents
with a plae b sbre thér work. The eagjl portake ane-ggabyte
USB dive, cdned "un catalde életronique,” @ an éectronic
backpadk, gives sidents the allity to work anywhere vith com-
puter acesswhether it be ane d the 138,000amputers aailabe
throuch ther scools,at hane a an inemet cae.

French students in lle-de-France wer e provided with
free USB drives, “connecting” them like never befor e.

In addition, the USB dve is acanpanial by theWeb sie
wwwCampushfr, an alline spae that omplements the si-
dents' nev tool. Campushfr alows stidents D cleat a ersaal
ized sie vhere they can lbokmark ther favorite Hogs,save links
to sies that the frequently use oreferace,and &aess xplana
tions alout the use fther new sdtware pograms.

Ground-BeakingTunnel FPoject Ogs Avay at the &isian Commute

A tunnding project on Raris's A86, a higway encirding the
French capitalis digging deeo into the gound  extend the \tal
roadvay, pramising b lighten congeston and cti sane ©m-
muters' rave times ly as much as 85 grcent. Running ouside
the wesem patt of Paris,the nev tunnds will complete the final
stretch of the A86 b creak a hypepéiphéique' (in referece ©
the 'Péiphéique’, Paris's letway). The nev links vill alow driv-
ers b regh the imprtant A13 Autoroute flom the siburb of
Ruel-M almaism, for instan@,in as little as\e mirutes — as
opposel to the curent minimum o half an hour va ound
about roads.

Two tunnds, The "unnd Est" and the 'tinnd Ouest" (East
andWest Tinnds, respectivey) ale pat of a poject healed by
French private 10advay ontracta Cofiroute under the athori-
ty o the natonal higways aministration. The easim portion
consists 6two legsthe 2.5-mile Mimaism-A13 link,sé to gpen
in the Sping d 2008and the 3.4-mileannection to Versailes,
debuing sandtime in 2010The "unnd Ouest," onnecting

Malmaism to theA12Autoroute,is sill avaiting agoroval by the
govenment.

The 10advays will consist d two levds,one unning in eegh
directon, with spea limits d agproximately 45 mii. Use @the
tunnds will not be free d charge —diivers will pay a 4-ero,an
esimated 6-cbllar, toll for the ful 6.2-mile sietc, thoudh dis
oount programs and passesaurently in the verks. Other
restictions,including a maxiram ehicle entry heght of 6.5 et
oould prohibit same larg \ehicles fom entering the tinnds in
aims & improving traffic flav. Haght restictions r the po-
posel Tunnd Ouestconvesdy, will pemit larger vehides 6 up
to 15 éd to gain &cess.

The first siggesions b mmplete theA86's cicular néwork
around Raris were male as edy as 1972n 1988 @firoute po-
posel a sibterranean saition. Work began éght yeas lager, anly
to pause an from 1998-2000Howeversine the ner millen-
nium, work has salily progressé on this "gound-breaking"
project, promising nav dficiency in the Bris aea.




Cultural Highlights

New Museum Celebrates the Cahtrtions of mmigrants

La Gté Natonale de
I'Hisbire de linmigation
(CNHI - The National
Museim of the Hstory o
Immigraton) opened its
doorsWednesdg, Odober
10.The museim, a first in
Europe,cdebrates the an-
tributions d immigrants
to Fench sidy, culture,
and the ecnomy.

The nev museim is
housel in the Rlais @ la
Porte-Dorée (Rlace d the
Golden Doar) in the 12th digtict in souheastm Faris. The Ica
tion itséf has a sybolic hisbry d cdebrating culural plralism
in Frane@: prevously, the huilding seved as the Mseim o the
Coloniesof the Oreiseasand d African and OeanicArts.

The nuseim onsists dfour mmponents,of which two ae

Visitors explor e the exposition Repéres at the
Cité de I'lmmigration.

alrealy in place:the permanent oollec-
tion, Repees examines the thaes and
chronology d immigration in econom-
ic devdopment, while the curent tem-
porary ehibit — in place unil Jaruary
11, 2008 — dcuses © Armenians.
Cultural ativities,auch as onferences
and filmswill take plae in the audit-
rium upon its @mpletion in 2008.

The pullicly supported Donatons
Galery acefts the @nation or loan d
photos,family herlooms,perisaal le-
ters and ésimonies abut the immk
gration experience © be shacasd in
its hals and acanpaniel by a bief narrative. This glery is a ky
dement of the nuseim because it dispys the ich diversity and
cammon heitage d the Fench peple.

Fa more inormation atout La Gté Nationale de I'i$bire de

I'Tmmigation, please igit: wwwhisbire-immigration. fr.

A SwissTraweling Hotel FoomWith aView

A travding Swiss uxury hotel room has mde a n&v home
in Paris, bringing nev meaning ¢ "room with a view." On
November 4,the HOo&El Eveldand was uweled, opened its
doors as a me-d-a-kind hote that is as cultrally and
architecurally intriguing as its iew of the Effd Towe is
breathtaking Perhed abp of the Ralais & Tokyo,a ®n-
temporary at museim aross the &ne from the Hffel
Tower,the Ho®El Evelland is a mbile hotel that featues a
sinde room, bathroom, king-siz bed, open mini-bar, vinyl
recods, and a larg by window that osefooks the ciy
from the Rilais @ Tokyo's 0of. Also a wrk of contempo-
rary at, it is on disply for Palais @& Tokyo visitors during
the dy before taking @ its ho#l functions by night.

The ho#l, desigied by the Siiss atist duo Skina Lang
and Dani¢ Baumann, debutel at the @iss National
Exhibition in 2002Later,the mdoile ho&l was plaed on the
roof-ded of the Musaim of Contemporary Art in Lepzig,
Gemary, from line 2006 urit September 2007 The Gty of
Light marks the prtable diic ho#'s final destnation.

A stay in the ho#l is intended to be a mce-in-a-lifeime

Beaujolais Huveau Arves

A view of Paris's skyline fr om the
Hoétel Everland's interior .

experience.For that reasa, guests a pemitted to reseve
the mom for only a singe nicht. Accanmodations fr the
room are povided by a laecal Lxury hotel. The Riris lgg o
the mdoile hotel’'s bur is epectel to last though the exd
of 2008.For more information atout the Ho®E Evedand,
please igit: www.everland.d.

The thid Thursdy o Novembe has,for the past 77eas,hdd geat
meaning in the hets d wine aficimados aound the vorld. This year
November 14 maked the arival d "Beaujolais Nuveau," agung fluity

red wine that omes fom a sothern redon in Frane cdkd Beaujolais.

Beaujolais \me is mae fiom the Gamg gape vhich must ke har

vestd by handfermented and Iottled just six veeks lefore its shiment.
While its anmial arival is hidnly anicipated and elebrated

worldwide, it is espcialy fété(celebrated) in the bwn of Beauje,
the capital 6Beaujolais.The 19th dition of the stval,caled "Les

Samentelles,” povided an &ening d traditional elebrations sich
as a arch-lit parade,a tasing eremony, and a sha featuing the

Intemational Orchesta o Tony Bram.

On this si@ d the pond, French restauants as @l as the Fench- American Ghamkers d Commerce in Houson, New
York, and Phila@dphia ae making the @casim by hosing special tasings and swees. For more information, please g

to: www.beaujolaisnoveadime.om.

The soulful melodies of blues, jazz,
gospel, and African beats a flowing
from the banks of the Seine as part of
the ninth edition of the Blues-Sur
Seine Festival November 9-24.
Renowned jazz musicians such as Le
Golden Gate Quartet, Dee Dee
Bridgewate; Nanette Wbrkman,
Manu Galvin, Electric Octopus, Jesus
\olt, and Jacques Higelin & just a few
of the 55 featured artists who will be
performing in various pubs, estau
rants, and music venues along the
Seine in the sumunding Parisian
region. This years mgram not only
consists of musical performances but
also includes classes, music workshops,
school performances, and informative
installations that showcase the rich his
tory of the blues. For additional infor
mation regarding the festival poogram,
please visitwww .blues-surseine.com

PARISCOMMUNIT Y CENTER REOFENS
AFTER THREE-YEARHIATUS

La Maison des Métallos (The Metal
Workers’ Center), a popular cultu
al community center in Paris's 11th
district, was re-opened November
7 by Paris mayor Bertrand Delanoég,
after having undergone thiee years
of renovation to better accommo
date cultural activities. The center
displays local artists' @ations and
hosts performances, philosophical
discussions and public debates. La
Maison is also home to practice
studios for artists. The center wel
comes not only artists, but also
reseachers, institutions, and about
15 different associations. The
director of La Maison des Métallos,
Gérad Paquet, sees the center as a
place for spontaneous ceativity,
inspiration, and communal interae
tivity, saying he hopes that it will
facilitate a different way of thinking
about the plurality of cultures and
engender openness of exm@ssion.
For moe information, please vigi
www.maisondesmetallos.org
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Correction:

An article on page 2 in NFF 07.12
inaccurately stated that Michéle
Alliot-Marie is the Fench Foeign

Minister. News From Francevould

like to clarify that Minister Alliot-

Marie is the Minister of Interior and
Overseas drritories.
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France in America

Louvie on the Bcks: nwer Museum EhibitsWorks flom Louve

The Denve Art Museim is hoshg an ehibit
with ove 125 verks d art titled "Artisans and
Kings: Sdected Treasres fom the louvre,"
which debutel Odobe 6 and vill run untl
Jruary 6,2008.

An audio bur accanpanies the shecase
of sculurespaintings,drawings and funiture
that enanae flom Fan@'s pyalty, aristocrats
and atisans dring the 17th and 18ttaaturies.

Highlights d the echibit include piees
of fine siveiware from a 1,200-pies s& dec-
orative chaiesmade br Louis X/I's sistr,
naval tagesties voven with gold,and an ink

The Cassolette Vase is
currently on display at the

1848 pmantic novd "Camille” (1936).

A museim oourse,"Fench for Museims”
teahes pabns basic fendh, including the ar-
g necessay o descibe ther favorite and least
favorite works d art. Anothe course unning
until Decenber 8, "Louis> : Artists,Kings and
Splendid Things," descibes hav the Roi Sl
(Sun King) usel the tade d luxury goods b the
bendit of the Fench economy.

On November 9, patrons hal the gportu-
nity to atend "Marie Antoinette: Queen of
Fashia," a leture alout one 1oyal icon's vogue
vision led by CarolineWeber,author of "Queen

mate portrait of the Infanta Margarita once Denver Art Museum of Fashim: What Marie Antoinette\Wore b the

ke in the bathing garers d Anne d
Austria.

For a mae interactie experience d French royal culure,
the nmusaim offers a sees @ related events. A film seies
titted "Franc in a Tme d Kings" povides a cinmatic tase
of French nability with American films lile "Dangrous
Liaisms" (1988) and aendition of Alexandre Dumasfils's

Rewlution."

Participants in a wrksh@ on modem-day néessags
took a smdlpart of French aiistocracy hane wth them by
creatng the atravagant travding kits that vere ance usd by
the French nobility to relax during a long joumey. These &l-
ve-lined boxes mce héd al the a&mutrements neessay for
enjoying the perfed cup d coffee,teaor hot mcoa m the @.
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